TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, May 12, 2005 at 
 7:30 p.m., at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.
 
The town board meeting was called to order by Chairman Dean Schwarz.  The town board members present were:  Dean Schwarz-Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and at present time there is no-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   

The minutes from the April 14, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was given by Joan Bader as follows; General - $10,968.09 before bills, Tree Fund - $7,121.22, Park Fund - $17,052.61, and Historical Fund - $370.75.  The treasurer and clerk balanced with the April bank statement.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the Treasurers report as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.
Correspondence –  the following  have been received:  Letter from Senator Russ Feingold thanking Edith Eberle for the behind-the-scenes work for his listening session; letter from Sauk Prairie Recreation Department on welcoming the Town of West Point and a upcoming Teen Jam activity; MATC board member position open; Forest Tax Stewardship News; Columbia County Ag Reporter; Lodi Fire Commission Minutes; Letter from Columbia County Planning & Zoning on the 2005 town comprehensive plan elements that will be completed (Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources, Economic Development and Intergovernmental Cooperation); letter from Charter Communications; Open House for General Engineering; a Geophysics Seminar; an article on "The Point" owned by Gene, Nancy and Bill Roark; letter from public service commission of Wisconsin for Verizon; email from DOT stating that State Highway 188 is not in the six-year plan for reconstruction; Lodi Area Emergency Medical Service celebrating 35th anniversary with a Open house on Sunday, May 15; a thank you from the Lodi Ag Fair for the Town of West Point support of the old schoolhouse project; and a letter from DOT stating that the existing 40 mph speed zone will be extended to West Harmon Road.

A copy of the bills was given to each town board member prior to the meeting for their consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Bill Niemi asked to have the town clerk check if this is the final payment to Columbia County for the Comprehensive Plan with the exception of the printing costs.

Under Public Input – Chuck Zeman asked about getting some blacktop to patch at the Transfer site – a resident attending the meeting asked Chuck to check into going to Columbia County garage in Lodi and get so cold patch free.  The following road problems were brought up by residents to ask the town board to look into:  Gannon Road culver, Sign on Chrislaw Road is missing, and dip in Reynolds Road by the Lochner farm.

The Planning Commission Report was given by Gordon Carncross on the April 21st and May 5th meeting.


Bill Niemi stated that the Park Committee has not met.


At the April 5th election Dean Schwarz was elected town chairman and resigned his current position (4th Supervisor).  Sheila Landsverk and Scott King submitted resumes for the 4th Supervisor position on the town board.  Both applicants were given 2 minutes for opening statements.  The residents and town board members were given 5 minutes to asked questions of the applicants.  A ballot vote was taken as follows:  

· Bill Niemi – voted Scott King
· Gordon Carncross – voted Sheila Landsverk

· Dean Schwarz – voted Sheila Landsverk

· Edith Eberle – voted Scott King

· John Miller – voted Scott King

Town Clerk Edith Eberle swore in Scott King to fill as 4th Supervisor for a one year term ending in April 2006.


Roger Howard from Sauk Prairie VFW came before the town board asking permission to shoot off fireworks on July 2, 2005 on the Town of West Point side of the Wisconsin River.  Mr. Howard presented the town board with copies of proof of insurance and permission to access neighbor's property. There has been no complaints from neighbors since Columbia County posted Golf Road.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the Sauk Prairie VFW to have fireworks on July 2, 2005 (rain date July 3rd), 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


Curt Diehl representing Frey Construction came before the town board asking permission to shoot off fireworks on June 3, 2005 on the Town of West Point side of the Wisconsin River.  Mr. Diehl presented the town board with copies of proof of insurance and permission to access neighbor's property.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the Frey Construction to have fireworks on June 3, 2005, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


Curt Diehl representing Sauk Prairie Harley Davidson came before the town board asking permission to shoot off fireworks on July 16, 2005 on the Town of West Point side of the Wisconsin River. Mr. Diehl presented the town board with copies of proof of insurance and permission to access neighbor's property.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve Sauk Prairie Harley Davidson to have fireworks on July 16, 2005, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Curt Diehl representing Crystal Lake Campground came before the town board asking permission to shoot off fireworks on June 10, 2005 for Indian Princess Day at Crystal Lake on the beach.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross subject to the Town of West Point receiving proof of insurance the town chairman could sign the permit, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


Attorney Jeff Clark came before the town board to talk about East Harmon Road Vacation and the Infiltration Trench.   Attorney Clark stated that the storm water management plan was done before the ok was given by the town engineer, therefore there is a problem with the storm water plan. Town Engineer Joe Costanza had sent a letter to John Belken (engineer for Anchor Point Condo) stating to fix the problem Anchor Point has proposed a trench design change to remedy the lack of infiltration area. The trench would be 10.5 feet wide in the former East Harmon road right of way.  Town Engineer Joe Costanza stated that if this trench is done a 20 feet wide easement in favor of Anchor Point and the Town will be required for maintenance. There was a question on who would maintain the public road including snow plowing – the town or the condo association.  Attorney Clark stated that the town has 3 options:
1. to continue to vacate East Harmon Road

2. allow the trench in the town road right away

3. private easement that the town enter into with the condo association

After more discussion with Attorney Clark a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Attorney Clark come to the next town board meeting with an explanation of the towns options, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

A revised Brush Cutting and Sweeping Agreement were presented to the town board for consideration.  Chairman Dean Schwarz had discussed the agreement with Robert Davis (DRSM, LLC) prior to the meeting.  Mr. Davis is looking into purchasing a unit that would do the sweeping into a bucket and a brush cutting unit that would reach 30 feet.  The question was asked about the material that is swept up and Mr. Davis stated that he has a dumpster.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to do a three (3) year contract to allow the purchase of capital equipment starting June 1st, 2005 and amend the contract presented to include a $100.00 per hour auto brush cutting unit, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  A copy of Mr. Davis insurance policy is needed for the town's records.

Chairman Dean Schwarz asked to have Attorney Jeff Clark advice the town on what could be done about personal property on West Point lake accesses.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone until the June town board meeting the Personal Property on West Point Lake Access to get advisory information from Attorney Jeff Clark on how to handle the problem, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

Amending the Letter of Credit for Yahara materials was brought up to the town board for their consideration.  Yahara Materials would like to have the letter of credit reduced from $50,000.00 to $10,000.00 for Reynolds Road.  #16 of the agreement that the Town of West Point signed in 2000 states that the letter of credit was a financial guarantee and that the parties contemplate that sometime during the initial five (5) years of this agreement, this quarry will become subject to new administrative code regulations.    

That administrative code NR135 has now been enacted.  Yahara Materials has also compiled with the Town Engineer request of a row of silt fence be placed around the bottom of the stockpile.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to reduce the letter of credit from $50,000.00 to $10,000.00, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

A copy of the specification for mowing the town hall lawn/Ryan Park was given to the town board for consideration.  It took about 2 ½ hours to mow the entire town hall land.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the park committee put out lath sticks sprayed orange to define the area to be mowed for 1 year and to award the contract at a special town board meeting on June 3rd at 9:15 p.m., 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Robert Davis will mow the ditch lines.  


Hot water heater in the town hall was brought up for discussion.  The town board feels the hot water heater in not working properly.  Jason Jackson from General Engineer will contact Pro Plumbing to come and look at the hot water heater.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the hot water heater until the June meeting to allow Pro Plumbing time to take care of the problem, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi asked the town board to consider the purchasing the following equipment from Miller and Associates:
1. Volleyball posts and nets – installed - $837.00

2. Two Basketball hoops and nets – installed - $2,012.00

3. 8' Swing Unit with 2 infant seats and 2 molded rubber swing seats – installed - $2,210.00.
3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi also stated that he felt the town board should hold off purchasing the Baseball fencing, player benches, soccer goals with nets and transport wheels and anchors until the grass is well established.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to purchase the volleyball, basketball and swing unit at a total cost of $5,059.00, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

A motion was made by Scott King to postpone the timer for town hall lights to get more information, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


4th Supervisor Scott King rescinded is proposed contract for computer network support and stated that at no cost to the town he would do the maintenance etc. for the computer network.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the computer network support contracts to get more quotes on the maintenance and put in next years budget (2006), 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


The use of bottom ash on town roads was brought up for discussion. Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that Jim Cross from Columbia County had sent a letter stating that the bottom ash has been cleaned before it is used on roads.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that NR538 requires the use of bottom ash for seal coating all roads including the interstate.  2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross would like to get the cost of just using salt, salt\sand mixture, and bottom ash\sand mixture from Columbia County Highway to consider which mixture to use on West Point town roads.  Gordon would also like to know why Columbia County Highway puts the bottom ash/sand mixture heavier on Wartner Road and Trails End.  It was stated that these roads on facing north and do not get a lot of sun – so therefore safety they are sanded heavier. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to investigate the cost of the different mixtures that could be put on town roads, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Donation to Garden Bluff Cemetery was brought up for discussion.  At the annual meeting held in April the residents of the town voted to donate $800.00 to Garden Bluff Cemetery by a vote of yes 24 – no 0.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to donate $800.00 to Garden Bluff Cemetery in July, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

Bid Transfer Site Pasture was brought up for discussion.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that last year Alan Treinen had pastured his horses at the transfer site in exchange Alan mowed the grass at the transfer site.  There was no signed contract.  Alan Treinen stated that the town had advertised the pasture for rent and no one was interested.  There was question on the water being diverted and the pond has very little water in it at the present time.  Chairman Dean Schwarz is going to talk to Jim Zeman about diverting the water.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to do a contract with Alan Treinen to pasture his horses at the transfer site and to mow rough areas, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Chairman Dean Schwarz recommended the following appointments: 
1. Historical Commission – Teresa Hartmann, Louise Enge, and Mary Ann Johnson.  A motion was made by Scott King to approved the Historical Commission appointments, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.
2. Planning Commission – Nathan Sawyer.  A motion was made by John Miller to approve the Planning Commission appointment, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

3. Lodi Area Fire Commission – Tom Eberle.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the Lodi Area Fire Commission appointment, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.
4. Sauk Fire Commission – Sean O'Connor and Bill Niemi.  A motion was made by John Miller to approve the Sauk Fire Commission appointments, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.
Chairman Dean Schwarz stated he had talked to Jim Cross from Columbia County Highway Department and has a revised estimate for patching Pulvermacher Drive and adding patching to Juniper Drive for our County Aid money.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that our budget is very tight do to unexpected costs that the Town of West Point has occurred and the town should reconsider putting a patch on Pulvermacher Drice for this year.  The original cost of Pulvermacher Drive was $45,500.00.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to do a patch on Pulvermacher Drive at a estimated cost of $1,200.00 and a patch on Juniper Drive at a estimated cost of $1,500.00 and if there is a carryover at the end of they year be brought forward and put in the road budget for next year, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that he had received a phone call from Wanda Knipfer on Chrisler Road stating that a curve and arrow sign is needed as there as been many cars/motorcycles that have missed that curve.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Robert Davis put up a curve and/or arrow sign if needed on Chrisler Road, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

Phosphorus/Fertilizer on town hall lawn was brought up to the town board to consider.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated Jason Jackson from General Engineering had looked at the grass and decided that the town hall lawn needs to be reseeded.  A motion was made by Scott King to have Meister reseed the town hall lawn, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  There was discussion about phosphorus/fertilizer that would be needed to put on the town hall lawn to get the grass established.  There was a report that was done in October 4, 2004 that stated that the Phosphorus level was high.  After discussion a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to have the planning commission meet with Mike Zitnick to see what could be worked out on phosphorus/fertilizer, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.
A motion was made by Bill Niemi to rescind Resolution #11/01/01 Posting of Meetings, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  A new Resolution #05/12/2005 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The new resolution names the following places to post official notices as follows:
1. Selwood Park (parking lot)

2. Sunset Bay Boat Landing (under street light)

3. West Point Town Hall bulletin board (in parking lot)

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt Resolution #05/12/2005 with the above (3) named posting places, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


The Lake Planning Grant contract has been signed and a check for $7.500.00 has been received from DNR as advance payment for the $10,000.00 grant.  The contact with the consultant has also been signed at a cost of $12,000.00


The Town of West Point has received a revised Sauk Prairie Ambulance Service Agreement.  The town had asked Attorney Jeff Clark to review and has the following concerns:

1. The Wisconsin Statue No is not correct

2. No territory boundaries are set up

3. The date of terms of person to serve
4. No terms on contract

5. Need a budget review or over site of the budget

6. If the town withdraws it would be the value of equipment 

A motion was made by John Miller to postpone the Sauk Prairie Ambulance Service Agreement to allow Attorney Clark do a letter of his concerns, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


The town board set the following possible dates to seal the time capsule of June 3rd or June 9th – we will talk to the Gary Wagner (mason) on which day will work for him.


Chairman Dean Schwarz brought up the Life Quest Agreement for Lodi EMS for discussion.  Mayor Paul Fisk sent a letter stating that he felt the since the Lodi EMS is a joint commission that all 3 municipalities should sign the agreement.  The Mayor of the City of Lodi, Chairman Roger Wetzel from the Town of Lodi and Chairman Dean Schwarz from the Town of West Point will have a meeting discuss the Life Quest Agreement.


The Cable Ordinance was brought up to the town board for discussion.  4th Supervisor Scott King stated that Charter Communication is sending maps that show the cable plants in the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Scott King to postpone the Cable Ordinance, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried. 


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the hay field on the June agenda, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adjourn the May 12th, 2005 meeting at 10:50 p.m., 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.







Respectfully Submitted
 Edith Eberle, Town Clerk
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