TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, September 11th, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places and on the web site.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were: Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor (late), Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, and Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  Absent was Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.


The minutes from the August 14th, 2003 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the minutes, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


The Treasurer gave the following report:  General Fund - $220,641.52, Park Fund - $71,562.02 and Tree Fund - $17,508.00.  The Town Clerk and Town Treasurer have reconciled August with the bank.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the treasurer report, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried. 


Correspondence – Letter from town attorney on writing a letter to David Bartkowski, Pamphlet of Lake Tide, Pamphlet from Wisconsin Department of Transportation on Wisconsin Information System for Local Roads, Notice of a Meeting to Appointment Committee from the Madison Area Technical College, Letter from Columbia County on Final Notice on delinquent 1999 property taxes, 2003 Equalized Values – the Town of West Point is 201,585,400 (2002 was 182,262,300) and increase of +4.73, a email stating that the City of Lodi, Town of Lodi, and Town of West Point’s application for Household Hazardous Waste Grant Program was approved – also Columbia County will do a Agricultural Hazardous Waste Grant Program at the same time, a copy of the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions in connection with Lots 1 & 2 of Certified Survey Map No. 3991 for Darlene Ballweg, a copy of a letter to all Woodland Hills Subdivision residents (19) on the sale of out lot 2 that is on the meeting tonight, a certified copy of Ordinance No. Z310-03 on Paul and Diane Abley, letter from the Wisconsin Towns Association announcing the endorsement of Rural Mutual Insurance Company, a report from Waste Management for August 2003 of 4,520 pounds of garbage collected, copy for the Lodi Fire Commission Minutes, Pamphlet from Vierbicher on Growth Management, letter from Barton-Collins, Ltd they design, sell and distributes business forms, September 27 is open house at the City of Lodi, and September 29th is a joint meeting with Sauk Prairie School Board – Bill Niemi and Fred Thistle will attend.


The bills were presented to the town board for approval.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented with the exception of Meise Construction Bill (will be discussed later in the meeting), 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


Planning Commission Report was given by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond as follows:  August 21 meeting – public hearing for Darlene Ballweg on rezoning from agricultural to rural residential for 6 lots on Highway J, Darlene Ballweg rezoning was approved by a vote of 4 approved and 1 disapproved, Jerry Keller is asking for rezone approximately 5 acres from Agricultural to Commercial to put mini warehouses on the corner of State Highway 188 and Golf Road, September 4 meeting – discussion for Ken and Lois Foss on 91 acres (23 acres are zoned residential) – they would like to rezone 68 acres to residential – this could be connected to Okee Sanitary District and have sewer system if this is a area for the transitional area – the planning commission will be looking at possibly revising the transitional in our present Land Use Plan by December, 2003, Public Hearing for Jerry Keller mini warehouses on the corner of State Highway 188 and Golf Road – Jerry Keller was asked to wait until after January, 2004 when the transitional area has been looked at.


The town clerk was asked to write a letter to each fire chief (Lodi and Sauk) to come to our October meeting to discuss safety concerns.  The meeting will start at 7:00 p.m.


There was no report from the Town Hall Committee.


Bill Niemi gave Park Committee report as follows:  there was 1 meeting to look at the volleyball court and Meise Construction contact. 


Bud Styer reported that the Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District had their first annual meeting on Saturday, September 6, 2003 and that the following were elections to the board of commissioners were Pat Brumm – 3 years, Jeff Melville – 2 years, Bud Styer – 1 year, Vern Wendt – Chairman and Bob Pings Secretary.  The next scheduled meeting in September 22 to work on a formula for the budget.  The town clerk – Edith Eberle has received a faxed copy of the Resolution passed by Dane County Board and has written a letter to Columbia County asking for the $15,000.00 that was budgeted for the Lake District.


Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the Deaf Sign will be taken down on Schoepp Road, a cost estimate from Columbia County on getting fill dirt from Griemel Road that needs ditching and put the fill in on East Harmon Road at a cost of $2,000.00; Chrislaw Road, Morter Road and Lovering Road were resurfaced.  Robert Davis who is mowing the town roads for 2003 stated that there are rocks that need to be removed from the ditches – Chairman Fred Thistle will have Columbia County remove the rocks.  Robert Davis also presented a proposal to the town board for 2004 Roadside Signage, Brushing, and Mowing.  The town clerk to make copies of the proposal for each town board member.  The town clerk had a call from the State Trust Fund asking for a letter from the Town of West Point that the remainder ($49,619.37) will not be needed.  The loan was from 2001 for roads.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to send the State Trust Fund a letter canceling the remainder ($49,619.37) of the loan, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that Smith Park, Trails End and Blackhawk would be paved by the end of next week.


The town clerk stated that the Historical Society now has their agendas on the web site there will be a link to Roots Web for Historical information about the Town of West Point.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi asked to have Heather Hunt and Dick O’Connor names put on the Park Committee.


2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that the Town of West Point has a signed contract to purchase 6.99 acres at $6,000.00 per acre.  The State Trust Fund has interest rate of 3.75%.  The town clerk to send in an application for borrowing $400,000.00 for the new town hall.  A rezoning application will be on the Planning Commission agenda on September 18, 2003.


A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone the appointment of a committee member to the Sauk Fire District until October meeting, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.


The Town of West Point has received the approval from the Department of Administration and Department of Commerce to sell out lot 2 in Woodland Hills Subdivision.  The same covenants will apply to out lot 2 as the other lots in Woodland Hills.  3rd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that an appraisal was done on the lot at $74,000.00.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to have Attorney Jeff Clark proceed with the paper work and what ever else has to be done to sell the lot, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.


A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone the Map from Harry Hanks of Columbia County 1900, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


An operator license from Kim Marchant from Sunset Harbor was presented to the town board for their consideration.  Kim has taken the Bartenders Awareness class.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to grant an operator license to Kim Marchant, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Town Engineer Joe Costanza explained the overrun on the Meise Construction bill for West Point Selwood Park, which was over the bid price by $2370.70.  After the explanation a motion was made by Doug Richmond to pay Meise Construction $1370.70 – to retain $1000.00 for seeding, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried.


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi presented the town board with a proposal from Dan Schoepp for building a picnic shelter at West Point Selwood Park for $9,100.00 with the following options:

a. Prefinished boxcar ceiling, add $1,900.00

b. Steel ceiling, add $1,050.00

c. Steel roof instead of shingles, less $400.00.

After discussion a motion was made by Doug Richmond to accept the proposal from Dan Schoepp to build a picnic shelter with a steel roof and steel ceiling at a cost of $9,750.00, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.   Bill Niemi will contact Dan Schoepp.


A motion was made by Doug Richmond to name the park West Point Selwood Park, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  Chairman Fred Thistle will have a sign made.


Chairman Fred Thistle presented an agreement with Josh Posner and Trisha Wagner to do a study on Improving Nutrient Management by Linking Cash Grain and Livestock Operations for the Town of West Point.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to have a meeting on Tuesday, September 30, 2003 at 8:00 p.m. with the following farmers for their input to see if they feel it is a good idea for the Town of West Point to participate in the study:  Howard Hartmann, Dan & Mike Benish, Jon Ballweg, Ron & Pat Lochner, Miller Farms, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


There was discussion of having NO PARKING signs put up on the South side of Golf Road.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone the decision on NO PARKING signs until the October meeting at which time we will invite the DNR to come to the town board meeting, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.  Chairman Fred Thistle will arrange the meeting with DNR.


Attorney Jeff Clark has prepared a Town Park Ordinance for the town board for their consideration.  After discussion a motion was made by Doug Richmond adopts the Town Park Ordinance taking out Section 11 alternative, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Attorney Jeff Clark presented the town board with his opinion of putting the meeting minutes on the Web Site before they have been approved.  He reviewed Robert’s Rules of Order, which indicated that minutes should not be published until approved at the next meeting; he also recommended that they be not published until they are approved.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen not to put the minutes on the web site until they are approved, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Treasurer Joan Bader stated that Columbia County would not be printing the tax bills this year – they are paying a company to laser print the tax bills and mail them out.  There can only be 2 inserts with the tax bills and they have to be a certain size (8 ½ by 3 2/3).  The cost will be $.43 each tax bill which is about $577.20 for the Town of West Point.  A after discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to go with the company that Columbia County has hired and have them mail out the tax bills, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Nancy Elsing from Columbia County Economic Development Committee came before the town board and explained what they could do to help the Town of West Point with economic growth.  The dues to join the Economic Development Committee will cost the Town of West Point $2,687.00 for 1 year.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone a decision to join or not to join the Columbia County Economic Development Committee until our town budget is done, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


3rd Supervisor Doug Richmond presented the town board with the following prices to upgrade the town computer as follows:  lap top and 1 desk top computer at a cost of $3,095.00 which he gets a discount of approximately $500.00.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to purchase the 2 computers and to take the money from the town hall moderation budget, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.


The date of October 2nd at 7:00 p.m. was set to work on the 2004 town budget at the town clerks home.


Rezoning from agriculture to rural residential application from Darlene Ballweg was presented to the town board for their consideration.  3rd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that the rezoning was approved by the Planning Commission by a vote of 4 to 1.  The rezoning is for 6 lots on Highway J.  After discussion a motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the rezoning from agriculture to rural residential for Darlene Ballweg on Highway J with the contingent on the approval of the CSM finalized within 1 year, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  1st Supervisor Alan Treinen abstained from voting. 


Joe Costanza Town Engineer presented the town board with a set of plan to install a septic system for James Bishop at W12696 Pleasant View Park Road.  The septic system will go under the road with a 2” force main and sleeve to get to the drain field.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the septic system under the road contingent on the approving the easement, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


A special meeting will be held to meet with the Lodi Fair Board on the future of the present town hall on Thursday, September 25th at 6:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.


A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 p.m. by Bill Niemi, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.







Edith Eberle,







Town Clerk 
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