TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, December 11, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places and on the web site.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were: Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.


The minutes from the November 13th, 2003 meeting had been given to each of town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


The Treasurer gave the following report:  General Fund - $82,668.32, Park Fund - $73,940.00, Tree Fund - $10,936.39 and Historical Society Fund - $190.75.  The Town Clerk and Town Treasurer have reconciled November with the bank.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried. 


Correspondence – Joe Costanza has requested the TRIP funds from Columbia County, letter to Board of Commissioners of Public Lands to close the loan application for $100,000.00 for a Lake District, October and November recycling report from Waste Management, Variance approval from Columbia County for Patricia Logan Anderson, Rezoning approval from Columbia County for Michael and Della Ryan (land for new town hall),  letter from LODI that they are planning to create and develop an informational kiosk, Letter from Town of Lodi to consider a new protocol for joint fire and ambulance meeting, 


The copy of the bills was presented to the town board for approval. Discussion was brought up on the Associated Bank bill.  In 1996 the January payment was missed.  No notice of late payment was ever received by the Town of West Point.  2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond asks to have the Associated Bank answer the following questions:

1. Why no 10 day notice of payment late

2. How was the next payment applied if this one wasn’t noticed as    being late

3. What rate did they use to get $339.73 on $1241.37 for 7 years

4. A written copy of late payment policy

5. Copy of late notice.

A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to pay the principle and to attach a letter with the 5 questions stated above to the Associated Bank, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried. A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented with the exception of the Associated Bank, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


Citizens Input – Bud Styer asked about highway workers wasting time.


Planning Commission Report was given by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond as follows:  November 20th, 2003 – Jim Grothman presented a CSM for Susan Sykes for 7 lots with a town road; December 4th, 2003 meeting – work on transitional expansion on the Land Use Plan - there will be a public hearing on January 7, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. on the Transitional  Expansion on the Land Use Plan. 



Bill Niemi gave the following report of the Park Committee – pole is bending on the volleyball court – the committee liked the sign that was presented to them but would like to remove the ducks – the sign with be on the January agenda.  The shelter has been approved by the Park Committee as follows:  the roof will be an architectural roof, Northern Star vinyl siding in Khaki, Rollex soffit and fascia in Heather, Steel ceiling under gables in color matching fascia.  There will be a sign made with the rules of the Park.


Report of Crystal, Fish and Mud Lakes Lake District was given by Bud Styer as follows:  In 5 to 6 days a Chapter 30 permit will be approved, there is a problem with Crystal Lake Estates may need a public hearing, Lake District will be borrowing money to operate for 2004 – will go on tax roll on 2005.  They have formed a finance committee to help raise money this up coming summer.  This item will be deleted from the monthly agenda.

Chairman Fred Thistle and 4th Supervisor Dean Schwarz had a special meeting with Columbia County Highway on Wednesday, December 10th. Chairman Fred Thistle stated that there will be 2 people plowing the Town of West Point’s roads.  Columbia County Highway was disappointed that they will not be brushing and signs for the Town of West Point.  A survey will be sent to all the towns in Columbia County on roads etc. by Columbia County Highway.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to resurface Hillcrest and Slack Road in 2004, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

A proposed amendment to the contract for General Engineering was presented to the town board for their consideration.  A copy was mailed to General Engineering by the Attorney Jeff Clark.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the contract with amendment, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.

Speed  limit on Reynolds Road  was brought up for discussion.  It was recommended to have 45 mph speed limit from the Charles Brown home on Reynolds Road to Highway 60 and with a curve sign of 25 mph for the corner of Reynolds and Chrisler Road. Discussion on putting Chevron signs on the corner on top of hill on Reynolds and on the corner of Chrisler/Reynolds.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to put Chevron signs on both corners with curve signs with 25 mph on the Reynolds Road curve on top hill and curve sign with 35 mph on the corner of Reynolds and Chrisler Road, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.  No change in speed limit at the present time on Reynolds Road – will keep track on accidents on the road.

Fences around pools were brought up for discussion by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the attorney drawn up an Ordinance on fences around all pools (above, in ground and a question if hot tubs should be considered also), 2nd by Dean Schwarz  - motion carried.

The question of a 2nd meeting a month was brought up for discussion.  Each supervisor gave their opinions.  A motion was by Dean Schwarz to postpone until January meeting, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Conservation Subdivision was explained by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond.  The concept is to leave green space in subdivisions which would be owned by all property owners in that subdivision. This concept could be used on any size subdivision.  Would the town board like to give direction to the Planning Commission to look into the Green Space concept.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz  to direct the Planning Commission to look at  concept of green space, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Gardiner Appraisal Service has presented the Town of West Point a revised contract due to forestland, wasteland, and undeveloped land that must be revalued and/or reclassified.  An increase of $500.00.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to approve the contract for Gardiner Appraisal to $12,000.00 per year, and Doug Richmond – motion carried

The Town of West Point needs to set caucus date in January.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to set January 13, 2004 for caucus at 7:30 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

A motion was made by Doug Richmond not to join the Urban Towns Association, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

The Ordinance on Volunteer Funds was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The City of Lodi has passed the ordinance.  A copy of this Ordinance will be given to the Town Attorney for his opinion.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone until the January meeting, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

There are 2 people interested in purchasing the lot in Woodland Hills.  2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that he would be willing to show the interested parties the lot.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond to show the lot for sale to the interested parties, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the Town Chairman Fred Thistle accept the sale of the lot if not less than $99,000.00 before the next town board meeting if an offer is made, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. by Doug Richmond, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.







Edith Eberle







Town Clerk 
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