TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

MAY 1, 2003


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the meeting of the Town of West Point Planning Commission was convened at the Town Hall on May 1, 2003 at 7:36 p.m.  The meeting was posted in three places.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order.  Planning Commission members present were Gordon Carncross, Kevin Kessler, Cliff Lawton, Scott King, Fred Madison and Doug Richmond (Town Board Member).      


Agenda Item 2:  Roll Call and State of Public Notice  Members present were noted and the meeting was posted at the Town of  West Point Town Hall, Lake Wisconsin Boat Launch (next to Fish Tales) and the Pine Vista Club House.    


Agenda Item 3:   John Bluemke – Discuss County Proposal for Smart Growth Planning  John Bluemke from the County Planning & Zoning presented information on the County’s offer to help with comprehensive planning.  The price would be $10,000.00 to be paid over four years.  He indicated that the group of Villages and Towns that sign up would be lead through the planning process by the County.  The County would attend three meetings with the Planning Committee from each Town or Village and give the group 60 copies of a final comprehensive plan at the end of the process.  The Planning Committee could meet with the County at the county offices any number of times.  Inquiry was made on how available information would be from the County if the Town or Village was not a part of the County planning group.  Mr. Bluemke said information would be provided but could not guarantee the timeliness of the information.  


Agenda Item 4:   Public Hearing – CSM (3) – Darlene Ballweg – Highway J and Highway 188  Jim Grothman indicated that the two CSM’s regarding the division of the farm land would be put on hold as discussion regarding the clustering concept was further explored.  He would like to proceed with the CSM that deals with the division of the two current homesteads from the remaining farm land.  Concern was expressed from the public regarding the divisions.  There was a question as to whether if dividing the two current homes off would affect the discussion on where to cluster the remaining building sites.  


Agenda Item 5:   Public Hearing – CSM – Paul and Diane Abley – Rausch Road  Would like to divide their property into four lots.  One would contain the current home and create three additional lots.  Concern was expressed regarding whether there would be acceptable building sites on the lots taking into consideration a ravine that runs through the back of the lots.  
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Agenda Item 6:  Public Hearing – Variance – Charles Stampfli – Highway 188  Mr. Stampfli would like to replace the current porch on his home with a larger porch.  The only reason he has to request a variance is because he is too close to the highway setback.  


Agenda Item 7:   Approve Minutes – April 17, 2003  Kevin Kessler made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Gordon Carncross.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 8 :  Correspondence  None.


Agenda Item 9:  CSM (3) – Darlene Ballweg – Highway J and Highway 188  The two CSM’s will be postponed until the next meeting and discussion of clustering will be held.  Further discussion on the division of the two current homes covered whether action at this time would affect the clustering discussion, whether they should be rezoned to single family residential or rural residential and whether two or three acres is too big or too small for the division.  Doug Richmond made a motion to postpone further discussion on all three CSMs until May 17, 2003, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 10:  CSM – Paul and Diane Abley – Rausch Road  Concern was expressed about the ravine and maintenance of the area so that erosion does not occur.  Restrictions could be added to the deed to protect this area and indicate that all the trees could not be cut down.  A rezoning request must be submitted before further discussion can occur on the CSM request.  It was noted that the Land Use Plan would need to be amended in order to bring this area into the transitional area.  Kevin Kessler made a motion to postpone the issue until June 5 when the zoning request can be addressed, seconded by Gordon Carncross.  

 Agenda Item 11:  Variance – Charles Stampfli – Highway 188  Discussion covered what was nonconforming in this situation.  Gordon Carncross made a motion to recommend granting the variance because the porch was not moving any closer than the existing home to the highway setback, did not create any further obstruction of the site line from the highway, and that the existing porch is unsafe, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.  

Agenda Item 12:  Woodland Hills Lot – Recommendation on Sale  Attorney Clark indicated that there was a procedure to follow when the Town wanted to vacate or alter dedicated areas.  This would have to be completed along with researching whether an appropriate building site could be found on the  property.  Kevin  Kessler made  a motion  
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 to recommend to the Town Board that they hire an expert to determine if a septic system could be located on the lot and then proceed with vacating the dedicated lands, seconded by Gordon Carncross.  Motion carried.

Agenda Item 13:  Amendment – Town’s Erosion Control and Storm Water Runoff Ordinance  Requested changes have been made.  Doug Richmond made a motion to recommend approval, seconded by Kevin Kessler.  Motion carried.

Agenda Item 14:  Smart Growth/Land Use Plan  Short discussion on legal question regarding the Town of Madison and extraterritorial rights.  Would not apply in the Darlene Ballweg case as Town’s do not have extraterritorial rights.


Agenda Item 15:  Next Meeting Agenda – May 1, 2003  Darlene Ballweg (2) CSMs discussion on clustering concepts, Darlene Ballweg 2 lot CSM, format and content of public hearing notices, repetitive agenda items, joint meeting with Town Board, Smart Growth Committee to discuss County’s proposal and any other item noted by the Town Clerk.


Agenda Item 16: Adjourn Meeting  Motion to adjourn by Gordon Carncross, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried at 10:15 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Sharon Richmond






Deputy Clerk

