TOWN OF WEST POINT

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Planning Commission of the Town of West Point held their semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, September 1, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting was posted in three places as required by law and on the web.  Fred Madison called the meeting to order at 7:39 p.m.  Members present were: Fred Madison, Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer, Robert Ham, Ron Schoepp and Gordon Carncross (town board representative).  Sheila Landsverk was absent.  Members of the Town Board members that were present: Dean Schwarz, John Miller, and Scott King. Also present were Mary Ann Johnson, Secretary, Gabe Miller, member of the Town of West Point Comprehensive Planning Committee, Jeff Clark-Town Attorney (late) and Joe Costanza-Town Engineer.  

Agenda #3 – Public Hearing for Dr. Maurice Murphy – W12102 Slack Road – Tax Parcel #71  -Dr. Murphy wants to divide and sell one acre of land on Slack road. The Town sent 17 letters to surrounding property owners 

Clerk.  Following are the residents who asked to speak at the Public 

Hearing:

Dick Jones property is across the road, directly across his driveway.  

He opposes this idea, wants to keep the rural nature.  Feels there are 

other choices for Dr. Murphy.  

Joe Clark owns just above Dr. Murphy, is against the proposal 

because drainage problems need to be considered.  This will ruin his 

view.

Ken Krinke owns to the east, he has maintained his property 

as natural woodland.  He feels one acre parcels could lead to more 

one-acre parcels.

Ethel Slack who co owns Slacks Jams & Jellies, which is across from 


the proposed one acre lot.  She feels that this will lead to more houses.  In the past Dr. Murphy had planted trees directly across from her property blocking the view of the lake. She is opposed to the division of land and rezoning.  

Alan Langeteig lives on Hillcrest.  He has concerns about cutting up 

agricultural land on a piece-by-piece basis.

Joyce Steckel is the realtor representing the possible sale.  She says it 

is currently mapped as transitional.  The actual location of the house 

could be pre-picked so as not to cause a sight problem.  

Jane Jones is also opposed; she is concerned with increased traffic.

Bob Sprysl lives on Slack Road; he feels that this is an opportunity for 
a larger split of land. 

Tom Janssen lives on Slack Rd.  He is concerned about 1 acre divisions.

John Miller asked if the land is currently being used as agriculture. 

The response is that it is not being farmed, it is woodlands.

Adjourn public hearing at 7:59 PM

Agenda #4 – Approve Minutes from August 18, 2005 – The minutes 

were emailed to all Planning Commissioners prior to the meeting.   A 

motion was made by Kevin Kessler to approve the August 18th 

minutes with corrections italicized, 2nd by Gordon Carncross - motion 

carried.  

Agenda #5 – Correspondence – A letter from Robert Ham was passed out to each Plan Commission member.
Agenda #6 – Citizens Input – Dick Jones does not want to see any more lots divided.  Dean Schwartz addressed the issue of the change in the agenda regarding dialogue outside of Citizens input. He explained that people who want to speak on action items, need to be pre-approved.  

Mike Zitnick wants to address the changes in the agenda.  He feels 

this is a dangerous precedent.  Mr. Zitnick doesn’t want to see his rights removed. Dean explained that this has been changed on the Town board agenda, also citizens cannot debate a topic that is the commission’s responsibility. Joan Ryan stated that the National Weather Service is requesting volunteers as observers.  See Joan if you are interested.  They provide equipment needed.  Alan Langeteig wants to speak on agenda item #7.

Agenda #7 – Rezoning for Dr. Maurice Murphy – W12102 Slack Road – Tax Parcel # 71  This is a 30-acre parcel, but owns a total of 78 acres.  Fred Madison asked Dr. Murphy if he wanted to speak.  Dr. Murphy stated that his attorney has not responded to his requests for assistance.  There is a question if the ownership of this property was before 1965; this has not been thoroughly investigated.  Dr. Murphy is of the opinion that this was well before the ordinances that would control the division of just one acre from agricultural zoning.  Dr. Murphy feels that if this ownership was before the zoning changes it obviates the Town’s decision. Doc wants his lawyer to be able to address these issues to the Town.  Fred Madison asked if there had been a discussion with the Ice Age Trail people – no answer.   There are other options for Dr. Murphy to receive monetary assistance; if he wants to he can sell off 40 acres. A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to deny Dr. Murphy request for rezoning of 1 acre of land,  2nd d by Bob Ham - motion carried.    

Agenda #8 – Ordinance creating a Moratorium of Residential –Sub Divisions - There was an extensive discussion between the Commission and the Attorney as to what constitutes a reasonable duration.  The attorney had originally placed 18 months in the Ordinance.  Several Commission members want to go to 36 months, which would be closer to the County time of completion. Following are the Commi9ssiona recommendations:

Remove the following sections:

Section 2 (F)

Section 2 (G) 

Change the following:

Section 2 (H) from a child to a person related by blood or marriage Add the following:

Section 3 (A) $300 for the fee.

Section 4 This Ordinance shall expire in 36 months…

Motion Robert Ham  to recommend to the Town Board approval of the Ordinance creating a Moratorium of Residential-Subdivisions with changes recommended by the Plan Commission, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – yes  - 5, no – 1 – motion carried.
Agenda # 9 – 4 lot CSM for Savanna Ridge LLC – Gene Harbort – 

Rausch Road – Joe Costanza – town engineer said they are not coming to this meeting, they will be at the next meeting.


Agenda #10 – Anchor Ridge Estates – State Highway 188 –

Joe Costanza – town engineer indicated they are not coming in because they still are having problems on the storm water issue.

Agenda #11 – 2 lots CSM for Longboat Properties LLC (Angela Spahn) at W12230 Hillcrest Drive – Tax Parcel #864 - No one is here.

Agenda #12 – Next Meeting Agenda –  Change in the agenda regarding discussion during topics by audience members, Savanna Ridge should be ready for a Public Hearing, 2 lot CSM for Longboat properties should be ready for a Public Hearing, Inglewood Sub-Division –Golf Road

Possible extension of town board resolution on zoning changes, discussion of Robert Ham’s letter and any other agenda items that may legally added by the town clerk.
Agenda #13 - Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Robert Ham to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by  Kevin Kessler – meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

Mary Ann Johnson

Secretary
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