TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, October 13, 2005 at 
 7:30 p.m., at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.
 
The town board meeting was called to order by Chairman Dean Schwarz.   The Town Board Members present were: Dean Schwarz-Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Scott King-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   

The minutes from the September 8, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve the September 8th minutes with corrections that are italicized, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.
The minutes from the September 20, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting. 4th Supervisor Scott King had some corrections – but electronic delivery failed did not bring to the meeting. A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the minutes from September 20th meeting, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was as follows; General Fund - $76,630.87, Park Fund - $12,043.48, Tree Fund – has been closed and transferred to the General fund and a check written to the developer as all lots have been sold and Historical Fund - $579.81. The Treasurer and the Clerk reconciled with the September Bank Statement.    A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the Treasurers report as presented, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.
Correspondence – A press release encouraging participation in Energy Assistance Programs; letter from Sauk Prairie Recreation Department asking for a contribution of $5000 for 2006; Soil quality field day in Bloomer; letter from Michael & Barbara Zitnick concerns of Savannah Ridge development asking board members to visit "No Name Bay"; Pamphlet from UW Extension on Local Land Use Planning and Zoning for 2005-2006;  a meeting was held on Land Trust & Conservation Easements; booklet on groundwater; November payment for Shared Revenue is 26,036.00; a dinner and discussion meeting with the Sauk Prairie School Board on October 31st beginning at 6:30 p.m. – Dean Schwarz and Scott King will attend; minutes from Lodi Fire Commission meeting from August 10; letter from Charter Communications concerning rate increase for Expanded Basic service; minutes from Lodi Ambulance Commission meeting held on September 22 & September 28; letter from Columbia County approving a change in zoning from Agricultural to Rural Residential for Marcel & Trecella Kjorlie; and an article on Spreading in Suburbia.

Each town board members had reviewed the bills prior to the meeting. The town board questions were answered.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried

Under Public Input – Sheila Landsverk stated she had talked to Diane Pertzborn from Lodi/Sauk Prairie School district accountant stated that the Town of West Point share of the district budget is 11%. Diane Pertzborn would be very happy to talk to the town board at a future meeting on school funding and growth impact on the Town of West Point.  Sean O'Connor asked the town board to look at ditching along Golf Road.

The Sauk Ambulance District Report was given by John Miller.  John asked if Sauk Ambulance should help pay for Attorney Clark bill for the review of the ambulance agreement?   1st Supervisor John Miller will take the bill to Sauk Prairie Ambulance Commission.  John Miller also stated that the SP Ambulance has $225,000.00 in a building fund and each year put $20,000.00 aside in a fund for a new ambulance as they purchase one every 5 years.


The Planning Commission Report was given by Gordon Carncross on the September 15th meeting and October 6th meetings.

A Sauk Fire District Report was given by Sean O'Connor – Sean stated that the building is on schedule – to be completed by late January or early February.


Kim Brown came before the town board to update them on the Lodi Community Center Coalition – they had a meeting in September, will have another meeting in October and in November discussing the possiblity of a community center in Lodi. Kim Brown would like a town board member to attend the meetings.  It would be used for kids after school and other community activities.  After the November 17th meeting the committee will decide whether to go ahead with the project if there is a need and interest, or if not enough support, they will not proceed.  Kim asked if the Town of West Point would possibly put in the 2006 budget $2,000.00 if the committee decides proceed with the project.  There is no location yet.


Cable Ordinance – no action


Variance application for Fred & Julie Heil for a new home at W12802 Pleasant View Park Road – Tax Parcel #695.A was presented to the town board for consideration.  The Plan Commission approved the two variances required (Class C highway setback and Substandard lot), also requested that the Heil's do a grading plan of runoff analysis to the town engineer Joe Costanza showing that they will not be adding more runoff from their property during construction before a building permit will be issued and to pay any fees that the Town Engineer may incur during his review.  Julie Heil stated that the current home is 40 feet from the centerline of the road and the new proposed home is 45.6 feet from the centerline of the road.  The septic system failed this year and a holding tank needs to be put in under the driveway with access on the left.  The well will be moved to the other side of the lot.  The current home is 32 x 35.5 and the new proposed home is 32 x 45.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemie had a concern about increasing the present foot print.  After more discussion a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve the variances requested, 2nd by Scott King – a roll call vote was taken as follows:  Scott King – yes; Bill Niemi – no; Gordon Carncross – yes; John Miller – no and Dean Schwarz – no -  motion failed.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the 2 variances but the foot print of the new home should not exceed the present foot area of the home and shed (it is about 180 sq ft over), 2nd by John Miller – a roll call vote was taken as follows:  Scott King – yes; Bill Niemi – yes; Gordon Carncross – yes; John Miller – yes; and Dean Schwarz – yes – motion carried.  Another motion was made by Bill Niemi that before a building permit is issued a grading plan be submitted to Joe Costanza, town engineer, showing that there is no additional run off due to the construction of the new home; 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Fred Madison came before the town board as a resident of the town concerned about the $5,000.00 that the Town of West Point has in their budget for funding to help pump of Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake.  The DNR has approved the pumping of Fish Lake from April to November each year.  The DNR was concerned about improving water quality and reducing the phosphorus levels.  In one year of pumping there will be a decrease of 2-10th of a foot or 2 ½".  The original plan called for year round pumping but the DNR issued a permit for 5 months of pumping at a higher rate.  Fred stated that the impact on Crystal Lake doesn't justify the $5,000.00 that the town pays without rerunning the model..  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the $5,000.00 to the Fish, Mud and Crystal Lake District for 2006 but to require a USGS to do a new model to show the impact on Crystal Lake with the current reduction of the pumping, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

The town clerk has been asked by Brian from Pest Control of Baraboo who sprayed the town hall last year for Asian beetles if the town would like him to spray again this year.  The cost would be $175.00.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the spraying of the town hall for Asian beetles, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Jim Cross from Columbia County Highway has not returned to the town the cost estimates for maintenance of town roads for 2006.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone maintenance of town road for 2006 until the town gets the estimates from Jim Cross, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi, and Robert Davis looked at some trees overhanging on Black Hawk Drive and Van Ness Road East of Chrisler Road would the town like that area mowed beyond the 66 foot right a way.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi not to exceed the 66 foot right a way on all town roads, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to authorize Robert Davis to brush and use the parallel arm mower on Black Hawk Drive, Smith Park Road and Trails End at a cost of $1,000.00 in 2005, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


Having a stop sign put up on Hillcrest Drive or Slack Road was brought up to the town board for consideration.  After discussion  - a motion was made by Bill Niemi to remove the yield sign and put a stop sign up at the end of Hillcrest Drive coming down toward Slack Road, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Robert Davis stated that he has a stop sign that could be used - the town board stated that Robert Davis could use this stop sign.  


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to put a yield sign on the corner of Black Hawk and Smith Park, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Robert Davis to take the yield sign from Hillcrest and put on Black Hawk.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to put a arrow sign on the crest of the hill on Chrisler Road, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Robert Davis also has an arrow sign the he will put up.

Joe Costanza town engineer came before the town board to explain the drainage problems along Selwood Drive –West of Crest View Drive and the other is by the first lot West on West Point Drive (Ganser's).  Joe Costanza has shot the grade and has a cost of $2,800.00 to $2,900.00 for H & K Construction to do the project which would include seeding and mulching.  Joe Costanza indicated that Larry Lenerz agreed to split the cost with the town equally. After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay ½ of the cost not to exceed $2,000.00 (towns share) to clean the ditch, seed and mulch in 2006, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.
Joe Costanza also stated that there is another drainage problem near the DeSchepper property on Selwood Drive – no ditch – water goes in driveway.  Will be put on the November agenda.

The town board set Wednesday, October 19th at 7:30 p.m. to work and finalize the 2006 town budget.  Fred Thistle was asked to also attend.


The joint meeting with the City of Lodi, Town of Lodi, Town of West Point, Lodi Fire Commission and the Lodi Ambulance Commission will be on October 24th at 7:00 p.m. at the Lodi Fire Station.


The town clerk and town treasurer are asking permission to replenish the developer's escrow accounts.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the town clerk send out a bill to all developers to replenish their escrow accounts, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.

Due to the resignation of Gene Edwards from the Comprehensive Planning Committee a new resident will be need to be appointed.  The town chairman Dean Schwarz has interviewed 2 residents that are interested in being a member of the Comprehensive Planning Committee and has one more resident to interview.  A motion was made by John Miller to postpone the appointment to the Comprehensive Planning Committee until the October 19th meeting, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


The two outside bathrooms need to be drained for the winter.  A motion was made by Scott King to have Tom Eberle and Gordon Carncross drain the pipes to the outside bathrooms and to have the outside bathrooms open each year by April 15th and closed by October 15th, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the October 13th, 2005 meeting at 10:35 p.m., 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.






Respectfully Submitted
 Edith Eberle, Town Clerk
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