TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, March 17, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Members present were:  Fred Madison, Scott King,  Sheila Landsverk, Kevin Kessler, Cliff Lawton, Gordon Carncross and Doug Richmond (town board representative). Comprehensive Planning Committee present was:  Mike Bunch, Ron Grasshoff, and Dean Schwarz (4th Supervisor), and Fred Madison. Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk.

Agenda #3 – Curt Meine from Leopold Foundation – Mike Bunch introduced Mr. Curt Meine for the Leopold Foundation as our guest speaker for the night.  Aldo Leopold was a conservationist from 1920 to 1960 and best known as Father of Wildlife Management.  Aldo Leopold did one of the first detailed inventories of wildlife study on the Town of West Point from 1936 to 1944.  Among the species he found in his study were:   bob white quail, grouse, pheasant, horned lark, cardinal, goldfinch, junco, tree sparrow, chickadee, nuthatch, crow, blue jay, and red-bellied, red headed, hairy and downy woodpecker.  The red fox was also included in this study.  In 1933 Aldo Leopold became the UW Madison Professor of Wildlife and Wildlife Management, the first professorship of wildlife management in the country.  Aldo Leopold wrote many books but the most famous books was "Sand County Almanac".  Mr. Meine stated that the prairie plants will come back if the cedar trees were cut down. Paul Errington a wild life biologist stated that by 1959 all the bob white quail were gone due to the changes in agricultural.  There were no white tail deer in the earlier days in the Town of West Point.  Aldo Leopold was famous for stating that farmers are conservationists.  Mr. Meine stated, the Town of West Point in their comprehensive planning process should use the tools available to think on the long term of land use and how best to use the land for wildlife protection and habitat.  He asked the town to remember long term impacts on ground water, roads, roads management, and road side prairies.  Chairman Fred Madison thanked Mr. Curt Meine for his presentation.  

Agenda #4 – Approve Minutes from February 17, 2005 and March 3, 2005 – The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to approve the February 17th minutes, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.  A motion was made by Scott King to approve the March 3rd minutes, 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.
Agenda #5 – Correspondence - Letter from Jeff Clark Town Attorney to Attorney Clifford Bobholz on the Cy Dombeck CSM stating that there needs to be more paper work completed and decision on how to handle the 66 foot wide road right-of-way before the time line starts; and a letter from Columbia County with a draft copy of checklists that they will be using for Rezoning and Conditional Use Permits.
Agenda #6 – Citizens Input – Dan Benish (W11814County V) stated that he will be expanding his dairy herd to 420 cows. 

Agenda #7 – Variance (Highway Setback) for Karen & Doug Shinker at N2229 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel #40 – A variance application has been received from  Karen and Doug Shinker at N2229 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel 40.  The Shinker's would like to teardown their 500 sq. ft current home and replace it with a new home.  The Shinker's have lived there for 12 years.  They need a highway setback as the new home will be approximately 90 feet from the centerline of State Highway 188 and approximately 30 feet from the right of way.  There is no water setback variance required.  There was a question if they would need a second variance for a substandard lot.  The town clerk will check with Columbia County Zoning to see if a second variance is needed for a substandard lot.  A public hearing on the variance(s) will be held on April 7, 2005. 

Agenda #8 – Maple Crest Subdivision – Mr. Ken Foss asked to have Maple Crest Subdivision withdrawn from the agenda tonight, since he is still awaiting a response from WI DOT on the road. He hopes to have it on the agenda in April.
Agenda #9 – Discussion of Rezoning/Expanding the Conditional Use Permit for Jim Meister - Doug Richmond had talked to John Bluemke, Columbia County Planning and Zoning Director, about the possible Rezoning/Expanding of the Conditional Use Permit for Jim Meister.  Doug Richmond stated that Columbia County was not interested in negotiating a new conditional use permit with Mr. Meister covering an expanded area, with increased stipulations and a sunset clause as the Planning Commission had expressed an interest in at the last meeting.  Columbia County Planning and Zoning Department considers the current use as not acceptable under the terms of the current conditional use permit.   Columbia County would like to see a CSM done for the expansion and rezone 4 acres of land from agricultural to industrial.  There is no sunset clause on the Conditional Use Permit as it stays with the land.  The area needs to be cleaned up.  There can be restrictions put on the land (if rezoned and/or expansion).  There was a strong indication the Planning Commissioners would not be supportive to rezone the land from Agricultural to Industrial.  At this point in time there is no action since Mr. Meister has no specific proposal before the Planning Commisson. Mr. Meister has a right to make a rezoning application to the Town of West Point.  Doug Richmond will communicate to Mr. Meister and to John Bluemke, Director of Columbia County Planning and Zoning that the Planning Commission is not interested in adding additional areas to the current Conditional Use Permit and is not interested in rezoning the land from agricultural to Industrial. 
Agenda #10 – Discussion of the Planning Commission Activities for 2005 – Kevin Kessler has emailed the Planning Commissioners in February about the question on proposed subdivisions and how we will not entertain any zoning changes for 1 year.  Kevin stated the town needs to have a plan, a policy or some guidelines to follow for future development in the interim of the comprehensive plan being completed in 2008.  Sheila Landsverk stated that the primary purpose and timing of the Lake Planning Grant was to assist in providing research and speakers to help the Planning Commission and town move forward on these critical issues.  The Planning Commission would like to be more connected with the activities of the Comprehensive Planning committee.  After discussion a motion was made by Scott King to have a quarterly joint meeting with the Comprehensive Planning committee and the Planning Commission, 2nd by Cliff Lawton – motion carried.  A committee of Kevin Kessler, Scott King, Sheila Landsverk, Ron Grasshoff and Mike Bunch will get together and work on planning issues.  

Agenda #11 – Industrial/Commercial Zoning – no action

Agenda #12 – Proposed Updates to the WI Shore land Management Program NT115 – Copies of the Proposed Updates to NR115 (WI Shore land Management ) were given to each Planning Commission members. The updates are being proposed because the current state mandated zoning ordinances are ineffective in achieving their purpose.  Many counties with substantial shoreland residential areas have ordinances stricter than the present state mandated and are models for some of the proposed changes. Sheila Landsverk went over briefly the proposed changes for the planning commission member's information.  This WI Shore land Management Program is for all land 1000 feet from the lake.  Sheila Landsverk stated that anyone interest in NR should attend the public hearings and go to the website for current information.  Sheila also stated that the Planning Commission should consider these proposed changes as options and tools to consider as undeveloped residential areas around shorelands in West Point are developed in the years ahead.
Agenda #13 – Next Meeting Agenda – Maple Crest Subdivision;  Comments on Proposed Columbia county Permit Check List for Rezoning and Conditional Use Permits, Public Hearing for Karen & Doug Shinker on Highway Setback Variance (possible Substandard lot size), Variance for Highway Setback and possible Substandard lot size for Karen & Doug Shinker, Lake Planning Grant, and any other agenda items that may legally be added by the Town Clerk.

Agenda #14 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Scott King to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m., 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted




Edith K Eberle 
Town Clerk
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