TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, September 8, 2005 at 
 7:30 p.m., at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.
 
The town board meeting was called to order by Town Clerk Edith Eberle. Due to the absent Chairman Dean Schwarz a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to nominate Bill Niemi as acting Chairman, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.   The town board members present were:  John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Scott King-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk, and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  Absent was Dean Schwarz-Chairman.
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   

The minutes from the August 11, 2005 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve the August 11th minutes with two corrections that are italicized, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was as follows; General Fund - $94,666.28, Park Fund - $12,037.05, Tree Fund - $7,124.82 and Historical Fund - $469.81. The Treasurer and the Clerk had reconciled with the August Bank Statement.    A motion was made by Scott King to accept the Treasurers report as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.
Correspondence – Julie & Mark Trameri have put land in Managed Forest; Letter from Columbia County Economic Development asking for 2004 dues; the Town has received the maps for the miles of Public Highway Open & Used for Travel that is due September 30th; Letter from Columbia County Sheriff's Office concerning activity at Gibraltar Rock County Park; Thank you from the family of Earl Lanzendorf; request for a town board member from the Town of West Point to attend Lodi Community Center Coalition; Final Notice for unpaid 2001 property taxes; Land Trust & Conservation Easements meeting on September 14th at Portage; Letter from Columbia County Planning & Zoning that they approved the variance for Carmon Gempler; letter from Charter Communications on new channels; Public Service Commission notice of hearing for Wisconsin Power and Light;  announcement of Drinking Water and Wastewater Funding Sources Workshops; and a Letter from Columbia County Register of Deeds on legal descriptions.

Each town board members had reviewed the bills prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to pay the bills presented, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried

Under Public Input – Mike Zitnick does not like the wording on citizen input; Kevin Kessler would like to speak on Ordinance on a Moratorium and Fred Thistle would like to speak on Town Roads – brush on Black Hawk Drive.


The Sauk Prairie Recreational Report was give by Scott King.


The Planning Commission Report was given by Gordon Carncross on the August 18th meeting and September 1st meetings.

Mr. Bill Welch representing the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley came before the town board to explain about the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley organization. The Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley is a diverse group of people offering their experience, talent, skills and time to their community.  The group is committed to the following:  land use, geographical features, environmental quality and historical heritage.  They have teams that have worked on the Ice Age Trail, Sign Ordinance, Trees and Leopold weekend.  Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley are funded by dues (membership) and grants.  Mr. Welch stated that they would like to be partnership with the Town of West Point to work with intergovernmental activities.  The Town board thanked Mr. Bill Welch for coming.

4th Supervisor Scott King stated that he had met with an Engineer, Steve Hegge and VP of government relations, Tim Vowell, both from Charter Communications, and Dick Jones on possible extension of service to residents on Rausch Road, Rausch Lane (private drive), West Point town hall, and the proposed developments of Savannah Ridge and Anchor Ridge..  Charter Communication is doing a study at the present time on expanding service for the 2006 budget.  A decision will be made mid 2006.  No action.


A motion was made by John Miller to postpone Fred Madison report on funding for Fish Lake, Crystal Lake and Mud Lake District until the October 13th town board meeting, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


A request for rezoning 1 acre of land for Dr. Maurice Murphy at W12102 Slack Road – Tax Parcel #71 was presented to the town board for consideration.  The Planning Commission disapproved the rezoning by a vote of 6 – 0.  The town board has a resolution in place not to rezoning any agricultural land to residential.  After discussion - a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to disapprove the rezoning for Dr. Maurice Murphy, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


The following town board members were assigned to do maintenance at the new town hall:  September – Gordon Carncross; October – John Miller; November – Bill Niemi; December – Scott King; January – Dean Schwarz and will rotate each month in order given.

Review of proposed Ordinance to Impose a Temporary Stay on the Acceptance, Review, and Approval of Land Divisions and Subdivision Applications was presented to the town board for consideration.  There was discussion on the date for the public hearing and special town board meeting (September 20th).  The notice is in the papers (Sauk Prairie Star and Lodi Enterprise) and posted in the regular posting places in the town.  There was a question on complete applications that are before the Town of West Point at the present time – the Planning Commission will recommend which applications are complete at the September 15th meeting.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi (acting chairman) read the proposed Ordinance section by section and each town board member voiced any questions and concerns on each item.  4th Supervisor Scott King would like clarification on Section 2 – B – building site (withdrawn). Another question was Section 2 – C – question of rights of lands owners.  There was discussion on Section 3 - A - fee for applying for exception to the Ordinance of $300.00. A motion was made by Bill Niemi to keep Section 3 – A – fee for applying for exception to the Ordinance at $300.00, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – yes 3 – no 1 – motion carried.  The Planning Commission vote on the Ordinance to Impose a Temporary Stay on the Acceptance, Review, and Approval of Land Divisions and Subdivision Applications was yes 5 – no 1.  A motion was made by John Miller to approve the proposed Ordinance to Impose a Temporary Stay on the Acceptance, Review, and Approval of Land Divisions and Subdivision Applications deleting Alternative 1 & 2 and adding in #2 amended 2004, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.

Town roads that require maintenance for 2006 with estimated costs was presented to the town board by 3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi (acting chairman) as follows:
· Barta Road - $6,000.00 – resurface

· Bittner Road - $23,000.00 – resurface

· Chrislaw Road - $3,300.00 – resurface

· East Lake Drive –

· Greimel Road - $30,000.00 – resurface

· Kohlman Road - $9,000.00 – wedge and seal coat

· McCubbin Road - $3,000.00 – wedge and seal coat

· O'Connor Road & Van Ness Road to Cty. J - $40,000.00 – wedge and seal coat

· Pulvermacher Road – redo from this year

· Pustaver Road - $30,000.00  - resurface

· Schoepp Road - $6,000.00 seal coat

· Selwood Drive - $6,000.00 seal coat

· Woodland Hills (Northern Cross Arm & Partridge Run, Badger Run) - $4,000.00 – seal coat

· Juniper – wedge and seal coat

After discussion the town board asked Bill Niemi to get quotes on the cost of doing the roads from Jim Cross from Columbia County Highway on the following roads to help doing the town budget for 2006:  Barta Road, Chrislaw Road, Greimel Road, Kohlman Road, O'Connor Road, Van Ness Road, Pulvermacher Road, Selwood Drive, and Juniper Drive.  The following roads need patching – Gannon Road, Pleasant View Park, Kohlman Road, West Harmon Road and Davis Road.

Mr. Dick Jones came before the town board asking for consideration on having stop signs put up at the intersection of Slack Road and Hillcrest Drive.  Mr. Jones would like to see 3 stop signs put up.  After discussion a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to have Joe Costanza, town engineer look at the intersection for sight distance etc., 2nd by John Miller – the motion was amended to have Jim Cross from Columbia County look at the intersection, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Bill Niemi will contact Columbia County Highway.  


The Town Clerk Edith Eberle stated that there as speed limit signs missing that need to be put up as follows:
· Woodland Hills – Northern Cross Arm, Partridge Run, Badger Run

· Hillcrest Drive

· Pleasant View Park 

· Vista View Court

· Club Circle

· Rausch Road (they do have a sign at 35 mph)

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have speed signs put up at the above named roads, 2nd Scott King – motion carried.


The Lodi Fair Association is asking permission to travel on town roads to move the old the hall to the Lodi fair grounds on Thursday, September 29th, 2005.  They are within $3,000.00 of the goal to move the Old Town Hall.  A motion was made by Scott King to grant permission to travel on town roads as needed to move the old town hall, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Two contracts from Columbia County Humane Society have been received by the Town of West Point for the remainder of 2005 and 2006.  After discussion a motion was made by Scott King to approve the 2005 contract at a cost of $140.00 and 2006 contract at a cost on $280.00 plus $140.00 for removing the individual cost of picking up dogs and cats, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

Resolution 9/8/2005 to adopt a standardized bill payment procedure and policy was presented by 4th Supervisor Scott King to the town board for consideration.  The Resolution was read and the procedure would be as follows:  

1. The Town Clerk will print and sign checks for all bills received 3 business days prior to the monthly town board meeting. receive all bills (that have been received 3 days prior to the town board meeting) and print the checks and sign the checks  

2. The town board may review all the bills within the 2 days prior to the town board meeting 
3. After the town board will approved the bills at the town board meeting the Town Chairman will sign only those checks for bills that have been approved by the town board.
4. The Town Treasurer will than review the checks and sign if sufficient funds are available in the treasury.  All checks will be mailed via USPS.
The town board felt that this was a good policy.  A motion was made by Scott King adopt Resolution #9-8-2005 Standardized Bill Payment Procedure and Policy, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


Set a date to work on 2006 town budget was brought up for discussion.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to have Bill Niemi, Dean Schwarz and Edith Eberle work on the 2006 budget, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the finance Committee (Town Chairman, Town Clerk and 3rd Supervisor) set a date to work on the budget and then have a special town board meeting to review/explain the line items in the 2006 town budget to the town board, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.

A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the September 8th, 2005 meeting at 11:25 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.






Respectfully Submitted
 Edith Eberle, Town Clerk
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