TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, April 21, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Members present were:  Fred Madison, Scott King, Sheila Landsverk, Kevin Kessler, Cliff Lawton, and Dean Schwarz (town board representative). Absent was Gordon Carncross.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, and Joe Costanza Town Engineer.  


Agenda #3 – Approve Minutes from April 7, 2005 – The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to approve the April 7th minutes with minor corrections, 2nd by Sheila Lansverk - all in favor – aye – motion carried.  

Agenda #4 – Correspondence – Scott King has a question if a variance is needed for a driveway on Lot 8 on Cecile Circle.  Sheila Landsverk stated that there are some proposed legislative bills that may be of interest to the town as follows: 
· AB257/SB126– City, Village Ordinance Publication -revises how local ordinances are published and  noticed 
· LRB 1655/2 – Towns Withdraw from County Zoning - it would allow towns to withdraw from County Zoning if conditions are met (not introduced – circulating for co-sponsorship)

· AB266/SB 165 – Town Powers/Charter Towns - this bill proposing authorizing town boards that are authorized to exercise village powers to expand the girth of those powers, subject to town referendum.
Sheila Landsverk also stated that the 27th annual Wisconsin Lakes Convention is being held next week in Green Bay on Friday and she is planning on attending at a personal cost of $90.00.  She is also planning on attending parts of the WAPA 2005 Planning Conference on May 17-19 in Sheboygan.  Of particular interest is a workshop held on May 17 from 2-5 pm on Wisconsin Land Use Laws taught by Brian Ohm.  Planning Commissioners are encouraged to attend and the $20 fee for this workshop includes a copy of the publication, "Wisconsin Land Use Law", dated May 2005.  The WAPA conference costs $35 per day for Planning Commissioners, a deal, since it is $100 a day for all others.   It will include sessions on comprehensive planning, rural area issues, and implementation issues.  She encouraged any other Commissioners that would be interested in attending any of these events to contact her to carpool.

Agenda #5 – Citizens Input –None  

Agenda #6 – Report and Update on Lake Planning Grant – Sheila Landsverk gave the following update:
· We have not yet received a hard copy of the grant from the state, even though they have verbally told us we are getting the Grant.  When the grant comes, Fred Madison will need to sign the award and request the drawdown of 75% of the state grant.

· Town Clerk Edith Eberle has had a phone conversation with the Grant Administrator regarding the disbursement of funds, the setting up of accounts, and keeping track of volunteer hours.

· Chairman Dean Schwarz, Ron Grasshoff, Edith Eberle and Sheila Landsverk will be meeting with an Environmental Horizons, Inc. the planning consultant on Friday, May 22nd at 1:00 p.m. to go over their contact.  A revised copy of the consultant contract will be given to the town attorney for review.

· Mike Zitnick asked if the bay (no name) that he lives by could be considered for the sedimentation study.  Mr. Zitnick would submit pictures and two videos that show a real problem with sedimentation. 

· Bill Roark would like turtle bay considered for the sedimentation study also

· Sheila has met with Kathleen Haas on getting the larger steering group for the Lake Wisconsin.  Letters will go out to all government agencies and local groups listed in the grant to invite them to select a representative to participate in the visioning process.
· Chuck Zeman and Marcel Kjorlie will attend a self-help monitoring class on how to take water samples that are needed for the study 
· Much of the research being pulled together will utilize existing research the DNR has done on the bays on Lake Wisconsin.

Agenda #7 – Report and Update on Smart Growth Planning Committee – Chairman Dean Schwarz gave the following report, the Smart Growth Planning Committee had asked for public input on cell towers.  A letter was received from a couple that has just moved to West Point from Iowa which stated that they had passed an Ordinance on what land could be used for cell towers.  It was suggested that the town's transfer site is a good site for a cell tower.  Bike routes were recommended on the following town roads as follows:


Recommended routes
· State Highway 60 from Prairie du Sac to Lodi

· Chrisler Road

· Chrislaw Road

· Gastrow Road from State Highway 188 to State Highway 60

· O'Connor Road from County Highway J to State Highway 60

· Van Ness Road

· Barta Road

· Schoepp Road

· Gannon Road

Moderate routes
· County Highway J

Undesirable routes

· State Highway 188

· State Highway 113

Scott King, Sheila Landsverk and Kevin Kessler have met with the Smart Growth Planning Committee at the April 11th meeting.  They will be working with the Smart Growth Planning Committee on:

· Reviewing the current Land Use Plan and suggesting revisions based on  elements of the comprehensive plan already completed by the local steering committee 

· review current Land Use Plan

· planning a future open house on those elements that have been completed

· reviewing maps from Columbia county showing all resident zoned land in the Town of West Point

· trying to help the town be in a better place when the limitation on rezoning is up in January of 2006

Agenda #8 – Town of West Point Park Committee on equipment at the Town Hall site (Ryan Park) – Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that the Town Park Committee is here because he had misunderstood about the committee going to the Planning Commission before the Town Board.  The Town Park Committee reports to the Town Board.  At the April meeting the town board approved Volleyball posts and nets, basketball hoops, and swing set with 8' with 2 infant seats and 2 molded rubber swing seats.  The baseball fencing, player benches and soccer goals with nets were not approved to get more input. 3rd Supervisor Bill Neimi and a member of the Park Committee stated that there is interest from Lodi to use the soccer field in 2006, and t-ball is very interested in the baseball field in 2006.  The Town Park Committee will meet at a more convenient time of day.  Tom Hunt asked for new direction for the town park committee. 
Agenda #9 – Revision of Erosion Control and Storm water Management Plan – One year ago the Department of Natural Resources revised the rules governing storm water management with NR151. At an earlier meeting the planning commission had gone over with Town Engineer Joe Costanza proposed changes he had made to the Town of West Point Erosion Control and Storm water Management Ordinance to comply with NR151.  The summary of those areas where further discussion was needed was added to the minutes of that meeting and shared with Town Engineer Joe Costanza.  Attorney Jeff Clark had emailed his proposed changes to the Town of West Point Erosion Control and Storm water Management Ordinance for the consideration of the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission and Joe Costanza, Town Engineer went over the following comments/changes:

Standards for Construction Site Erosion and Sediment control
· Section 9b – "on an average annual basis
· Section 9b3 – should be italicized 
Performance Standard for Sedimentation

· Section 9d3Ai – Stricter than NR151 – changed to 80%

· Section 9d3Aii – Take out first paragraph
Performance Standards – Peak Discharge

· Section 9e2 A&B: Deleted

Performance Standards – Infiltration/residential dev:
· Section 9f1B – volume no change left at 90% - increased project site to 2%

· Section 9f1B – increase to 2% of the project site infiltration system

Performance Standards – Non-Residential

· Section 9f2A&B – left as presented

· Section 9f2E – deleted Exclusions – Are we deleting all Exclusions or just the word. Joe Costanza to ask Jeff Clark.
· Section 9f2F – deleted Exemptions and paragraph and added Section 9f – again, not clear are we deleting all Exemptions or just the word.  Joe Costanza to ask Jeff Clark.
Protective Areas

· No changes in Section 9g1A

· Section 9g1B – added rivers after streams

· Section 9g3B – deleted recommended that seeding – changed to required that seeding

Fees for Engineering Review and Enforcement

· Filing fee is  $200.00

Violations – Section 13
· There was questions on penalties – desire to include both the developer and landowner = discussion to set at $400.00 - Joe Costanza town engineer is to ask Attorney Jeff Clark to clarify, look at putting fee in separate ordinance
Appeals or Variance Requests
· The filing fee changed from twenty dollars to $100.00 dollars

· Question on whether the Town Planning Commission or the Town Board should hear and decide appeals – it was decided that the Town Board should hear and decide appeals
Application and Issuance of Permits

· Section 10a 1 – Change Town Clerk 
· (1) replace town clerk with town engineer

· Section 10a2B – delete paragraph
· Section 10g1 – third line should begin shall pay a base fee of $200.00 and, in addition, shall be billed the Town's actual cost of Town Attorney  and Town Engineer fees 

Kevin Kessler asked if the document name should be delete the works 'and Recreate', since it is an amendment, or a recreation, not both.  Joe Costanza will check with Jeff Clark on his reasoning on this also.  Joe Costanza is the make the changes and bring the final draft to the May 19th Planning Commission meeting.

Agenda #10 – Next Meeting Agenda – Review of available maps, Town Board Report (including 1 year report on building permits issued), Discussion of Reorganization of the Planning Commission, and any other agenda items that may legally added by the town clerk. 
Agenda #11 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Kevin Kessler          to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m., 2nd by  Scott King – motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted




Edith K Eberle 
Town Clerk
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