TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town of West Point Planning Commission held their regular bimonthly meeting on Thursday, May 20, 2004 at the West Point town hall at 7:40 p.m.  The meeting was posted in three places and posted on the website.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order.  The members present were Fred Madison, Gordon Carncross, Scott King, Cliff Lawton, Doug Richmond (town board member), and Edith Eberle (Town Clerk).  Absent was:  Kevin Kessler and Dick O’Connor.


Agenda Item #3 – Approval of the Minutes from May 6, 2004 – The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Cliff Lawton to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Agenda Item #4 – Correspondence – None


Agenda Item #5 – Citizens Input – Comments on Ed Minihan from the Town of Dunn on Growth Management.  


Agenda Item # 6 – Gordon Abbott – Split of Land on Highway J – Mr. Abbott just purchased 36 acres – asked if it could be split – he would donate 15 acres to the county park or Town of West Point.  The Town has turned down the splitting of the land before.  The town is not interested in dividing the land.


Agenda Item #7 – Consideration of proposed Vision Statement for Comprehensive Plan - Revised Vision Statement copy was presented to the Planning Commission for consideration.  The Vision Statement is as follows:  This Comprehensive Plan for the Town of West Point protect the Town’s rural and scenic character and it’s natural, cultural and agricultural resources while planning for and directing reasonable growth for present and future generations.  The Plan is intended, to the extent feasible, to preserve agricultural lands, woodlands, and environmentally sensitive areas; protect historical and cultural sites; maintain and improve water quality; and conserve natural and recreational resources, including the remaining undeveloped Lake Wisconsin shoreline.  The Plan envisions limited but orderly development in a manner that will allow services to be provided efficiently and economically.  The Plan fully recognizes and considers the property rights of landowners.  A motion was made by Scott King adopt the proposed Vision Statement, 2nd by Cliff Lawton – motion carried.


Agenda Item #8 – Consideration of a Resolution on Transitional Areas - The proposed resolution from the Comprehensive Planning Committee was presented to the Town of West Point Planning Commission.  Planning Committee members gave the comments on the Resolution.  Ron Steiner from General Engineering representing Dan Heffron and the Ryan Land gave his concerns.  Doug Richmond stated that he feels there are ways to control development and still keep the rural character.  

Agenda Item #9 – Amendment of the Land Use Plan  - A motion was made by Scott King to postpone until June 3, 2004 due to computer files could not be open correctly, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

Agenda Item #10 – Comprehensive Plan/Land Use Plan - The following was presented to the Planning Commission from the Comprehensive Planning Committee for their consideration:

POPULATION:

Population Vision

Growth levels sustainable within the limits resources of the Town of West Point

Goal  #1:  Slow, Steady Population Growth

Objective 1:  Maintaining a maximum population growth rate consistent with average growth rate since 1960

Objective 2:  Discourage residential development on agricultural land

Objective 3:  Enforce the Town Land Division Ordinance in a manner consistent with the Town Comprehensive Plan

Goal #2:  Promote retention of Family Farms


Objective 1:  Support and sponsor agricultural continuing educational opportunities.

HOUSING:

Housing Element Vision


Residences set in attractive, healthy, safe and appropriate environments for all Town residents.

Goal #1:  Provide for planned and orderly housing development


Objective 1:  Encourage rehabilitation and proper maintenance of older homes.


Objective 2:  Encourage in filling of vacant lots in exiting subdivisions.


Objective 3:  Encourage new development to be sited near or adjacent to exiting development, when appropriate


Objective 4:  Require connectivity between adjacent housing developments for vehicular traffic.


Objective 5:  Limit the amount of multi-family housing in unsewered areas


Objective 6:  Limit the development of additional mobile home parks in unsewered areas.


Objective 7:  Recommend that the County Zoning and Town Subdivision Ordinances be amended as necessary to increase the minimum lot size for lots not served by public sanitary sewer when appropriate.


Objective 8:  Encourage clustered residential development subject to appropriate standards.


Objective 9:  Review all Town Land Use Ordinances and recommend necessary changes to implement plan.


Objective 10:  Discourage residential development on prime agricultural lands.


Objective 11:  Approval of new housing permits at a maximum rate consistent with historical averages.*

Goal #2:  A cooperative approach involving the town to meet current and future housing needs.

Objective 1:  Seek input of appropriate property owners in areas affected by housing development plans.


Goal #3:  A full range of housing opportunities available for the Town of West Point’s current and future residents.

Objective 1:  Encourage multi-family and group housing to locate in urban areas of the County where public utilities are or will be available.

· Objective 11 – the planning commission will work on the wording for the June 3rd meeting.


Agenda Item #11 – Town Board Report – Doug Richmond gave the following report:  Ed Minihan from Town of Dunn gave a 30 minute presentation on Development rights, Contract for General Engineering was signed, Fence Ordinance was postponed, Fireworks for VFW was approved, Fireworks for Crystal Lake was approved, Bike path on new town hall land was given to Park Committee, there were change orders for the new town hall, Chevron signs moved on Reynolds Road, CSM & Variance for Steve Britt was withdrawn, Dedication for new town hall on October 10th, Variance for Richard Kittleson was approved, Rezoning for Jerry Keller was approved,  and Change orders and landscaping at Selwood Park was approved.


Agenda Item # 12 – Commission Members Matters – Gordon asked if the planning commission members had looked at the Fitchburg guidelines that he had handout to commission members.  


Agenda Item #13 – Next Meeting Agenda – June 3, 2004 –  Okee/Harmony Grove Sewer District with Ken Foss, Amendments of the Land Use Plan, Comprehensive Plan/Land Use Plan, and what other agenda items that can be legally put on.


Agenda Item #14 – Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Scott King to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m., 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.








Edith Eberle








Town Clerk
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