TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

MAY 15, 2003


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the meeting of the Town of West Point Planning Commission was convened at the Town Hall on May 15, 2003 at 8:00 p.m.  The meeting was posted in three places.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order.  Planning Commission members present were Gordon Carncross, Kevin Kessler, Scott King, Cliff Lawton, Fred Madison, Dick O’Connor and Doug Richmond (Town Board Member).      


Agenda Item 2:  Roll Call and State of Public Notice  Members present were noted and the meeting was posted at the Town of  West Point Town Hall, Lake Wisconsin Boat Launch (next to Fish Tales) and the Pine Vista Club House.    


Agenda Item 3:   Approve Minutes – May 1, 2003  A copy of the minutes had been distributed by e-mail to each Planning Commission member prior to the meeting.  Kevin Kessler made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Gordon Carncross.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 4 :  Correspondence  None.


Agenda Item 5:  CSM (2) – Darlene Ballweg – Highway J and Highway 188 – Discuss Clustering Concepts  The CSM is for six 35 acre parcels.  Joe Costanza, Town Engineer, stated that there are 200 acres, which is good farmland.  The idea of clustering is to make a certain number of smaller lots and to leave the remaining land in productive farmland.  Jeff Clark, Town Attorney, stated that the clustering concept is in line with the West Point Land Use Plan.  Discussion followed on different options.  Gordon Carncross and Dick O’Connor will try to talk to landowner, Darlene Ballweg, to explain the goals of the Town, the Land Use Plan and clustering.  Jeff Clark and Joe Costanza will convey to Jim Grothman, surveyor for Darlene Ballweg, that the Planning Commission will look at clustering.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone the 2 CSM agenda item until the June 5, 2003, meeting, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 6:  CSM (2 lot Division) – Darlene Ballweg – Highway J  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone the 2 lot division agenda item until the June 5, 2003, meeting, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 7:  Consideration of Amendment to Land Use Plan to Expand Residential District to Include Paul and Diane Abley Real Estate  Discussion of the reasons to amend the Land Use Plan to include the Paul and Diane Abley property was as follows:  the parcel is contiguous to a residential area and could be considered a transitional area in the original plan, parcel consist of marginal agricultural soils, it meets the intention to keep development along the lake looking to the future and possible sever/utility district,  and  the rezoning  would assist in clustering development in areas of 
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existing residential development.  There will be a public hearing on amending the Land Use Plan, Rezoning from Single Family Residential or Rural Residential and the proposed 4 lot CSM for Paul and Diane Abley on June 5, 2003, at 8:00 p.m.  A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to postpone the agenda item until June 5, 2003, seconded by Doug Richmond.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 8:  Madison Sand & Gravel – Gordon Hartmann Property on Highway 60 – Move Scale and Cut into Hill to Add Grain Bin  Alan Kubly from Madison Sand & Gravel presented the Planning Commission with a proposed plan to convert a ½ acres of non-farmland to future grain storage or building for farm use.  Mike Stapleton from Columbia County Zoning didn’t feel the proposed plan would require a Conditional Use Permit.  The Commission’s only concern is the erosion control plan.  Town Engineer, Joe Costanza, stated that he has not had enough time to review the erosion control plan as he just received a copy of the plan on Wednesday.  A motion was made by Dick O’Connor to postpone the agenda item until the June 5, 2003, meeting, seconded by Cliff Lawton.  Motion carried.  

Agenda Item 9:  Smart Growth/Land Use Plan  Discussion was held during the Joint Meeting with the Town Board at 7:00 p.m. regarding Town of West Point joining Columbia County to complete a Comprehensive Plan.  At that meeting Dick O’Connor made a motion to recommend to the Town Board that the Town of West Point join Columbia County in completing a Comprehensive Plan, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.

Agenda Item 10:  Format and Content of Public Hearing Notice  Kevin Kessler passed out a proposed form and content for all Public Hearing Notices as follows:  a legal description of the proposal and its location, a plain language description of several sentences describing what is being proposed and any particular issues or questions on which the Commission is seeking specific citizen input, a simple map, plan or drawing of proposal if applicable, and information on whom to contact to arrange a time to examine more detailed documents on the proposal that have been submitted to the Commission.  The Planning Commission members felt it was good to add the proposed form for future public hearings.
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 Agenda Item 11:  Commission Members  Discussion Items  Kevin Kessler passed out a copy of the proposed agenda items for every meeting or every other meeting as follows:  Citizen Input – every meeting, Smart  Growth Committee update – once per month and Commission Members Matters – every meeting.  The Planning Commission members felt that the Citizen Input should be limited to two minutes and be added to every agenda.  They felt the Smart Growth Committee Update should be added to the first meeting of the month and that Commission Members Matters should be on every agenda and to add the Town Board Report to the agenda at the second meeting of the month.  


Agenda Item 12:  Next Meeting Agenda – June 5, 2003  Public Hearing on Amendment to the Land Use Plan, Public Hearing on Rezoning and 4 lot CSM for Paul and Diane Abley, Madison Sand and Gravel plan for Gordon Hartman property on Highway 60, CSM (2) for Darlene Ballweg – clustering, CSM for Darlene Ballweg – 2 lot division, Amendment to Land Use Plan, Rezoning and 4 lot CSM for Paul and Diane Abley, Citizens Input, Commission Member Matters, Town Board Report and any other item noted by the Town Clerk.


Agenda Item 13: Adjourn Meeting  Motion to adjourn by Gordon Carncross, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried at 10:20 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Sharon Richmond






Deputy Clerk

