 TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

AUGUST 7, 2003


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the meeting of the Town of West Point Planning Commission was convened at the Town Hall on August 7, 2003 at 8:05 p.m.  The meeting was posted in three places.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order.  Planning Commission members present were Gordon Carncross, Kevin Kessler, Cliff Lawton, Fred Madison, Dick O’Connor, Doug Richmond (Town Board Member) and Scott King.      


Agenda Item 2:  Roll Call and State of Public Notice  Members present were noted and the meeting was posted at the West Point Town Hall, Lake Wisconsin Boat Launch (next to Fish Tales), the Pine Vista Club House and on the Town of West Point’s website.      


Agenda Item 3:   Approve Minutes – July 17, 2003  A copy of the minutes had been distributed by e-mail to each Planning Commission member prior to the meeting.  Gordon Carncross made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 4:  Correspondence  Doug Richmond noted that he had received information on a technical report regarding improving nutrient management by linking cash grain and livestock operations from a Josh Posner with the UW Extension.  They are interested in doing research looking at the spatial trends of manure nutrient availability relative to the capacity of cropland and pastureland to assimilate nutrients.  Not sure if the Town of West Point will be involved.  


Agenda Item 5:  Citizens Input  Jim Slattery inquired how the possible subdivision of a parcel on Theresa Lane would affect the shared driveway and what would trigger the Town to require a Town Road.  The driveway crosses private land and that landowner would have to consent to a Town Road.  He was told to request a copy of the driveway ordinance for reference.  


 Agenda Item 6:  Larry Lenerz – Reduce Size of Preservation area in Site 1 – Selwood   A letter from the Town Engineer recommended  that the landowners be allowed to mow 60 feet into the preservation area but they could not plant any trees or shrubs in this area.  Kevin Kessler recommended approval of a revision to the Covenants as outlined in the Town Engineer’s letter, subject to review by the Town Attorney, seconded by Cliff Lawton.  Motion carried.  
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Agenda Item 7:  Newspaper Article on Smart Growth Committee’s Action Plan  The members reviewed a copy of the newspaper article.  It was noted that the Planning Commission would like to receive copies of minutes from the Smart Growth Committee.  


Agenda Item 8  Smart Growth/Land Use Plan – Committee Update  Mark Wickham, from the Lodi Fire Department, was in attendance.  He gave the members information on problem driveways indicating that there are several in the Lodi Fire District.  He discussed the Kathy Ballweg driveway, indicating that fire trucks can get up the road, but only one at a time.  One has to go up before one could come down.  He indicated there is a problem with McCubbin Lane and off of Gannon Road there is a driveway that would not be accessible by the Fire Department.  He indicated that if they are unable to navigate a driveway, they only have 1000 feet of hose to reach the fire.  He suggested that the Planning Commission also talk to the Sauk City Fire Department as the rest of the Town is serviced by the Sauk City Fire Department.  Rausch Lane is one road in their district that would pose a problem.  

The members also discussed the timetable for the Smart Growth Committee to review the transitional are and commercial zoning, so that recommendations could be made to the Board regarding revising the Land Use Plan.  

Doug Richmond noted that 17 Towns and Villages have signed with the County to complete their Smart Growth Plans.  

Agenda Item 9  Commission Members Matters   Gordon Carncross inquired about the stormwater management plans for the Darlene Ballweg property.  He noted that his property gets considerable runoff from the adjoining land at times.  

Scott King questioned whether matters should go to the Town Board before coming to the Planning Commission.  It was noted that individuals can approach the Board, but that it was likely that any project needing extensive review would be referred to the Planning Commission.  

Suggestions for the Town website were that there should be a calendar that rotates forward showing the monthly meetings, burning permit information should be posted and how to obtain a dog license should also be posted.  
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Agenda Item 10:  Next Meeting Agenda – August 21, 2003  Darlene Ballweg public hearing on rezoning, Town Board meeting update, smart growth meting update and any other item noted by the Town Clerk.


Agenda Item 11: Adjourn Meeting  Motion to adjourn by Dick O’Connor, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried at 9:30 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Sharon Richmond






Deputy Clerk

