TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, May 5, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Members present were: Kevin Kessler, Scott King, Sheila Landsverk, and Gordon Carncross (town board representative).  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman.  Absent were Fred Madison and Cliff Lawton.

Agenda #3 – Approve Minutes from April 21, 2005 – The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  There was discussion related to the Storm water Ordinance item on 9f2F and 9f2E were not clear on Exclusion and Exemptions - these items will be discussed at the May 19th meeting.  Also on Section 10a – replace town clerk with town engineer.  A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to approve the April 21st minutes with corrections, 2nd by Scott King - motion carried.  

Agenda #4 – Correspondence – A copy of an article Undisturbed Shoreline at "The Point" which is the Roark property on Trails End which has a 20 acre conservation easement with the Natural Heritage Land Trust was distributed to the Planning Commission information. 
Sheila Landsverk spoke on highlights of the Wisconsin Association of Lakes convention she attended in Green Bay on April 29th, particularly related to our lake grant and sessions she attended. One session delineated research which showed that under the current system of school district funding, districts with a sizeable percentage of lake homes, like our area, have to pay higher property taxes for schools than districts without lake homes, due to how their land values increase at a faster rate. Under the present state school funding system, even if towns and school districts maintained zero growth, mil rates would increase due to the decreasing state revenue due to increasing land values. This will be exacerbated by loss of students by the school districts and residential growth in lake areas. If TABOR, the tax payer bill of rights were to be passed, it would further aggravate an exuberated situation, and the limitation would require towns and school districts to severely slash their budgets. 

Agenda #5 – Citizens Input –Gordon Carncross reported that he had talked to a Columbia County Highway employee and the Town of West Point has the option of what is put on the town roads in the winter time as follows:

· Sand/Salt mixture

· Bottom Ash/Salt

· Salt

Gordon also stated the Trails End and Morter Road have the greatest amount of mixture put on them.  Kevin Kessler stated that he is worried about the sedimentation that goes in the lake. 
Mike Zitnick thanked the Planning Commission for their efforts on the Lake Planning Grant.


Agenda #6 – Report and Update on Lake Planning Grant – Sheila Landsverk gave the following update:
· The DNR Grant has been signed and the town has asked for $7,500.00 to help get the project stated.

· Environmental Horizons, Inc. had some issues with the revised contact that Sheila Landsverk and Attorney Jeff Clark had done.  Sheila has a copy of the latest contract for review.  The consultants will do the Watershed study first and than the survey with lake shore owners.  There will be a presentation to the town on the Watershed study in the fall of 2005 and the presentation on the results of the survey in March 2006.
· Scott King asked why his request to assist and provide oversight to the consultant regarding the database was not being used.  Sheila stated that the consultants prefer to work independently and she has already discussed the parameters of the database with them. Scott continued to press his concern on how the database will be built and expandable in the future. Sheila suggested he email his concerns to her which he agreed to do. 

Agenda #7 – Town Board Report (including a 1 year report on building permits issued) – Gordon Carncross 2nd Supervisor gave the town board report for the April 14th meeting.  In 2004 there were 28 building permits issued. Copies of the reports of building permits that Municipal Engineering gives the town board each month were given to the Planning Commission members to review.   There was discussion on what is maintenance of a home and when is a building permit required.  Building permits are important in that they are an indicator of the growth rate of our town.
Agenda #8 – Review of available maps – the town clerk stated that Columbia County has told her that by July of this year the Town of West Point information/maps will be completed.  There are maps in the town clerks office that Sheila Landsverk and Dean Schwarz (town chairman) will look at and report back to the Planning Commission.
Agenda #9 – Discussion and Reorganization of the Planning Commission – Scott King presented to the planning commission his proposals as follows:
1. The first meeting of the month is for Variances – CSM – Rezoning
2. The second meeting of the month is for Long Term Planning – Ordinances etc.

Kevin Kessler stated that it is the same amount of time that is needed to work on long term items as it is to hear variances etc.  Sheila Landsverk stated that the Planning Commission needs to manage meetings better and make the meetings more productive.  A motion was made by Scott King to postpone election of officers – the motion was withdrawn.

Agenda #10 – Next Meeting Agenda – River Pals, Swear in Planning Commission Members, Elect Officers and date that election of officers will be held, Erosion and Storm Water Control Ordinance, Question on dividing a lot on Hillcrest for Bill Clemens, Town Board Report, Report from the WI Chapter APA Conference, and any other agenda items that may legally added by the town clerk. 
Agenda #11 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Scott King          to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 p.m., 2nd by  Sheila Landsverk – motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted




Edith K Eberle 
Town Clerk
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