TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, April 14, 2005 at 
 7:30 p.m., at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.
 
The town board meeting was called to order by Chairman Dean Schwarz who introduced the town board to residents that were present.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that his dad had made him gavel that he will be using.  The town board members present were:  Dean Schwarz-Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and at present time there is no-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   

The minutes from the March 10, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the minutes, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

The minutes from the March 22, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the minutes, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was given by Joan Bader as follows; General - $151,802.17 before bills, Tree Fund - $7,120.34, Park Fund - $17,043.50, and Historical Fund - $370.75.  The treasurer and clerk balanced with the March bank statement.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the Treasurers report as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.
Correspondence –  Invitation from Columbia County Economic Development Corporation for Annual Dinner Meeting, Recorded Declaration of Joint Access for James and Donna Kirner, Waste Management Recycling Activity for February 2005, Calendar Year 2004 Housing Survey 28 new single family units added, Letter from General Engineering to ThermoDynamics on volume of noise coming from air handling units, Irrevocable Letter of credit for Jiran & Sadek LLC for $111,831.25, Warranty Deed from Associated Bank on exchange of land,  Columbia County Resolution No 6-05  on TABOR (Taxpayers Bill of Rights) or proposals that would freeze property tax dollars, Columbia County Directory – town officials was mailed to County Clerk, Emailed Planning Commission Chair name, Memo form Columbia County on Outdoor Wood-Fired Furnaces and Checklists for Rezoning and Conditional Use Permit for Columbia county.

A copy of the bills was given to each town board member prior to the meeting for their consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented with the exception of Garden Bluff Cemetery (which will be on the agenda for May), 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Under Public Input – Kevin Kessler brought a jar of bottom ash (not sand that Columbia County Highway has been putting on only the town roads (not State and County roads) this winter.  The bottom ash is the product of choice for seal coating.  A resident asked if copies of the bills and budget could be available for the people to review at each meeting.  Robert Davis announced his resignation from the Sauk Prairie Ambulance Board (Robert is the Town of West Point representative on the board).  Robert Davis was asked to submit a written letter of resignation.

The Planning Commission Report was given by Gordon Carncross on the March 17th and April 7th meeting.


The Park Committee report was given by Bill Niemi.  The Park Equipment is on the agenda tonight.


Phosphorus on the soccer field at the West Point Town Hall was brought up for discussion.  The Coop has done a test of the soil to see what the soil needs.  Roger Thistle is going to spray the town hall with the nutrients needed.  The following comments were given:

· Dave Cole stated that he has a soil test that was done in 2003 as follows:  37 part per million of phosphorus and potassium. Dave Cole stated that phosphorus is not a toxin it is essential element of life.

·  Mike Zitnick is concerned citizen and would like to have the phosphorus removed because of the runoff – which was affected last year by 100 year rains.  
· Alan Treinen stated that Dane County has runoff problems - but the runoff is less from residential homes with sod then it is from fields that are planted with soybeans etc.  

· 1st Supervisor John Miller stated the once sod/grass is established  - runoff is not a problem

· 2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross stated that the farmers rules for manure is 50 parts per million is no problem, 50 to 100 parts per million use 1 time a year, over 100 parts per million do not use.  Need a soil scientist or horticulturalist to tell what is recommended for phosphorus.

· 3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that once the grass is established then go with a non phosphorus fertilizer and use once a year.

· Kerri Chrisler from Sauk Prairie Recreation department stated that she would email a name of a field representative that they use to do a site maintenance

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to use phosphorus for 1 year and then a non phosphorus fertilizer – there was no second – motion died.

A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to postpone until the May meeting and to have Kerri Chrisler get the name and number of the field representative to call us, 2nd by Bill Niemi – 4 yes 0 no – motion carried. 

A revision to the Sub Division Ordinance was presented to the town board for their consideration.  1st Supervisor John Miller stated that he felt that the lot size 21,700 was too small.  West Point resident Dave Palis asked if a flier could be done and sent to every resident – question on condo-town houses and height.  Scott King stated that the major changes to the Sub Division Ordinance are as follows:
· The number of acres that a CSM has to come to the town from 40 to 80 acres

· Added another public hearing at the beginning of the process 

· No exception to 20% slope

· New rules that we need to comply with 
A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adopt the revisions to the Sub Division Ordinance (4/14/05) as recommended by the Planning Commission, 2nd by Bill Niemi – yes 4 no 0 – motion carried.  The ordinance doesn't become effective until it is published.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the Cable Ordinance, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the amending the Letter of Credit for Yahara as the 5 items recommended by the town engineer and sign replacement have not been taken care of, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

Making a donation to the Lodi Fair Association to move the old West Point Town Hall to the fair grounds was brought up for discussion.  At the annual meeting held on April 12th the residents voted to recommend to the town board a donation of $1,000.00 with a vote of yes 17 and no 2.  A motion was by Bill Niemi to made a $1,000.00 donation to the Lodi Fair Association to help move the old town hall to the Lodi fair grounds, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – yes 4 no 0 – motion carried.


There are 3 individuals who are interested in mowing at the town hall.   Specifications on mowing need to be done so that each person is bidding on the same size of area, height of the grass etc.  The bid should be one lump sum for the entire year. Scott Ness stated that he has a contract from another town that he would give a copy to the Town of West Point to use as a reference for doing the specifications on mowing.  Any person doing the mowing at the town hall will need to have liability insurance.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have all 3 individuals mow the town hall lawn first starting with Bill's Towing, 2nd by Ken Ryan (son) and 3rd by Scott Ness at a rate of $40.00 per hour which includes town hall property, park, soccer\baseball fields, and weed trimming, 2nd by John Miller - yes 4 no 0 – motion carried.

A $5,000.00 donation to the Sauk Prairie Recreational Department was brought up to the town board for their consideration.  At the annual town meeting the residents voted not to join the Sauk Prairie Recreational Department by a vote of yes 6 no 15.  Kerri Chrisler stated that a meeting held last night that if the Town of West Point were to join the Sauk Prairie Recreational Department it would be prorated to $3,750.00 if we joined by July 1st.  Kerri Chrisler had emailed the following information for the town board to consider:

· West Point has 221 youth in the SP School District

· There are 2.017 total youth in the school district

· West Point has a total of 8% for the SPSD youth population

· West Point would pay approximately $4,000.00 per year per capita

The money is used for administration costs for youth baseball, youth football, pool sharks and adult volleyball.  There will be a user fee if the town didn't join.  There was a question would the town be hurting residents who can not afford to join.  The Town of Troy voted that they would pay for each child that would like to play a sport and not to join the Sauk Prairie Recreational Department.  After more discussion – a motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the Sauk Prairie Recreational Department $3,750.00 to join, 2nd by Gordon Carncross -  a roll call vote as follows:  Bill Niemi – yes, Gordon Carncross – yes, John Miller – no, and Dean Schwarz – yes – the motion was carried.

Steve and Jane Manke came before the town board asking to have the speed limit lowered from 55 to 45 on Lovering Road.  Steve and Jane Manke will be building a house on Loverning Road and when they went to get a Driveway Permit the distance for a clear view as not enough for safe entrance.  Steve and Jane Manke have talked to seven of the neighbors on Lovering Road and they have no problem with the lowing of the speed limit. The Town of Lodi has tentatively agreed to lower the speed limit on Loverning Road as half the road is in their town.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to reduce the speed limit on Lovering Road from 55 to 45 mph, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried  


A letter was hand delivered to Robert Davis about not having him do the signs for town roads for the Town of West Point which is in his contract.  Robert stated that the signs took more time than he ordinary thought – he has 4 signs that need to be done now and he will sell the remaining signs to the town at cost.  Robert Davis sign contract will expire on June 1st – after that time the Columbia County Highway will be doing the Town of West Point signs.  No action taken.

Chairman Dean Schwarz has contacted Pro Plumbing to get a cost estimate on a point of use hot water heater for the kitchen as the water temperature only gets to 91 degrees after about 5 minutes of running the water and then the temperature drops.  Dean has not received the estimate as of the meeting tonight.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the hot water heater in the kitchen, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

The town clerk would like the town board to clarify if non profit organizations pay the deposit fee of $250.00.  The towns insurance has a $250.00 deductible.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi that non profit organizations would pay the $250.00 deposit fee (which is returnable if no damage), 2nd by Gordon Carncross - motion carried.

Columbia County Highway Advance was brought up to the town board for their consideration – the amount is $14,048.00.  At the annual meeting the resident voted to do the Highway Matching Funds by a vote of yes 24, no 0.   In the spring of each year the Town of West Point gets ½ of the amount back plus 14,048.00 of road work done.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay Columbia County Highway the $14,048.00 for advance road work, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

Chairman Dean Schwarz reported that the sound system has been installed but to buy a 5 hour recording device there would be an additional cost of $284.00.  After discussion a motion was made by John Miller to postpone the 5 hour recording device until the next budget year, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


There were no operator licenses.


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi presented the town board with the following proposed equipment for Ryan Park:

· Baseball fencing:  Statz Enterprises (Frank Statz) – Backstop, 2 side fences 6' x 60' – Installed for $5,055

· Player benches:  Miller & Associates.  Two 15' portable benches with anodized seat and backrest. Delivered for $1,160

· Volleyball posts and net:  Miller & Associates Installed for $837

· Basketball hoops:  Miller & Associates  Two hoops Installed for $2,012

· Soccer goals:  Miller & Associates Two goals, with nets, transport wheels, anchors Installed for $2,639

· Swing Unit:  Miller & Associates 8' w/2infant seats and 2 molded rubber swing seats Installed for $2210

The total for all proposed equipment is $13,913.  Delivery and Installation prices from Miller & Associates are based on ordering multiple items, and installing all items at the same time.  After discussion a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to check on prices of the Swing Unit, Volleyball posts and Net, and Basketball hoops and have Bill Niemi go to the Planning Commission for their in put on the soccer and baseball equipment, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the timer for town hall lights, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


A variance application for Doug and Karen Shinker at N2229 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel #40 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission approved the variances 7 to 0.  Doug Shinker explained that they would like to tear down the present 500 sq ft home and build a 1000 sq ft home.  There are 2 variances needed:  1. Highway Setback and 2. Substandard lot size.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the variances (Highway Setback and substandard lot size) for Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

Computer Network Support Contract was brought up to the town board for discussion.  The following would be included in the contract:  # of hours per month, software requirements etc.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to get quotes and include in the 2006 budget, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


Payment for meetings for the Smart Growth Committee members was presented to the town board for consideration.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that he would like to consider in the budget of 2006 payment for meetings for the Smart Growth committee.  Chairman Dean Schwarz would like to appoint Ron Grasshoff to the Steering Committee in his place.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to appoint Ron Grasshoff to the Steering Committee and to pay mileage for meetings held at Portage 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


A  motion was made by Bill Niemi to adjourn the April 14th, 2005 meeting at 10:37 p.m., 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.







Respectfully Submitted
 Edith Eberle, Town Clerk
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