TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, January 6, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and posted on the town’s website.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Members present were:  Fred Madison, Doug Richmond, Scott King, Kevin Kessler, Sheila Landsverk, Gordon Carncross, and Cliff Lawton.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joe Costanza Town Engineer.

Agenda #3 – Approve Minutes – December 16, 2004 – The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to approve the minutes as corrected, 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.


Agenda #4 – Correspondence – None


Agenda #5 – Citizens Input – None


Agenda # 6 – Revision of Stormwater Management Ordinance to comply with NR151 – Joe Costanza, Town Engineer attended a 2 day seminar on the new NR 151 in November.  Joe Costanza compared the new NR 151 with the existing Town of West Point erosion control and stormwater management ordinance. He noted there are areas where the existing town ordinance is stronger and areas where the new NR 151 is stronger. The areas of difference were looked at one by one.  There are some areas where it is not as clear whether the town should adopt the new administrative rule language or not.  

 The Town of West Point has 3 basic options:  

1. Leave Ordinance as is, 
2. Adopt NR151,
3. Revise current Ordinance, choosing what is appropriate for the town out of NR 151.
After discussion, the Planning Commission  asked  Joe Costanza, Town Engineer to draft  a document  incorporating the best and most appropriate sections of NR 151 into to our current Erosion Control and Stormwater Management Ordinance as soon as possible. He should indicate in the document those areas where further discussion is necessary.  Joe Costanza will bring the proposed changes back to the Planning Commission for consideration.

Agenda #7 – Discussion and Possible Action on Revisions of Existing Subdivision Ordinance – Scott King stated that he incorporated the definitions that the Planning Commission members had proposed into the revision of the present ordinance and emailed the proposed Ordinance to Attorney Jeff Clark for his suggestions/opinion. Kevin Kessler and Sheila Landsverk requested that Attorney Clark distribute the document to the Planning Commission members at least a couple days prior to its being on the agenda again, so the Commission would have a chance to review it prior to any vote to forward it to the Town Board.  
Agenda #8 – Resolution of a Policy Statement on Rezoning of Agricultural Land – Kevin Kessler read the proposed Resolution on Temporary Limitation on the Rezoning of Agricultural Land for the Planning Commission for their consideration.  A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to recommend the adoption of the Resolution that was read, 2nd by Cliff Lawton – motion carried.  A copy of the proposed resolution is attached to these minutes. This Resolution will now be forwarded to the Town Board for approval. 
Agenda #9 – Larry Lenerz and Jerry Keller on a Proposed Subdivision – Larry Lenerz and Jerry Keller came before the Planning Commission in an exploratory visit asking about possible rezoning of 40 acres adjacent to Selwood Subdivision that is owned by Jerry Keller.  Larry Lenerz and Jerry Keller met with Wisconsin Department of Transportation about a possible entrance across Boehmer Road.  Larry Lenerz stated that if a sanitary system is required they would like to rezone 80 acres at one time. Sheila Landsverk noted the property is one of the few considered ‘prime agricultural’ land by the Columbia County Land Information Office.  While making no concrete commitments, Chair Fred Madison asked developer Larry Lenerz and property owner Jerry Keller to consider possibly a conservation development if they chose to bring this before the Commission at a later date,   
Agenda #10 – Variance for Anthony Pratt for a Boat House at W12814 Highway 188– Anthony Pratt would like to build a boat house on his property and needs highway setback and  height limitation variances.   A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to have a public hearing on the variances for a boat house February 3rd, 2nd by Cliff Lawton – motion carried.
Agenda #11 Next Meeting Agenda – January 20, 2005 – Discussion and Possible Action on Revisions of  Existing Subdivision Ordinance, Speaker Dave Wernecke – Executive Director of the Baraboo Range Preservation Association, Sadek/Zerson – Information, CSM for Kathy Balllweg, Town Board Report, and any other agenda items that may legally  added by the Town Clerk.
Agenda #12 Adjourn Meeting – a motion was made by Cliff Lawton to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m., 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.






Respectfully Submitted






Edith K Eberle







Town Clerk
Resolution #1-6-2005

Temporary Limitation on the Rezoning of Agricultural Land 

in the 

Town of West Point, Columbia County, Wisconsin

Whereas the Town of West Point would like to maintain the rural character and a viable agricultural economic base in the Town; and

Whereas the Town of West Point in cooperation with Columbia County is in the process of developing a comprehensive plan to serve as a blueprint for future growth and development in the Town; and

Whereas the Town of West Point believes that it needs further information that will be generated during the comprehensive planning process before recommending any rezoning of agricultural land;

Therefore, be it resolved,

That for a period of one year following adoption of this resolution, the Town of West Point intends not to recommend the rezoning of any land in the Town currently zoned as agricultural to residential or commercial; and 

That if a landowner believes that this resolution poses a unique and unreasonable hardship, the Town of West Point Planning Commission and Town Board will consider those hardship issues on a case-by-case basis; 

And, be it further resolved, 

That this resolution shall expire one year after the date of adoption of this resolution unless extended by adoption of an additional resolution by the Town Board; and 

That the Town Clerk shall provide a copy of this resolution to the Columbia County Board Chairperson, the Columbia County Planning and Zoning Department and to any landowner who comes before the Town of West Point regarding a rezoning request for agricultural land.

Recommended by action of the Planning Commission this 6th day of January, 2005.

___signed__________________________

Fred Madison - Planning Commission Chair

Adopted by action of the Town Board this _________ day of ____________, 2005.

_____________________________

Fred Thistle Town Chairman

_____________________________

Alan Treinen – 1st Supervisor

_____________________________

Doug Richmond – 2nd Supervisor

_____________________________

Bill Niemi – 3rd Supervisor

_____________________________

Dean Schwarz – 4th Supervisor




Attest:  ______________________________

             Edith K. Eberle – Town Clerk
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