TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, February 17, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Members present were:  Fred Madison, Bill Niemi (town board representative), Scott King, Kevin Kessler, Sheila Landsverk, and Gordon Carncross. Absent were Cliff Lawton and Doug Richmond.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, Joe Costanza Town Engineer, Fred Thistle-Town Chairman, Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor and Comprehensive Planning Committee, and Ron Grasshoff-Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Agenda #3 – Presentation from Ferry Bluff Eagle Council – Ron Grasshoff introduced Juliana Clausen representing the Ferry Bluff Eagle Council.  Juliana gave the following information about the Eagles.  When the dam was created in 1912 the eagles like the area because of the open water, sheltered valleys with big trees and undistributed by human activity, and agricultural fields.  West Point has 2 valleys that the eagles roost.  Eagles are an important to Sauk Prairie as tourists brought in $1 million dollars in January and February of 2004.  In a survey conducted by FBEC, 84.6% see the eagles as a huge part of Sauk Prairie's future.  Juliana stated that West Point has been good stewards of the land.  She would like to see West Point help safeguard eagle habitat and have language put in our comprehensive plan.  Chairman Fred Madison asked if Juliana could get a topographic map of West Point indicating the existing conservation easements related to the eagle habitat, and the areas that FBEC has identified as needing protection listed in order of priority.  Sheila Landsverk asked Juliana if the FBEC would consider writing a letter of support for the town's Lake Planning Grant.  Juliana said they would follow-up on both requests.

Agenda #4 – Approve Minutes from February 3, 2005 - The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Scott King to approve the minutes, 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.  

Agenda #5 – Correspondence – Letter from DOT on the Foss property on Highway 113.  Kevin Kessler asked if Columbia County Planning and Zoning Department had received a copy of the Temporary Limitation Rezoning of Agricultural Land Resolution that the town board had passed in January.  The town clerk will follow up on the request. 

Agenda #6 – Citizens Input – None

Agenda #7 – 4 lot CSM for Cy and Shahana Dombeck – N2167 Rausch Road – Tax Parcel #16.B – Town Engineer Joe Costanza stated that the stormwater management plan for this CSM has been completed. The plan calls for individual infiltration/detention devices on each of the 4 lots.  There will be improvement of the existing ditch along the western and northern boundaries of the CSM.  The ditch along the northern boundary will be increased in size to handle the 100 year storm.  The ditch relocation and improvement could be considered a public improvement.  There was a question on the 2 culverts (24" and 30") the runoff to these culverts will decrease due to the rain gardens. A letter from Town Attorney Jeff Clark stating the following:  he wants title insurance commitment, development agreement, irrevocable letter of credit, covenants and restrictions regulating the construction, maintenance and possible reconstruction of rain gardens and the direction of stormwater, each lot owner should be responsible to maintain the stormwater management easements, and that the developers pay the fee in lieu of parkland.  Town Engineer Joe Costanza stated that he strongly recommends a 66 feet wide right of way (for future road) in the proposed CSM.  There was a question if the 66 feet right a way would be considered a 5th lot and therefore would be a subdivision not a CSM.   Chairman Fred Madison stated that there are residentially zoned parcels of land in this area and the town needs to plan a road for the future.  Sheila Landsverk asked why the Dombeck's were not developing the entire 13 acre parcel now under the Subdivision Ordinance?  Jim Grothman speaking on behalf of the Dombeck's, indicated that is how they want to do it.  If they do a CSM for part of the parcel, then they can't do another CSM for 5 years, but they can come back immediately for the rest of the parcel under the subdivision ordinance.  Fred Madison Planning Commission Chairman asked Jeff Clark- Town Attorney, Joe Costanza-Town Engineer and Jim Grothman to work together and come up with an easement or dedication of road.  A public hearing will be scheduled after all documents have been received and fees been paid.  
Agenda # 8 – Rezoning/Expanding the Conditional Use Permit for Jim Meister – Jim Meister voluntarily came before the planning commission asking for guidance on expanding the Conditional Use Permit or rezoning at W11912 County V (agricultural zoned) because he would like to build a shed to store machinery etc for his business.  Columbia County Planning & Zoning would like Mr. Meister to rezone to Industrial and be limited to the current business (tree trimming, excavating, logging, landscaping and cement work).   Letters from Columbia County and Attorney Jeff Clark concerning the rezoning/expanding the conditional use permit was given to each planning commission member to review. There were concerns on stormwater runoff because of the large open piles of dirt so close to the drainage area that goes to the lake and vandalism at the property.  Mr. Meister is anticipating increasing the lighting for security.  Chairman Fred Madison would like Doug Richmond to talk to Columbia County Planning and Zoning Director John Bluehke. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to postpone until the March 3rd meeting for each member to review the letters from Columbia County and Attorney Jeff Clark, 2nd by Sheila Landsverk – motion carried.

Agenda #9 - Final Action on Revisions of Existing Subdivision Ordinance – The copies of the final draft with revisions of the existing Subdivision Ordinance were given to each Planning Commission member for their review.  Sheila Landsverk asked for the Planning Commission to consider adopting a Code of Ordinances before the adoption of the revision of the Subdivision Ordinance. Attorney Jeff Clark had recommended at the previous meeting, this would save the town money in the long run as future changes to the ordinances are made.  He did not however recommend attempting to adopt a code of Ordinances in conjunction with this revision. The Planning Commission felt that a lot of time and effort has been put into the revising the Subdivision Ordinance and should not wait until a Code of Ordinances are done.  The following changes are as follows:
1. Page 4 (25) should be outlot

2. Page 6 (2) 25 years – but ask Jeff if that is ok or should be 1 year

3. Page 15 (1) should be outlot

4. Page 15 (2) 35 acres
5. Page 45 leave in Industrial

6. Page 49 (2) take out one period

7. Page 52 take out Assume that 1 in 3 houses have a school age child

8. Page 19 (G) add the following – If street lights were required shall be "sharp cutoff luminaries" designed to limit light pollution.

Joe Costanza had 2 revisions also as follows:

1. Section 6(g) – second line change drainage to management

2. Section 6(g) – fourth line change rain gardens to infiltration devices

A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to recommend adoption of the recreated Subdivision Ordinance with the additional amendments listed above from tonight, on page 6 ask attorney if 25 years are ok and with the additional language from town engineer on street lamps, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.   Chair Fred Madison thanked Scott King and Kevin Kessler for their time and effort in revising the Subdivision Ordinance.

Agenda #10 – Revisions of the Erosion Control and Stormwater Management Plan – A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to postpone revision of the Erosion Control and Stormwater Management Plan, 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.


Agenda #11 – Discussion of the Planning Commission Activities for 2005 – A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to postpone  discussion of the Planning Commission Activities and Industrial/Commercial Zoning, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Agenda #12 – Industrial/Commercial Zoning – see motion on agenda #11.


Agenda #13 – Town Board Report – The town board report was given by Bill Niemi.


Agenda #14 – Next Meeting Agenda – Revision of the Erosion Control and Stormwater Management Plan, Discussion of the Planning Commission Activities for 2005, Industrial/Commercial Zoning, Discussion of Rezoning/Expanding the Conditional User Permit for Jim Meister, Proposed Updates to the WI Shoreland Management Program NR115, and any other agenda items that may legally added by the Town Clerk.

Agenda #15 Adjourn Meeting – a motion was made by Kevin Kessler to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 p.m., 2nd by Sheila Landsverk – motion carried.






Respectfully Submitted






Edith K Eberle







Town Clerk
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