TOWN OF WEST POINT
Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held a special meeting on Tuesday, September 20, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, Sauk Prairie Star, posted in three designated places in the town and on the web site.

The town board members present was:  Chairman Dean Schwarz, 1st Supervisor John Miller, 2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross, 3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi and 4th Supervisor Scott King.  Also present was Town Clerk Edith Eberle, and Attorney Jeff Clark.
Chairman Dean Schwarz called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. There were 96 people present.  Chairman Dean Schwarz introduced Ron Grasshoff, chairman of the Comprehensive Planning Committee who gave a report on the process of the 9 elements that need to be completed by 2010. The Town of West Point Comprehensive Planning Committee and Columbia County Planning and Zoning are working together on revising the Comprehensive Land Use Plan which is scheduled to be completed by January, 2008.  There will be open house on Tuesday, September 27, 2005 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on the following completed elements: Housing, Transportation and Utilities. 
3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi read the proposed Ordinance to Impose a Temporary Stay on the Acceptance, Review, and Approval of Land Divisions and Subdivision Applications. The following residents spoke at the Public Hearing:

Sheila Landsverk – applaud the Town of West Point and the town board for the moratorium, many towns have adopted a moratorium, if a moratorium is adopted it doesn't mean the town is against development.  She feels the length of time should be 18 months.
Chuck Cushman – not for development likes the rural area – if more development it will increase in schools, roads - longer the better for a moratorium 
Carmon Gempler – owns a house on Lake Wisconsin – like the nature beauty – plan development in areas that are adjacent to developed areas – more jobs – helps local economy.  He feels 36 months is to long – the town board has the power now.

Dave Ferris – speaking on behalf of all his families – they feel Savannah Ridge was done in haste – consider less months for the moratorium.

Brian Kindschi (non-resident) – less than 18 months – doesn't want the moratorium challenged.

Ken Breunig (non- resident) – in construction business – doesn't want to take away private property owner's rights – he feels that is what we are doing

John Kisiez (non resident) – from Development Council for Wisconsin Builders Association – he feels planning is necessary – economics a moratorium will be loss of jobs – in pack – no revenue – as a developer 36 months is bad and the jury is out if a town has the right to do a moratorium – in Kenosha County there is a law suit pending.

Ken Nonn (non resident) – Business owner and former resident of the Town of West Point – board should consider the economics of a moratorium – needs builders.  Building brought economy up after 9-11.  Moratorium too long time frame – consider 1 year.

Daniel R Heffron (non resident) – Real Estate Developer – the time is a concern – 1 year would be ok – make a vision statement work – property owners have rights

Michael Zitnick – lives on no name bay – development has caused sediments damage to the bay – Comprehensive Plan needs time to complete.

Carole Lukens – lived in the Town of West Point for 25 years – planning – business back wards – 0 growth will raise the taxes 2% per year.  Property values go up – have farmers look a logical place for development property value will go down.  Rights of citizen are vs. rights of community – moratorium 6 months to 12 months.  

Jerry Keller – his grandparents brought the farm in 1930's – he is now 64 years old – raises pumpkins and vegetables.  The number of students riding the school bus in 1950's was 152 – now 144.  1 of 5 rows of corn goes to ethanol.

Emily Carncross – quoted an article in the Capitol Times on Land Use Issues by Bill Berry - a study done by Forest Service stated that 4, 000 acres of open space will be lost to development or 3 acres per minute.  The study suggests that by 2030, housing density will increase substantially on more than 44 million acres or 11 percent of private forest land.
John Ganser (non-resident) – jobs will be lost – 3 years too long – because it causes a 5 -6 year development lag - there are some bad developments

William Roark (non resident) – there was a questionnaire that was sent to all West Point resident–development has impact on Turtle Bay and shoreline – voiced water quality concerns.
Rick Palagi – he is a new resident moved here in February – he is the CEO of Sauk Hospital – stated that Sauk Hospital is one of the top 100 hospital – his concerns are affordable housing for employees, etc.  There are new program and services. No moratorium – control growth
Steve Gilbert – passed

Wayne Sadek – doesn't receive services for roads – despite taxes paid

Richard Jones – lives on Slack Hill for 32 years and owns 30 acres – likes the rural setting – large lots – commended the town board – need comprehensive plan on an orderly basis

Kevin Kessler – member of the Plan Commission has 4 points to bring to the town board attention – (letter attached to minutes)
1.  We have to firmly commit to timely development and adoption of our comprehensive plan and the enactment of new ordinances that will be required to implement it.  Passing this moratorium isn't going to solve anything.

2. We have to recognize and respect private property rights

3. West Point is not an island

4. We absolutely must obtain meaningful public input during the period of the moratorium

Bob Ham – member of the Plan Commission and voted for 36 months to allow the Smart Growth Plan to be completed – if completed before 36 months moratorium can be lifted.

Kathy Ballweg – had a question why still working/talking on the Comprehensive Plan 
Gabe Miller – stated that the Comprehensive Plan is a living document an on going issue – the first plan done in the 1990's.  Property rights is important – he grew up here – stop rezoning land use the land that is currently zoned residential to build on.  Farmers do also create jobs.  Land can never be undeveloped – needs time to work with Columbia County to do a Comprehensive Plan.

David Bartkowski – complimented the town board on the vision – courage to pass a moratorium

Stig Rahm – asked the town board to look at the Global Issue – 3 years to Columbia County of Comprehensive plan – if you feel stronger – that is ridiculous – no moratorium – tighten restriction on getting Long Range Plan

Dean Schwarz – town chairman has concern with the time – could get done in 18 months – without the entire Land Use Plan completed – just the Agricultural and Land Use Elements.

3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi read 2 letters received for the record

1. Dick O'Connor – former Plan Commission member - opposing a three year moratorium (letter attached to minutes.
2. Phil Salkin – Government Affairs Director for Realtors Association of South Central Wisconsin – opposing a moratorium (letter attached to minutes) 
Public Hearing was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

4th Supervisor Scott King made a motion to extend the public hearing till the regular town board meeting on October 13, 2005 citing that the Sauk Prairie Eagle publicized this as a moratorium on AG rezoning and residential subdivisions  the reason as the local newspapers did not have the right information – 2nd by Bill Niemi – discussion as follows:

2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross – feels the motion inappropriate – the notice were done legally – leave as is

1st Supervisor John Miller – a reason why the residents are here – lets finish the meeting
Attorney Jeff Clark – public input on a standard meeting night is inconvenient – good to have on a separate night.  Remember this is a moratorium on Land Division not rezoning.

Chairman Dean Schwarz – brought the scope to the people

The call to extend the public hearing to October 13th was brought up for a vote yes 2 and no 3 – the motion was defeated.

Chairman Dean Schwarz asked each town board member to give comments – as follows:

2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross – general consensus is length to long of time – end the moratorium when the Agricultural and Land Use elements are completed – need protect farm land and lake land – freedom to look what our community will look like - this is an opportunity to come together as a community with the temporary stay – building permit is still an issue – we have 4 subdivision proposals right now which would could create 27 to 30 new homes.

1st Supervisor John Miller – agrees with Gordon - wait until revised Land Use Plan done – town look like in the future – shorter time for a moratorium.

3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi – would be in favor of a resolution on rezoning of agricultural land - a moratorium is an agency of property rights – not 36 months moratorium – there is a court case with a 32 month moratorium – Land Use Plan to stop agricultural land being zoned residential
4th Supervisor Scott King – agrees with Bill - property rights reviewed – there are 40 land owners that have land (772 acres) that is zoned residential.  When Scott was on the Plan Commission – they did away with Transitional Areas and review each case on a case by case basis – in 3 years on the Plan Commission the town has only created 7 to 10 lots per year – the creation of the moratorium has caused development to accelerate – New subdivision ordinance accomplished 3 key factors 1) provides for earlier   public input into preliminary plats; 2) increased minimum CSM lot size - increased lot size to 80 acres so that dividers  need to come to the town for approval; 3) and removed all areas with 20% slopes for development – there would be litigations cost if more than 18 months.
A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adopt the Ordinance #9-20-05A to Impose a Temporary Stay on the Acceptance, Review, and Approval of Land Divisions and Subdivision Applications and to change the length of time from 36 months to 18 months, 2nd by John Miller – Attorney Jeff Clark statement (C) fair on how to stay out of court - Town's have the authority to do a moratorium - Litigation cost would be large from $10,000.00 to $20,000.00 at a minimum.  Gordon Carncross amended his motion to have  the Agricultural and Land Use Elements of the Comprehensive Plan completed rather than a shorter time when the Agricultural and Land Use Elements are completed not the entire Smart Growth Plan within 18 months,  is completed, 2nd by John Miller - Attorney Clark read the proposed changes to the Ordinance # 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 – a roll call vote was taken as follows:  Scott King – no; Gordon Carncross – yes; John Miller – yes; Bill Niemi – no; and Dean Schwarz – yes – motion carried.  This ordinance will be posted at the three posting places in the Town of West Point.

A 5 minute recess was taken


Adoption of Code of Ordinances was presented to the town board for consideration.  Attorney Jeff Clark stated this Ordinance organizes all the Town's ordinances – there was extra cost to create the Code of Ordinances but in the long term there will be financial savings to the town on publication fees. If this Code of Ordinances is accepted the revised erosion control ordinance will also be approved.  Kevin Kessler – Plan Commission member is in support of the Erosion & Code of Ordinances – but would like to see any future draft ordinances on the town web site.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that there is one correction on page 3 – 16,  the work " not" should be added.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt the Code of Ordinances with the correction stated above, 2nd by Scott King – motion carried.


3rd Supervisor read the Creation of Code of Ordinances #9-20-05 that will be published and posted in the three places in the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt #9-20-05 Creation of Code of Ordinances to be published and posted in the three places in the Town of West Point, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.


A motion was made by Scott King to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Bill Niemi – meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.






Respectfully Submitted





Edith Eberle






Town Clerk
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