TOWN OF WEST POINT
Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, December 8, 2005 at 7:30 p.m., at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.

 
The town board meeting was called to order by Chairman Dean Schwarz.   The Town Board Members present were: Dean Schwarz-Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Scott King-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   


The minutes from the November 10, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting. A motion was made by Scott King to approve the November 10th minutes, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.
The Treasurer’s report was as follows; General Fund - $60,605.35, Park Fund - $12,056.50 , Tree Fund – has been closed  and Historical Fund - $579.81. The Treasurer and the Clerk reconciled with the November Bank Statement.    A motion was made by John Miller to accept the Treasurers report as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

Correspondence – Waste Management report from June through October; notice of public hearing on Tuesday December 6, 2005 for amendments to Title 16, Chapter 1 of Columbia County Code; Lodi Area EMS Minutes from November 17th;  Letter from Charter Communications on changes for services; Fall 2005 Recycling News; a letter from Dan and Janie Baun (N680 Golf Road) concerning damage from the snow plow to their yard and  would like help repairing their lawn; 1st Supervisor John Miller stated that he had talked to the snow plow driver to slow down and lift the wing plow – a copy of the letter and pictures will be sent to Columbia County Highway.

Each town board members had reviewed the bills prior to the meeting. The town board questions were answered by the town clerk and town treasurer.  A motion was made by John Miller to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Citizen Input – A tray of cheese/sausage and crackers were given to town board from General Engineering.  

4th Supervisor Scott King stated that the Sauk Prairie Recreation budgeted money is going towards administration costs.  The activities are self supporting.  

1st Supervisor John Miller stated that the Sauk Prairie Ambulance association had concerns with Attorney Jeff Clark bill for revising the agreement between the towns.  All other towns in the Sauk Prairie Ambulance district paid $100.00 to their attorney for review of agreement.  There was concern that Attorney Clark had never given the Sauk Prairie Ambulance district a copy of the revised agreement.  This will be on the next month agenda.

Planning Commission Report was given by Gordon Carncross from the November 17th and December 1st meetings.


Historical Society Report for 2005 was given to Joan Ryan as follows:
· January – Pat Pulvermacher guest speaker-local historian, Sec SPAHS "The more we know the more we grow"

· February – Peter Shrake guest speaker-Executive Director Sauk County HS/Museum "How to  increase meeting attendance"

· March – Annual meeting date set – selected nominating committee

· April – No meeting due to election

· May – Lodi Fair display/Old schoolhouse project – Alan Trienen shared attic treasures

· June – Began using alternate months for HC & HS meetings – Russ Morter – picture display

· July – Lodi fair 3 display booths

· August – Oral history Paul Benesh

· September – Annual picnic for HS members

· October – Fund raiser project approved for 2007 calendar sale

· December – prepared 2005 review

· HC – worked on setting policies and procedures-submission to town board in January

Joan Ryan also presented the town board with a copy of the proposed 2007 calendar for their input and if anyone has pictures that they would like to submit for the calendar to please contact herself or a member of the Historical Society.


Ron Grasshoff chairman of the Comprehensive Planning Committee and a member of the Lake Planning Committee introduced LeAnn Colburn and Jeffrey Thornton consultants for the Lake Planning Grant from Environmental Horizons, Inc. to the town board and residents present.  Environmental Horizons, Inc. is assisting the Town of Wet Point in developing a lake-oriented land management strategy, focused on Lake Wisconsin.  Jeffrey Thornton gave a power point presentation with the following suggestions for the town board:
· In the Storm water Ordinance which is consistent with NR 151 – Recommend - Define "Karst features" as "direct conduits to groundwater, such as fractured bedrock at the surface."  And Review consistency with "curb-and-gutter" requirements in the Land Division Ordinance.

· Refinements to Land Division Controls to Achieve Planning Goals – Alternatives – purchase development rights (protects agricultural lands and maintains the rural character of the Town) or Clustered development (maintains the rural character of the Town and protects surface and ground water quality)

· Purchase Development Rights was not recommended for the Town of West Point 

· Recommended the Revision of Existing Agricultural Preservation Plan that Jefferson County has adopted. 

·  In 1999 Jefferson County plan removes provision to allow new dwellings on 35 acre parcels in Agricultural Zoned Areas
· Retains the Policy of Allowing up to Three (3) new Rural Residential Lots on  Non-Prime Soils

· One or Two Small Rural Lots with a 2-acre Maximum are allowed on Prime Soils if Non-Prime Soils are Non-Existent, based on Parent Parcel Size

· Less than 50 acres – 3 in non-prime soils or 1 in prime lot

· More than 50 acres – 3 in non-prime soils or 2 prime soils

· Large Lot Proposal of 35 acres – none

Chairman Dean Schwarz introduced Doug Richmond who has been appointed as Columbia County Supervisor District #28 which is the Town of West Point district.  Doug Richmond is replacing Dan See who died on October 31st, 2005.

Columbia County Planning and Zoning has asked the Town of West Point to submit a list of top ten zoning issues that the town has.  The Plan Commission is working on a list and will submit a recommended list to the town board for the January meeting for their review.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the top ten zoning issues until the January 12, 2006 town board meeting, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

An Easement Agreement that was drafted by Attorney John R. Miller and between the Town of West Point and William and Kimberly Butler and David and Elaine Johnson (lots 30 and 33 in Aleray Plat) that would allow the owners to construct a replacement septic system across Lake Drive on Lot 33.  The Town Attorney Jeff Clark and the Town Engineer Joe Costanza have reviewed the Easement Agreement and recommends the Town Board approve the Agreement as presented.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to allow the Butler's and Johnson's to burrow under Lake Road as recommended by Town Engineer and Town Attorney, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – Yes 4 – No 1 – motion carried.  The town board would like if possible in the future to join all the property owned by Butler's as one parcel so no dwelling could be put on lot 33.

3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi had asked the Department of Transportation real estate supervisor if there were any plans on closing the wayside at the ferry landing in the Town of West Point.  He stated that each year the maintenance budget is being reduced and if the Town of West Point is interested in acquiring ownership of that wayside to write a letter to the Department of Transportation.  If the Town of West Point were to purchase the wayside there could be a fishing pier and play ground equipment etc. added to make a nice park.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the town chairman write a letter to the Department of Transportation maintenance supervisor, David Huntely, stating that if the wayside by the ferry is ever abandoned that the Town of West Point would be interested in having the Department of Transportation transferring the deed to the town, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried. 
The Town of West Point needs to set a caucus date between January 3rd and January 31st as the Supervisors 3 and 4 terms expire in April, 2006.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to hold caucus on January 17th, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point Town Hall, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Resolution #12-08-2005 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The resolution is asking Columbia County Highway Department to consider making the intersection of County Highway J and O'Connor Road safer.  A motion was made by John Miller to adopt Resolution #12-08-2005 but to delete the words LRIP funds, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  A copy of Resolution #12-08-2005 will be sent to Columbia County Highway and Columbia County Board.
The Sauk Prairie school bus drivers have complained that by the time the school bus go out that the Town of West Point roads have not been plowed.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Dean Schwarz, town chairman talk to Jim Cross and Kurt Dey from Columbia County Highway and tell them of the town board frustration of not having the town roads plowed, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.  

3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that there is $133,000.00 for road projects in the next bi-annual.  Bill stated that a traffic counter would help apply for funding as it would show the amount of traffic on our roads.  The cost of renting a traffic counter is $250.00 and Bill would like to so traffic counter on West Harmon and O'Connor Roads.  After discussion a motion was made by John Miller to postpone traffic counter to have 3rd Supervisor to do some more checking, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

The letter that was received from Dr. Murphy asking to have 3 trees removed on Slack road was brought up for discussion.  1st Supervisor stated that he didn't see any problem with the trees and they were not causing a traffic problem.  The speed limit on Slack Road is 35 miles per hour.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to get a quote for the cost of cutting the trees down and bring to the next meeting, 2nd by John Miller – Yes 2 No 3 – motion was defeated.

The questions on having written criteria for having trees put up in town parks (Ryan) for discussion.  A motion was made by Scott King to have the Parks Committee make a recommendation to the town board on drawing up a criteria for planting trees in town parks, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

The hot water heater in the Town Hall is not working and needs have something done.  Chairman Dean Schwarz has gotten quotes from Pro Plumbing for a 40 gallon hot water heater for $568.57, 30 gallon hot water heater for $335.00 and a little water heater that would go under the sink in the kitchen for $198.00 from Menards.  There was discussion.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to go with a 40 gallon electric hot water heater ($335.00) with a timer and not to exceed $1,000.00 and to get 2 more quotes, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Chairman Dean Schwarz had drawn up so plans for shelving in the Historical/Assessor Office and taken to Menards for a quote – but we have not received the quote as of the town meeting tonight.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone shelving for the Historical/Assessor Office until the January 2006 meeting, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Sadek & Zerzen, LLC, developer of the proposed Anchor Ridge Estates plan has requested an extension of time for the Town's review up to and through March 31st, 2006.  A motion was made by Scott King to approve the extension of time for Sadek & Zersen, LLC to March 31, 2006, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adjourn the town board meeting at 10:00 p.m., 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.  






Respectfully Submitted






Edith Eberle






Town Clerk
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