TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, April 10th, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were:  Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Torrey Latham-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  


The minutes from the March 13th, 2003 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the minutes, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried.  


Treasurer’s Report was given by Joan Bader as follows:  General account $244,163.83, Park Fund as $113,661.80, and Tree Fund $17,453.85.  The treasurer and clerk have balanced March with the Bank Statement.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the treasurer report, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

Correspondence – Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the  proposed cut in Shared Revenue for the Town of West Point current law is - $42,478.00 the Governor’s proposal is to cut to $40,925.00 and 2004 current law is $36,267.00 – Governor’s proposal is cut to $12,970.00, Sandhill Ridge Subdivision Plat was recorded on April 1, 2003 – Volume 1 – Page 246-A – Document Number is 680516 in the Register of Deeds Office, there will be a history fair from May 3 through May 11 given by the Sauk City Historical Commission, a news release on new tax credit program for Farmers and Agri-Businesses, Wendy Soucie asked to have a new sign put up as follows:  Richmond Memorial Park – Rocks of Gibraltar, copies of the information handed out at the County/Town planning meeting on March 18th,  Letter from Charter Communications on changes to Charter’s Promotional Digital Value Packages, Permit for Gas Main Extension on Rausch Road, Copy of permit to put up waterway markers due to the danger of cables from the new ferry,  Letter from Columbia County Economic Development Corporation on their Annual Dinner Meeting,  Letter from Columbia County Highway & Transportation for highway matching funds, Fire Inspection Report – no violations, Letter from Continental Western Group that Fungi or Bacteria is not included in our Umbrella Liability Policy, Letter from MEI that bids were opened on March 7th, 2003 and we are requesting our LRIP funds from Columbia County, List of land owners that are enrolled in the Managed Forest, Letter from State Trust Fund stating that the Town of West Point meets the requirements for the $100,000.00 to Install Pump station on Fish, Crystal and Mud Lakes, and a letter from Ruekert-Mielke on information for development for the Town of West Point.

A list of bills was given to each town board member for their consideration.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that there were no Planning Commission meetings.

On Crystal Lake – Bud Styer stated that there would be a meeting on Friday – April 11, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. at the Town of Roxbury town hall on forming a lake district.

2 new proposals for doing a webb page for the Town of West Point have been received – a total of 4 proposals.  After discussion – a motion was made by Alan Treinen to form a Webb site committee, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  Dean Schwarz and Bill Niemi were appointed to the Webb Site committee to look over the proposals and make recommendation to the town board at the May 8th meeting.

A revised copy of the Ordinance for a West Point Historical Society was presented to the town board for their consideration.  There were minor changes made.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the Ordinance #4/11/2003 for West Point Historical Society, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  On recommendation of the town attorney Jeff Clark the Ordinance will be posted in four places.

A motion was made by Alan Treinen to post pone the selection of a town Internet service until final plans are made for the location of a new town hall, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

Richard O’Connor a member of the town hall committee asked the town board for direction on the new town hall.  At the annual meeting the residents of the town approved up to $400,000.00 to build a new town hall.   The following guidelines were set up:  a Design Proposal presented at the May 8th meeting, Preliminary Plans at the June 12th meeting and Final Plans at the July 10th meeting.  

A motion was made by Torrey Latham to appoint/designate 3rd Supervisor Doug Richmond to negotiate on a location for the new town hall, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

The Ordinance on Tax Payment in Excess of Tax Bill Amount was presented to the town board for their consideration.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to table the Ordinance on Tax Payment in Excess of Tax Bill Amount indefinitely, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the line fence is being built by Chuck Zeman at the transfer site.  1st Supervisor Alan Treinen asked to pasture the transfer site with 3 horses – Alan stated that he would cut and bale the grass, take care of the noxious weeds and maintain the fence at the transfer site.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to allow Alan Treinen to pasture, cut and bale the grass, take care of noxious weeds and maintain the fence for 1 year, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried. (Alan Treinen abstained from the vote)  This motion/agreement with Alan Treinen will be revisited in one year.

Open Book is scheduled on Monday, April 28, 2003 from 4 to 6 p.m.

Board of Review is scheduled on Wednesday, May 14, 2003 from 6 to 8 p.m.

Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the Road Contracts have been signed.  4th Supervisor Torrey Latham stated that some of the town roads are soft.

Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the town engineer Joe Costanza and himself have put specifications for town road mowing together and they will be going out on bid.  The Bids will be presented at the May 8th meeting.

Chairman Fred Thistle appointed the following committees:  Lodi Fire District – Tom Eberle, Lodi Ambulance District – Alan Treinen, Sauk Ambulance District – Robert Davis, 3 year term on the Planning Commission is Kevin Kessler and Dick O’Connor, Highway Safety Committee – Bill Niemi and the Sauk Fire District – appointments will be made at the May meeting.

4th Supervisor Torrey E. Latham gave the town board his resignation as he is moving out of the Town of West Point – effective at the end of this meeting.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that he has 2 residents that have expressed interest on being on the town board – they are Dean Schwarz and Scott King.  Each candidate was present at the meeting.  The town board asked each candidate to state why they would like to be a town board member.  After each person gave their reason to be a town board member – they were asked to leave the building so the town board could make a decision.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to appoint Dean Schwarz to fill the remaining term for 4th Supervisor, 2nd by Doug Richmond – a roll call vote was taken as follows:  Bill Niemi – yes, Doug Richmond – yes, Alan Treinen – yes, Fred Thistle – yes and Edith Eberle – yes.  Chairman Fred Thistle thanked Torrey Latham for being on the town board and for the good job done.

A contract from Ayers Associates on Phase 2 of the mapping was presented to the town board for their consideration. After discussion – a motion was made by Bill Niemi to sign the contract from Ayers Associates at a cost of $8,125.00, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

A motion was made by Torrey Latham to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.

Edith Eberle,






Town Clerk 
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