TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town of West Point Planning Commission held their regular bimonthly meeting on Thursday, May 6, 2004 at the West Point town hall at 7:35 p.m.  The meeting was posted in three places and posted on the website.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order.  The members present were Fred Madison, Gordon Carncross, Kevin Kessler, Scott King, Dick O’Connor, Cliff Lawton, Doug Richmond (town board member), and Edith Eberle (Town Clerk).  Also present was Jeff Clark and Joe Costanza.


Agenda Item #3 – Public Hearing on Highway Setback on Highway 188 for  Richard Kittleson – Mr. Kittleson owns Lot 47 (4 lots down from the ferry), he needs a 10 ft variance from Highway 188.  Mr. Kittleson would like to tear down old house and build a new 2-story house with a garage.  The variance would allow a 100 feet variance from Highway 188 instead of the required 110 feet. There was no objection or comments from the people present.  The public hearing was adjourned.


Agenda Item #4 – Approval of the Minutes from April 15, 2004 – The minutes were emailed to all planning commission members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Dick O’Connor to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Kevin Kessler – motion carried.


Agenda Item #5 – Correspondence – the correspondence that has been received is agenda items.


Agenda Item #6 – Citizens Input – None


Agenda Item # 7 – Presentation of Inglewood Prairie Plat on Golf Road – Presentation of the proposed plat was given by Jim Grothman.  The plat has 7 lots - 2 lots of the proposed plat have lake frontage.  All lots are a ½ acre or larger.  Tom Pinon from MSA explained the technical plans for the proposed plat.  A storm water plan has been submitted to Joe Costanza town engineer.  Joe Costanza explained his concerns about the storm water management plan – but he feels that the storm water plan can be made to work.    Jeff Clark stated that this proposed plat has sensitive issues.  There are 2 concerns with this plat - #1 easement and #2 can a landowner dedicate their rights (easement) in favor of a public road.  There needs to be a public road plan.  The clock has not been started on the proposed plat.  They have agreed to pay the fees of the town engineer and town attorney.   


Agenda Item #8 – Variance for Richard Kittleson on Highway 188 for Highway Setback – The planning commission members asked questions of concern to Richard Kittleson.  2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that the new Variance Standards states that “no reasonable use” is not a reason to deny a variance – needs to look at each case individually.  A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to recommend approval for Richard Kittleson, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – Yes – 7; No 0 – motion carried.


Agenda Item #9 – CSM for JoAnne Lichte on Reynolds Road – is withdrawn from the agenda until a request is made to be put back on the agenda.


Agenda Item #10 – Consideration of proposed Vision Statement from Smart Growth Plan – Gabe Miller presented the proposed copy of the vision statement from the comprehensive planning committee.  Commission members questioned why the work “tillable” was added before “agricultural”.  The Commission members indicated that they would prefer a vision statement with more balance.  After discussion - Kevin Kessler volunteered to help the comprehensive committee to revise the vision statement.  Dick O’Connor stated that from Feb, 1995 minutes from the Planning Commission it stated that the people have the right to maximum the value of their land.  No action on the draft vision statement was taken.


Agenda Item #11 – Resolution on Transitional Areas & Agenda Item #12 – Amendment of the Land Use Plan – Kevin Kessler stated that the feeling from the public hearing was to do not have such large transitional areas – particularly in the north central part of the Town.  Kevin gave the following 3 options for the Land Use Plan:

1. Adopt the proposed Land Use Plan changes including the addition of some or all of the proposed additional transition area.

2. Make changes to the Land Use Plan but not add any additional land to the transitional area

3. Amend the Land Use Plan and to rescind the present transitional areas in Land Use Plan

Each planning commission members gave his opinion and most favored option 1 or option 3.  Kevin Kessler agreed to draft proposed changes under both options 1 and 3 so that changes to the land use plan following one or the other of those two options could be adopted at the next Planning Commission meeting.  No further action was taken.


Agenda Item #13 – Commission Members Matters – Scott King asked to have a copy of the building permits and lots in the Town of West Point that can be developed.  Gordon Carncross gave a copy of Town of Fitchburg criteria for residential development for commission members to look over.


Agenda Item #14 – Next Meeting Agenda – May 20, 2004 – Amendment to Land Use Plan, Comprehensive Plan/Land Use Plan, Split of Land on Highway J


Agenda Item #15 – Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Scott King to adjourn the meeting at 10:13 p.m., 2nd by Cliff Lawton – motion carried.








Edith Eberle








Town Clerk
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