 TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

OCTOBER 02, 2003


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the meeting of the Town of West Point Planning Commission was convened at the Town Hall on October 2, 2003 at 8:06 p.m.  The meeting was posted in three places.  Cliff Lawton called the meeting to order.  Planning Commission members present were Gordon Carncross, Kevin Kessler, Cliff Lawton, Doug Richmond (Town Board Member) and Scott King.  


Agenda Item 2:  Public Hearing – Division of Land and Rezoning for the Town of West Point (Mike Ryan Property) – Rausch Road and Highway 188  Doug Richmond presented the request to zone the property to residential from agricultural.  He also mentioned that there would be a Town Hall Committee meeting on Wednesday, October 8, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.  John Lyon, Rausch Road, indicated he thought the Town Hall was a good idea and that the Planning Commission should proceed with approval.  No further comments from the public.


Agenda Item 3:  Roll Call and State of Public Notice  Members present were noted and the meeting was posted at the West Point Town Hall, Lake Wisconsin Boat Launch (next to Fish Tales), the Pine Vista Club House and on the Town of West Point’s website.   


Agenda Item 4:   Approve Minutes – September 18, 2003  A copy of the minutes had been distributed by e-mail to each Planning Commission member prior to the meeting.  Kevin Kessler made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried.


Agenda Item 5:  Correspondence  Scott King commented on the Sauk-Prairie School Board Joint meeting.  The School Board is looking at organizing a Recreational Department to coordinate the activities in the school district.  


Agenda Item 6:  Citizens Input  John Lyon requested that the Town look at incorporating an activity area for youngsters at the new Town Hall site.  Kathy Ballweg inquired as to whether any other sites were considered for the Town Hall.  There were four sites viewed before the final offer was made.  No other sites were offered for review.  Jerry Keller spoke in favor of the location.  
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Agenda Item 7:  Division of Land and Rezoning for the Town of West Point (Mike Ryan Property) – Rausch Road and Highway 188  The Commission asked Doug Richmond about discussions with Columbia County since the last Commission meeting on September 18th.  At that time the Commission had indicated a strong preference for requesting a conditional use permit under the existing Agricultural zoning since this was an allowable conditional use.  Since the land is not in the transition zone, Commission members did not feel that they would recommend rezoning for any other landowner in a similar situation and they felt that the Town should be treated equally.  Doug Richmond responded that the County would prefer not to consider a two step process of approval – first a conditional use under agricultural and, after the transitional area has been reviewed, a request to residential.  He reported that the County is moving away from conditional use requests and did not wish to approve a request for conditional use under agricultural for the building of the Town Hall.


Commission members questioned whether the County could summarily reject a properly submitted request for a conditional use permit since a Town Hall was a listed conditional use for Agricultural zoning.  They questioned whether subsequent rezoning to residential use would be required.  A strong preference was expressed for the Commission to treat the Town the same as they would any other landowner in a similar circumstance.  After further discussion, Gordon Carncross recommended the Town Board pursue a request for conditional use under Agricultural zoning, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried with Carncross, Kessler, King and Lawton in favor.  Doug Richmond abstained.  


 Agenda Item 8:  Cy Dombeck – Future 8 Lot Subdivision on Rausch Road – Discussion  The property under proposal is across the road from the Abley property.  There would be 4 lots abutting Rausch Road with 4 other lots on a separate CSM request.  Mr. Dombeck would like to pursue the first 4 lots and then present the other 4 lots at a later date.  All 8 lots are zoned single family residential.  It was requested that a road that would connect Rausch Road and Rausch Lane in a more direct manner and shorten the private property that Rausch Lane crosses be considered with this proposal.      

Agenda Item 9:  Kathy Ballweg – Highway 60  Jim Grothman presented the request to create one additional lot on the property and also divide Kathy’s current home from the farm.  Discussion covered the grades and width of the driveway, flag lots vs. waiving the requirement to have access on a highway, shared driveway agreement, waiving the required length of the driveway, deed restricting additional property and the need for a rezoning request.  The paper work for the rezoning will be submitted and a public hearing will be scheduled for November 6, 2003.  
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Agenda Item 10:  Smart Growth/Land Use Plan   9.A Discussion of Amendment to Transitional Area – Three members have toured the Town.  The remainder of the group will tour the Town on October 4, 2003.  

Agenda Item 11:  Commission Members Matters   None.


Agenda Item 12:  Next Meeting Agenda – October 16, 2003  Smart Growth/Land Use with a discussion item regarding Amendment to Transitional Zone noted, Public Hearing for Kathy Ballweg to be set for November 6, 2003, and Public Hearing regarding Amendment to the Land Use Plan set for November 20, 2003 and any other item noted by the Town Clerk.


Agenda Item 13: Adjourn Meeting  Motion to adjourn by Doug Richmond, seconded by Scott King.  Motion carried at 10:05 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Sharon Richmond






Deputy Clerk

