TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, May 19, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Members present were: Fred Madison Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer, Sheila Landsverk, and Gordon Carncross (town board representative).  Members of the Comprehensive Planning Committee present were:  Ron Grasshoff, Gabe Miller, Mike Bunch, and Fred Madison. Also present were Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman and Joe Costanza-Town Engineer.  

Agenda #3 – River PAL – Representing River PAL was Kathi Risley who gave the presentation on Sauk Prairie Riverfront Restoration and Revitalization Plan.  River PAL has been active for many years in promoting public safety education and environmental awareness in our use and enjoyment of Wisconsin River.   River PAL is a stewardship group with a goal to manage growth and to keep development out of the flood plain.  They have been involved with area business to create a River Front Plan.  Due to the Clean Water Act of 1972 – water quality has improved and wildlife has returned.  There are six primary goals of River PAL and they are as follows:
· Recognize and improve what we already have

· Protect the river view, natural areas and open space

· Improve water quality

· Ensure compatible recreation use

· Use available tools for managing growth and development

· Identify opportunities, look for examples and get people involved

Kathi said the information the River PAL is gathering will be incorporated into the Sauk County Comprehensive Plan.

Jean Ulmuth from WI DNR stated that the group has received a SNR Rive Planning Grant (covering the area from the dam to the sewage plant) to do an assessment of the river front and develop a restoration plan.  The west bank of the River assessment has been done and now they will be working on the east bank of the River which is partial in the Town of West Point.  Their goal is to develop recommendations on how to manage vegetation along the River.  Jean stated they had Ron Heffron as a speaker recently discussing a subdivision project they did in another region.  The subdivision was a conservation development with a storm water management corridor. They would like developers look at conservation development in the future.  River PAL has a web site which is spriverpal.org.  Chairman Fred Madison thanked Jean and Kathi for the presentation.

Agenda #4 – Swear in Planning Commission member - Town Clerk Edith Eberle swear in Nathan Sawyer as a new Planning Commission member whose term ends April 30, 2008.

Agenda #5 – Approve Minutes from May 5, 2005 – The minutes were emailed to all Planning Commissioners prior to the meeting.   A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to approve the May 5th minutes, 2nd by Kevin Kessler - motion carried.  

Agenda #6 – Elect Officers and Set Date of Election – The Planning Commission discussed the date of election for Planning Commission officers. A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to set the first meeting in June for the election of Planning Commission officers – the term is for one year, commencing in the first meeting in June until the second meeting in May, 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.  A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to delay the election officers until the second meeting in June for the Planning Commission as they have not be all appointed, 2nd by Sheila Landsverk – motion carried.  
Agenda #7 – Correspondence – A letter from Attorney Jeff Clark regarding Marcel Kjorlie CSM.  Mr. Kjorlie has a problem with having to install a fence at his cost, as required by our ordinance. Mr. Kjorlie feels it should be a shared cost.  This will be on the agenda for the June 2nd meeting.  Sheila Landsverk requested a tax parcel number and address for the property, plus the name, address and tax parcel number for the adjoining property prior to the next scheduled meeting.
Agenda #8 – Citizens Input – None

Agenda #9 – Leonard & Betty Thomas – Increase lot size on Pulvermacher Tax Parcel Number is 456.A – In 1971 Leonard and Betty Thomas purchased 140 acres, comprised of a 5 acre farm parcel which includes their home and 135 acres on land contract.  The Thomas's would like to move to a senior center and need to sell their home.  The boundaries of the current 5 acre parcel cut through the middle of the barn building, and does not fit the size of the residential area.  They need to increase the size of their parcel to be able to sell it, and it looks reasonably like it would become about 8 acres.  They asked the Planning Commission for their input.   The remaining land will stay agricultural.  The planning commission suggested that the Thomas' contact John Bluemke at Columbia County Zoning to check on the zoning and if the 5 acre parcel is currently zoned agricultural than they could move ahead with the CSM which would include all the buildings.  They would then contact the town clerk to start the process.   

Agenda #10 – Bill Clemens – Divide a lot on Hillcrest Drive –  Mr. Clemens was not present therefore no action was taken.  Sheila Landsverk requested address and tax parcel information, and information on adjoining property owners, if it comes back to the Planning Commission.
Agenda #11 – Erosion Control and Storm Water Ordinance – Each of the Planning Commission members were e-mailed a copy of the revised Erosion Control and Storm Water Ordinance from Attorney Jeff Clark.  The Planning Commissioners wanted to change the title of the Ordinance to be "Erosion Control and Storm water Runoff Management for the Town of West Point" (Management would replace Standards), and under Section  2 the title would be known as referred to as, "Erosion Control and Storm water Management Ordinance."  A second major change was made to Section 3, the Findings and Declaration of Policy section.  Sheila Landsverk state that WAPA suggested the best protection of local government in ordinance development depended on how well written comprehensive and specific the 'purpose' statement of the ordinance is.  The beginning of the second sentence was re-written to state, "It is therefore, declared to be the policy of this Ordinance to protect surface and groundwater quality and to provide for the control and if possible, the prevention of soil erosion….".  The Town Engineer  Joe Costanza had some minor changes that were also made to the Ordinance.  A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to recommend to the town board the approval of the revised Erosion Control and Storm Water Management Ordinance with changes that the Planning Commission and Town Engineer Joe Costanza had made at tonight's meeting and to recommend approval the fee schedule that was presented, 2nd by Sheila Landsverk – motion carried.
Agenda #12 – Possible Revision to the Sub Division Ordinance – Page 48 – E-2 Park Fund to include Natural Development Area – Chairman Dean Schwarz explained that he would like it to be clearly stated in the Ordinance that natural area development be added as within the scope of Park development.  Storm water runoff at the Town Hall and Ryan Park could be dissipated by developing natural areas on the edge of the park.  After discussion a motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to recommend to the town board that on page 48 of the Sub Division Ordinance section E-2 be amended to include Natural Area Development within Parks, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer – motion carried. 
Agenda #13 – Discussion and possible action on Joint finance Committee on Comprehensive Planning (Smart Growth) – Sheila Landsverk stated that the WI Joint Finance Committee had proposed the elimination of funding of about $2 million annually for Smart Growth, and all Smart Growth requirements for counties and local governments.  The Smart Growth program was a compromise piece of legislation involving many from business, community and government following changes to the state requirements for septic sittings.  Many counties used septic and sanitary guidelines as the primary backbone to their zoning ordinances, which would no longer be as feasible.  Sheila shared a fact sheet that stated 28 counties and 466 towns have applies for and received grants for comprehensive planning in the past six years.  Columbia County didn't apply for the grant because they felt they could just bill the towns instead.   West Point could still contract with Columbia County and apply for a comprehensive planning grant to cover costs if the program is not cut.  The Governor may be able to restore the program but may not be able to restore the funding, if it gets to him. It would be best for the JFC recommendation to be rescinded in the legislature before it gets to the Governor. 

Sheila also presented a resolution drafted by WAPA in support for Comprehensive Planning for the Planning Commissioners to consider and forward to the Town Board for approval.  Some Commissioners thought the WAPA resolution was too vague.   After discussion a motion was made by Kevin Kessler to postpone the Resolution for Comprehensive Planning to get a more comprehensive resolution from the Wisconsin Towns Association and have it on the agenda of the next meeting, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.
Agenda #14 – Report by Sheila Landsverk on WI Chapter of APA Conference – Sheila Landsverk and Dean Schwarz had attended the conference in Sheboygan earlier this week.  There were many informative sessions.  On Tuesday there was a pre-conference Workshop on Wisconsin Land Use Legislation led by UW Professor Brian Ohm.  The workshop included a comprehensive booklet on state land use regulation.  Sheila also attended sessions on the Comprehensive Planning Grant Program, the development of an Implementation Handbook for the Comprehensive Planning process, and on internet mapping tools available to assist the planning process.  The Secretary of DATCP gave a keynote where he indicated he was forming a Working Lands Initiative to protect state farmlands.  There are four items that were discussed to help with environment/erosion/runoff and there are:
· Pervious Concrete (Eco-Creto) – which would absorb 26 times more than cement (3000 psi within 24 hours or 5000 psi in 28 days)

· Rain Gardens

· Green Roofs

· Bio Retention Ponds

A suggestion was also made that after each element of the Comprehensive Plan is finished it should be approved by the Planning Commission.

Agenda #15 – Town Board Report – Gordon Carncross – The town board report was given by Gordon Carncross from the May 12th, 2005 meeting.
Agenda #16 – Next Meeting Agenda – Report and Update on Lake Planning Grant, CSM for Marcel Kjorlie – Wording on fence cost, Joint Finance Committee on Comprehensive Planning (Smart Growth) with possible Resolution, Contents for a Planning Commission members packets, and any other agenda items that may legally added by the town clerk. 
Agenda #17 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m., 2nd by  Kevin Kessler – motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted




Edith K Eberle 
Town Clerk
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