TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, January 13, 2005 at 7:30 p.m., at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.
 
The town board members present were:  Fred Thistle-Chairman, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

The minutes from the December 9, 2004 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to approve the minutes as corrected, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.
The Treasurer’s report was given by Joan Bader as follows;  General - $624,225.25, Tree Fund - $10,110.77,  Park Fund - $15,067.67, and Historical Fund - $265.75.  A motion was made by Alan Trienen to accept the Treasurers report, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.
Correspondence – Chairman Fred Thistle stated that there was a snow fence in the town’s right a way and the sheriff was called to remove the fence.  A copy of the Warranty Deed with the exchange of Land has been received from the Associated Bank – the Document No. is 722571.  A Letter from Harmony Grove – Okee Joint Sewerage Commission has designated Jim Seaton and Rick Weigle as contact persons regarding West Point possible sewer extension.  Columbia County Planning and Zoning has approved a Major Home Occupation Permit for John and Sally Guger.  A letter from Lange Enterprise asking if the town is considering new fire signs and installation for 2005.  Lodi Fire Commission Minutes for November and December were presented. Public Service Commission of Wisconsin has received an application from Wisconsin Power and Light Company to increase electric and natural gas rates.  A letter from Wisconsin Labor Law Poster Service on Poster requirements.  A thank you from the family of David Treinen.  A copy of a brochure from Township Maintenance Service from Reedsburg.
A copy of the bills was given to each town board member for their consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.
Planning Commission Report was given by Doug Richmond on December 16th, 2004 and January 6th 2005 meetings.
Park Committee – Bill Niemi stated that they have met and are working on getting quotes on sports equipment.  The committee is hoping that youth sports will be using our soccer fields in 2006.
Citizens Input – there was none.
1st Supervisor Alan Treinen read the Resolution #11-04 for Maurice Neumaier. Maurice Neumaier was a member of the town board for 13 years, and represented the Town of West Point for nearly 30 years on the Sauk Prairie Ambulance Commission.  A red maple tree was planted at the driveway entrance to the town hall in his memory.   A copy will be posted in the town hall and a copy was given to the family.  
There was no action on possible change in posting place in the town as Lake Wisconsin Country Club has not gotten back to the town.

4th Supervisor Dean Schwarz reported that he has estimates for the sound system for the town hall from $3,800.00 to $12,000.00.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to post pone the sound system for the town hall to get more information on the bids, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

An application for mobile home license for farm labor was received from Rolland Unke at N1772 Unke Road.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant a 2005 mobile home license for farm labor for Rolland Unke, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

An application for mobile home license for farm labor was received from Gasser Bros. Inc. at W11966 Country Highway J.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant a 2005 mobile home license for farm labor for Gasser Bros. Inc., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

An application for mobile home license for farm labor was received from Neal Schoepp at N580 Schoepp Road.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond  to grant a 2005 mobile home license for farm labor for Neal Schoepp, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

An application for mobile home license for farm labor was received from Jeffrey & Patricia Morter at W12037 State Highway 113.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant a 2005 mobile home license for farm labor for Jeffrey and Patricia Morter, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

An application for mobile home park license was received from Pine Vista Ldt. at N750 Golf Road. There are 68 mobile homes in the park. A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant a 2005 mobile home park license for Pine Vista Ldt, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

An application for mobile home park license was received from Schoepp’s Cottonwood Resort at N586 Schoepp Road. There are 46 mobile homes in the park. A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant a 2005 mobile home park license for Schoepp’s Cottonwood Resort, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

An application for mobile home park license was received from Crystal Lake RV Resort LLC at N550 Gannon Road. There are176 mobile homes in the park. A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant a 2005 mobile home park license for Crystal Lake RV Resort LLC, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

There was no discussion or action on Property Taxes.

The Sauk Prairie Recreation Department is asking the Town of West Point for $5,000.00.  There was discussion with the following questions asked:

1. To ask the town attorney if the park money can be used to pay the $5,000.00

2. If the other municipalities in the Sauk School District are also asked to pay $5,000.00 – the Town of West Point should only be asked to pay $2,500.00 as the Town of  West Point is only one-half  of the school district

A motion was made by Alan Treinen to post pone Sauk Prairie Recreation Department request for $5,000.00 to get answers to the above questions, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


A contract from Ayres and Associates for Topographic Mapping and Digital Orthophotography for $11,050.00 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  This is the final section of the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to sign the contract from Ayres and Associates for Topographic Mapping and Digital Orthophotography, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


A presentation was made by Mark Rofferf from Vanderwalle & Associates on Grant Application for Lake Planning Grant.  Mr. Rofferf stated that they have done 10 surrounding communities with their comprehensive plans.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that Sheila Landsverk, a planning commission member would like to do the Grant Application.  The town board would like Sheila Landsverk to do the grant application for Lake Planning Grant.  Mr. Rofferf stated that they would help finalize the new comprehensive plan before it is adopted if the Town of West Point would like them to.  The run off to the Lake needs to be addressed.

A Resolution for a Temporary Moratorium of Agricultural Land was presented to the town board from the Planning Commission.  1st Supervisor Alan Treinen read the proposed resolution.  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to adopt  Resolution #1-6-2005 (a copy is attached to these minutes), 2nd by Bill Niemi – a roll call vote was taken as follows:  Dean Schwarz – Yes, Bill Niemi – Yes, Doug Richmond – Yes, Alan Treinen – Yes, and Fred Thistle – abstained – motion carried.


The town clerk asked the town board who is going to the maintenance (change light bulbs, change furnace filters, garbage etc.) of the new town hall.  After discussion Chairman Fred Thistle stated that he would try to do the maintenance.


Jim Meister (K & M) came before the town board asking for direction on expanding the Conditional Use Permit or possible rezoning.  Columbia County would like to have Mr. Meister rezone to Industrial and be limited to the current business (tree trimming, excavating, logging, landscaping and cement work).  Under the Conditional Use Permit logging was ok – but the expanded business should be rezoned.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to postpone the possible rezoning/expanding Conditional Use for Jim Meister to do research, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the Wisconsin Town Association District Meeting is coming up – anyone who would like to go to give the town clerk their expenses.


The town clerk presented a proposal at a cost of $3,800.00 for a town audit from Kevin Krysinski from Johnson Block and Company.  Kevin Krysinski did the Town of West Point last audit in 1999 and did a good job.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Kevin Krysinski from Johnson Block and Company do a town audit at a cost of $3,800.00, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

The town clerk reminded resident that the town caucus is Tuesday, January 18th, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adjourn the January 13th, 2005 meeting at 10:20 p.m., 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.







Respectfully Submitted
 Edith Eberle, Town Clerk
Resolution #1-6-2005

Temporary Limitation on the Rezoning of Agricultural Land 

In the 

Town of West Point, Columbia County, Wisconsin

Whereas the Town of West Point would like to maintain the rural character and a viable agricultural economic base in the Town; and

Whereas the Town of West Point in cooperation with Columbia County is in the process of developing a comprehensive plan to serve as a blueprint for future growth and development in the Town; and

Whereas the Town of West Point believes that it needs further information that will be generated during the comprehensive planning process before recommending any rezoning of agricultural land;

Therefore, be it resolved,

That for a period of one year following adoption of this resolution, the Town of West Point intends not to recommend the rezoning of any land in the Town currently zoned as agricultural to residential or commercial; and 

That if a landowner believes that this resolution poses a unique and unreasonable hardship, the Town of West Point Planning Commission and Town Board will consider those hardship issues on a case-by-case basis; 

And, be it further resolved, 

That this resolution shall expire one year after the date of adoption of this resolution unless extended by adoption of an additional resolution by the Town Board; and 

That the Town Clerk shall provide a copy of this resolution to the Columbia County Board Chairperson, the Columbia County Planning and Zoning Department and to any landowner who comes before the Town of West Point regarding a rezoning request for agricultural land.

Recommended by action of the Planning Commission this 6th day of January, 2005.

_____Signature on File_______
Fred Madison - Planning Commission Chair

Adopted by action of the Town Board this 13th day of January, 2005.

_____Signature on File________

Fred Thistle Town Chairman

_____Signature on File________

Alan Treinen – 1st Supervisor

_____Signature on File________

Doug Richmond – 2nd Supervisor

______Signature on File_______

Bill Niemi – 3rd Supervisor

______Signature on File________

Dean Schwarz – 4th Supervisor

Attest:  __Signature on File_______

             Edith K. Eberle – Town Clerk
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