TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, July 21, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order in the absence of Fred Madison at 7:30 p.m.  Members present were: Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer, Sheila Landsverk, Ron Schoepp (late) and Gordon Carncross (town board representative).  Absent were Fred Madison and Robert Ham. Members of the Town Board members that were present: Dean Schwarz, John Miller, Scott King and Bill Niemi. Also present were Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, Jeff Clark-Town Attorney and Joe Costanza-Town Engineer.  
Agenda #3 – Approve Minutes from June 16, 2005 – The minutes were emailed to all Planning Commissioners prior to the meeting.   A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to approve the June 16th minutes, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer - motion carried.  

Agenda #4 – Correspondence – Postcard from Robert Ham, Letter from Columbia County Zoning approving a variance for Douglas and Karen Shinker, Sheila Landsverk shared letters from Bob Daehling and John Kosiorek (both on Hillcrest Drive) requesting that they would like to be  informed if there is a dividing of a lot on Hillcrest Drive, and Gordon Carncross told the Planning Commission that the town board would like input on a moratorium (length, density and scope), and fiscal impact work sheet (copies will be put in mailboxes for review) 
Agenda #5 – Citizens Input – Joe Clark and Dick Jones would like to be informed on a possible rezoning on Slack Road – Maurice Murphy property.  Deanna Lord had some question regarding nuisance undeveloped land next to her property and she was referred to the Town Board.

Agenda #6 – Information on Anchor Ridge Subdivision on State Highway 188 – Jim Grothman from Grothman and Associates and John Belken from Belken Engineering  presented the Planning Commission with copies of engineering design plans, specifications and storm water management and erosion control plans for Anchor Ridge Subdivision.  Anchor Ridge is proposing 14 lots with a cul-de-sac and a proposed out lot for a future road the would be deeded to the town.  The stormwater plan will handle 100% of the runoff that goes into 2 kettles, each lot will have rain gardens, and approximately 12 acres are a pond.  The stormwater plan is designed to handle the 100 year storm.  The following were question or concerns:
· Maintenance of stormwater retention facilities – pond and rain gardens
· Cut density further
· Lots 11 & 12 too small

· Who would be in charge of covenants and restriction – the town or a home owners association
The town engineer has not had enough to review the stormwater plan – so no action was taken to allow the town engineer time to review the stormwater plan.


Agenda #7 – Option C Maple Crest Subdivision for Ken and Lois Foss on State Highway 113 -  Jim Grothman from Grothman and Association explained to the Planning Commissioners that they are proposing Option C which is a conservation subdivision which consists 35 single family lots of 27,000 sq ft. (about 6/10 of an acre), 2 lots over 35,700 sq. ft.  and one 35 acre parcel.  The Foss's have a total of 91.68 acres of that 28.92 acres are presenting zoned single family.  What the Foss's would like to do is to trade zoning on 20 + acres which would allow open and green space on a steep area next to Highway 113.  Discussed were issues of density and possibly staggering development since all the proposed developments in the town will vastly exceed comprehensive planning growth rates.  After discussion the plan commission would like to see a drawing of the number of lots that would be in the 28.92 acres that is in the current zoning single family to see if this would be an even swap of land.  It was stated that the town has a resolution in place not to rezone agricultural land to single family until after January 6, 2006.   Lois Foss offered the Planning Commissioners to walk the property.
Agenda #8 – Gene Harbort Information on the former Dombeck Land on Rausch Road –  Jim Grothman from Grothman and Associates and Gene Harbort presented the Planning Commission with a proposed 4 lot CSM with 20' wide stormwater management easement on each lot.  The 4 lot CSM was presented by the Dombeck's earlier but was withdrawn.  This 4 lot CSM is the same as the Dombeck's but each lot is smaller because of the drainage issues (rain gardens) at the back of the lots. Issues raised were not having all the driveways along Rausch Road, and wanting to connect to the dead end road to the north. Sheila Landsverk presented a proposal created by Chairman Dean Schwarz replacing the proposed 4 lots CSM with driveways along Rausch Road with a road in the middle of 6 lots - one driveway off Rausch Road.   Density of lot size was also issues given to sensitive nature of this area and the drainage into the bay. Gene Harbort and Jim Grothman will do some drawings and come back to the Planning Commission at the August 4th meeting with a proposal. 
Agenda # 9 – Variance for a boathouse for Carmon Gempler at W13190 Lake Drive – Tax Parcel #786 – John Gempler explained the following proposal for his parents (Carmon Gempler).  The Gempler's came before the Planning Commission asking for consideration to build a boathouse and it require the following variances:
· Highway setbacks to Columbia County Ordinance 16-1-19(a)(3)(b)

·  Shoreland Ordinance 16-5-50 removal of shore cover, purpose of Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Protection Ordinance 

·  Shoreland Ordinance 16-5-51 removal of shore cover, shoreline cutting, of Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Protection Ordinance
There will be a public hearing on August 4th – no action taken

Agenda # 10 Variance for a boathouse for Randall & Jolynn Hill at W12674 Pleasant View Park Road – Tax Parcel #652 & 653 – Randall Hill came before the Planning Commission asking for consideration of a height variance to build a boathouse. The variance is to Section 16-5-42.c of Columbia county Shoreland-Wetland Protection Ordinance.  Mr. Hill would like to build the proposed boathouse which would be concrete and placed in the terraced area –there were 7 different views of the property presented.  There will be a public hearing on August 4th – no action taken.


Agenda #11 Sean Cleary – Public Access in Pleasant View Park – Sean Cleary came before the plan commission asking if the town would consider selling/leasing (Overland Drive) located between W12660 & W12666 Pleasant View Park Road.  Overland Drive is a public access owned by the Town of West Point of approximately 20' x 91.64' (1835 square feet).  Mr. Cleary gave the following 3 advantages to the Town of West Point as:
· Cash for the sale of the property

· Property would be added to the tax roll

· Future maintenance costs would be eliminated for the Town

Mr. Cleary also presented a picture of a dead tree that is located on Overland Drive that should be removed.  It was stated that the Town of West Point Park committee are doing an inventory of all town owned access.  It was stated that the only way town land can be sold etc. is at an annual town meeting.  Mr. Cleary was asked to go to DNR. No action.


Agenda #12 Information on possible rezoning of 36.4 acres for Gordon Abbott on County Highway J – tax parcel #570.01 Mr. Gordon Abbott came before the Planning Commission with the following proposal – the DNR is interested in 24 acres of bogs and has offered Mr. Abbott money for 30 acres of bog at the base of Gibraltor Rock.  The Ice Age Trail is  interested in having their trail cross the property. The land is zoned agricultural.  Mr. Abbott would like the town to rezoned 12 acres (3 building sites – 4 acres each) and then he would donate the remaining acres (bog) to the Ice Age Trail/DNR. The Planning Commission stated that they would not rezone agricultural land at the present time.   The issue of the Ice Age Trail crossing the property does not require the DNR to purchase the property; it is a separate issue between the landowner and the Ice Age Trail.
Agenda #13 – Next Meeting Agenda – CSM for Marcel Kjorlie – Wording on fence cost, town board report, report on Lake Planning Grant, discussion/possible action on 4 CSM for Savanna Ridge LLC - Gene Harbort (former Cy Dombeck), Public Hearing/action for Carmon Gempler, Public Hearing/action for Randall Hill, Anchor Ridge Estates, and any other agenda items that may legally added by the town clerk. 
Agenda #14 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 a.m., 2nd by  Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted




Edith K Eberle 
Town Clerk
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