TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, August 11, 2005 at 
 7:30 p.m., at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.
 
The town board meeting was called to order by Chairman Dean Schwarz.  The town board members present were:  Dean Schwarz-Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Scott King-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, Joan Bader-Town Treasurer, and Jeff Clark – Town Attorney.
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   

The minutes from the July 14, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting. 4th Supervisor Scott King went over his proposed changes to the minutes to the Town Board for their consideration. A motion was made by Scott King to approve the July 14th minutes with corrections italicized, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was as follows; General Fund - $936.23, Park Fund - $13,075.12, Tree Fund - $7,123.01 and Historical Fund - $470.75. The Treasurer and the Clerk had reconciled with the July Bank Statement.    A motion was made by John Miller to accept the Treasurers report as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.
Correspondence – Letter from William & Sharon Padley and Denny & Karen Meng with concerns on a new dairy farm with 120 to 150 cows; A budget for Sauk Ambulance, Future UW Extension Workshops; Letter from Charter; Letter from MEI regarding vacating of East Harmon Road; Letter from Amcore Bank introducing new Treasury Management Relationship Manager; Preliminary Estimate of Population for the Town of West Point is 1,750 for 2005 (2000 was 1,634); Lodi Fire Commission Minutes; Letter from Murphy Desmond regarding Life Quest Contract; Public Service Commission public hearing, Letter from Lathrop & Clark with recording documents on vacating East Harmon Road; Letter from MEI on Drainage Easement Relocation on Lots 1 & 2 in Sandhill Ridge Plan; and notice on meeting on Groundwater on August 24th  and a road sign is needed for Chrisler and Van Ness Road.

Each town board members had reviewed the bills prior to the meeting.  The town supervisors and town chairman paychecks are being held till after August 20th.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to hold the 2 schools checks until August 20th  and to pay the remaining bills presented, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried

Under Public Input – Bill Roark stated that there is some Indian Mounds in the Town of West Point and he has a Brochure on Wild Parsnip, Bill Stehling stated Dog and Cat Control, Joan Bader stated that the DNR gave tickets in Turtle Bay this past weekend.

The Planning Commission Report was given by Gordon Carncross on the July 20th meeting and August 4th meeting.

Bill Niemi stated that the Park Committee has met and there are items on agenda that was discussed.


Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that the Lake Planning Grant is proceeding and water samples are being taken.
4th Supervisor Scott King explained the proposed change to Section 11.07 in the Cable Ordinance.  Our contract with Marcus Cable (Charter) does not expire until 2013.  Scott will be meeting with Marcus Cable engineer in the near future to look at expanding cable to Rausch Road.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have 4th Supervisor Scott King work with Marcus Cable on the proposed changes to the Ordinance and have the Town Attorney Jeff Clark review the changes to the Ordinance, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.
Attorney Jeff Clark explained that Murphy Desmond (the attorney representing all three municipalities) is recommending that the Town of West Point enter into a proposed stipulation which would result in the dismissal of the lawsuit.  The conditions of the proposed stipulation are that no remaining party would seek or be granted any relief that would affect the location of the easement which runs to the west of the ambulance building.  The Town Board of Lodi and the Lodi City Council have both approved entering into the Stipulation. A motion was made by Bill Niemi, authorizing the attorney for the Town, Murphy Desmond, S.C. to enter into the proposed Stipulation and Order dismissing the municipalities from Columbia County Case No. 04 CV 228 on the terms and conditions therein contained, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried. 
Attorney Jeff Clark presented the town board copies of his concerns with the Sauk Prairie Ambulance Agreement.  There are 8 points that Attorney Clark stated as follows:
1. Authority

2. Service Territory

3. Effective Date and Term

4. Commission

5. Budget and Financial Contribution

6. Ownership of Equipment

7. Withdrawal

8. Default
After discussion a motion was made by Gordon Carncross allow Attorney Clark to work with the Sauk Prairie Ambulance attorney on the concerns expressed above and then report back to the town board, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.  

Attorney Jeff Clark stated that the Code of Ordinances is completed but Attorney Clark would like to review with the town clerk before a public hearing is scheduled.  Attorney Clark hopes to have the Code of Ordinances done by September 8th meeting.


Mr. Ernest Wolff Jr. from Columbia County Humane Society came before the town board and explained that starting January 1, 2006 Columbia County would like to sign a contract with the Town of West Point for a cost of $280.00 which will cover the costs for all dogs and cats that are brought to Columbia County Humane Society for 2006.  For an additional $140.00 the Columbia county Humane Society will pick up all stray dogs and cats in the Town of West Point.  After discussion a motion was made by Scott King to sign the contract starting January 1, 2006 for $420.00 having Columbia County Humane Society  to pick and house all stray animals that are identified by the Town Chairman in the Town of West Point, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  A motion was made by John Miller to have Mr. Ernest Wolff Jr. check to see if Columbia County Humane Society would start as of September 1st through December 31st, 2005 if the budget has enough money to do this year, 2nd by Scott King – an amendment was made if the cost will be $140.00 or less, - the motion and amendment was carried.

Town board salaries were brought up by 1st Supervisor John Miller who has some concerns on salaries.  The following were discussed:  % in Escrow, Salaries set by Town Residents at a Town meeting, check with Roxbury if snow plowing could be done more efficient and save the town money, concern with money.  A motion was made by John Miller to look at town salaries at the November Town Meeting, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

A variance request to build a boathouse from Randall & Jolynn Hill at W12674 Pleasant View Park Road – Tax Parcel #652 & 653 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission approved the variance unanimously.  The variance required are 13.5 feet from OHWM and 10 feet from lot line bordering the public access/street.  An e-mail was received from Mike Stapleton from Columbia County Zoning stating that the variance is a use able for intended purposes.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the variance request to build a boathouse for Randall and Jolynn Hill, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


A variance request to build a boathouse from Carmon & Carlette Gempler at W13190 Lake Drive – Tax Parcel #786 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission approved the variance unanimously. The variances required are: A Class C highway setback variance; Removal of Shore Cover and Removal Shoreline Cutting.  A motion was made by Scott King to approve the variance request to build a boathouse for Carmon & Carlette Gempler, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Cleaning out the old town hall was brought up to the town board for discussion.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to clean out the old town hall on Saturday, August 20th at 11:00 a.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Discussion of sharing the maintenance at the new town hall was brought up to the town board for their consideration.  It was decided that each town board member will take 2 months a year to do maintenance at the town hall.  A schedule will be made out for each town board member.


Chairman Dean Schwarz provided each of the town board member and town attorney with a copy of the Town of Bristol Ordinance creating a Moratorium for information. 


Chairman Dean Schwarz and 3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi have looked at the town roads.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to call Jim Cross at Columbia County Highway to have the town roads that are scheduled to be paved this year to be done by the middle of September or wait until 2006, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.   There are 2 signs that need to be replaced (one in Selwood and Chrisler/Van Ness).  Chairman Dean Schwarz and 3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi are to call Columbia County Highway on the signs and paving.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to appoint Scott King to represent the Town of West Point on the Sauk Prairie Recreational Committee, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


Chairman Dean Schwarz is recommending to the town board that Jeff Brickle is appointed to the Town of West Point park committee.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to appoint Jeff Brickle to the Town of West Point park committee, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi would like to have permission to rent a bobcat, truck and 14 yards of sand for the volleyball court in Selwood Park.  1st Supervisor John Miller stated that he has sand that the town could have if it was clean enough for a volleyball court.  After discussion a motion was made by Scott King to allow up to $500.00 for the purchase of sand and rental equipment and if extra sand to be used in Ryan Park, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


Town Clerk Edith Eberle explained that in 2006 the Town of West Point will need to purchase a tabulator machine as there will be no more center count at Columbia County.  The cost of the new equipment will be approximately $5,000.00 depending on which equipment the State Election board approves.

A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the August 11th, 2005 meeting at 10:40 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.







Respectfully Submitted
 Edith Eberle, Town Clerk
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