TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, February 13th, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were:  Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Torrey Latham-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  


The minutes from the January 9th, 2003 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Torrey Latham to approve the minutes, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried.  


Treasurer’s Report was given by Joan Bader as follows:  General account $1,158,787.63, Park Fund as $103,693.18, and Tree Fund $17,431.22.  The treasurer stated that due to a mix up with deposit slips that we have not balanced the town books for January.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the treasurer report, 2nd by Torrey Latham - motion carried.

Correspondence – Chairman Fred Thistle stated that after a dog has bitten a person that dog is confined for 10 days because if it has rabies it will always die within 10 days, Crossroads magazine, Letter from US Representative Tammy Baldwin on Crystal and Fish Lake, Landscene magazine, copies of letter that Joe Costanza – town engineer sent to the 3 mobile home park owners on building permits, New prices from Charter Communications, Letter from Community Insurance asking to give the Town a quote for insurance, Letter from Continental Western Group for Terrorism Risk Insurance, Lodi Fire Commission Minutes, Rural Development for Adams, Columbia, Green Lake, Marquette and Sauk Counties a poster to post, Letter form Columbia County Planning & Zoning Department for a meeting on March 18, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. on existing land uses to assist in development, Letter from Department of Treasury on Federal Tax Related statues as taxpaying entities, email on new requirements on persons registering to vote, Memo from Columbia County Land Information Department on Open Book and Board of Review (clerk faxed to assessor), Letter to Jim Riggle (in response to his letter on mobile home assessment), Letter from Columbia County Planning & Zoning granting a Conditional Use Permit for Kristie Kevern, and Minutes from January 7, 2003 meeting from Columbia County Planning & Zoning on Agriculture Zoning in County. 

A list of bills was given to each town board member for their consideration.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.

2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond gave the following report for the Planning Commission:  January 16th – a public hearing for CSM for Zeman/Heffron, presented –CSM for Shirley Paepke, CSM for William Henry, Division of Lot for David Mitchell, a Variance for Bob Goeres, the CSM for Zeman/Heffron was postponed, and Kevin Kessler was sworn in as a Planning Commission member February 6th – approved Variance for Bob Goeres, CSM for David Mitchell, CSM William Henry, and CSM for Shirley Paepke, CSM for Zeman/Heffron was tabled because the engineer has not yet looked it over a revised Storm Water Plan.

2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond gave the following report for the town hall committee:  the public hearing held on January 21st there was 5 people present, there are 4 sites that are being considerated (transfer site, present site, property from Mike Ryan or Tom Bannan); question was brought up of joining with the Town of Lodi (that is legally possible but it will not work for neither town as for meetings, election etc.); there will be another public hearing on March 5th, 2003.

3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that the specifications for the town park in Selwood are being published and the bid opening will be on February 26th at 2:00 p.m.

A bill was received from the Town of Roxbury for Mead & Hunt for $3152.64 (West Point ½ is $1,576.32) for the Crystal Lake, Fish Lake Station Feasibility Study.  A motion was made to pay West Point’s share of the Mead and Hunt bill, 2nd Torrey Latham – motion carried.  4th Supervisor stated that the chapter 30 permit is not complete.  Vern Wendt Dane County Supervisor gave the town board members a draft copy of the estimated/potential timeline of activities to establish the Lake District there will be a public hearing on February 25, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. Room 201.  Mead and Hunt presented the final phase for the Pumping System for Mud, Fish, and Crystal Lake at a cost of $26,900.00 and a schedule as follows:

1. 60% of plans completed for review – March 31, 2003

2. Easement maps and description completed – April 15, 2003

3. Permit Application to WI DOT – April 15, 2003

4. Final plans completed for approval – April 30, 2003

5. Bid opening – May 28, 2003

6. Recommend award – June 6, 2003.

A motion was made by Doug Richmond for West Point to pay ½ of $26,900.00 for the final phase of the pumping system, 2nd by Torrey Latham – motion carried.  The town clerk has received approval for borrowing $100,000.00 from the State Trust Fund.  A motion was made by Torrey Latham to authorizing the clerk to fill out the application for the borrowing $100,000.00 for Fish Crystal and Mud Lake pumping station, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


Town Engineer Joe Costanza told the town board that the bids will go out next week of Smith Park, Blackhawk and Trails End – with the bid opening on March 7th at the West Point Town Hall.


The town clerk Edith Eberle reported that she had attended the Municipal Clerks meeting in Spring Green and that there is a program called LaserFiche that will take old handwritten minutes and convert them to text on the computer.  The cost of the program is $6,000.00.  The town board asked to have the clerk contact Computer Technologies to come to the March meeting for a short demonstration of the program.  The town clerk reported that she has 2 costs of Internet service for the Town of West Point – Merrimac year cost unlimited service for $125.97/$9/95 per month, and TDS a cost of unlimited service for $199.00 per year or $19.95 per month.

A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone until March meeting to get written costs, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Webb page for the Town of West Point has 3 companies who are interested in doing a Webb page.  Chairman Fred Thistle had picked up a pamphlet on Getting Online – a guide to the Internet for small town leaders.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to postpone the Webb page to enable the town clerk to get every town board member a copy of each proposal, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


On the Ordinance for West Point Area Historical Society - Attorney Jeff Clark came before the town board to ask questions of what the town board would like in this ordinance.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to have the attorney draft an Ordinance for establishing a West Point Area Historical Society, 2nd by Torrey Latham – motion carried.


A 35-acre CSM for William Henry was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The CSM shows the building envelope and adequate easement for the small parcel on the North side of Van Ness to be used only for agricultural.  The Planning Commission approved the CSM.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the CSM for William Henry when all the fees are paid including $750.00 park fund, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


A 2 lot CSM for the Estate of Shirley Paepke was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The CSM shows the building envelope.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the CSM for the Estate of Shirley Paepke with Attorney Jeff Clark approving the Declaration of Covenants and all fees being paid including $750.00 for Park Fee and NOT restricting Lot 1 from further subdividing, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.


A 3 lot CSM for David Mitchell was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission has approved the CSM.  The combining of Lot 1 with house on the water, and lot 2 to allow a garage on the South side of the Pleaseant View Park Road (a dedicated road), and lot 3 separate with a house and joint access with lot 2.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the CSM with the following:

1. Lots 1 & 2 can not be sold separately

2. Lot 2 is not a buildable site

3. Lot 3 has joint access with Lot 2 so only one driveway opening,

And to waive the park fee requirement, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


A variance application from Robert and Jill Goeres was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission has approved the Variance.  The reason a variance is needed is that Columbia County has changed the Ordinance – which caused a hardship, as the original house doesn’t meet the required water setback of 50 ft.  The new Addition does not need a variance.  After discussion a motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the variance for Robert and Jill Goeres, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.  The addition is not more the 50% of the house value.


A motion was made by Alan Treinen to have 3 people work at the February 18th election and to furnish 1 meal, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Appoint a Smart Growth Committee was brought up for the town board to consider.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated he has 7 residents who are interested in being on the committee.  County Supervisor Dan See stated that Columbia County would help go through the plans for a cost of $10,000.00.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the appointment of a Smart Growth Committee, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.


The Resolution for Open Burning in Badger Ordinance had been given to each town board member for their consideration.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to take no action on the Resolution for Open Burning in Badger Ordinance, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


The Impact Fee Proposal was brought to the town board of their consideration.  After discussion – A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone until a joint meeting with the City of Lodi, Town of Lodi and Town of West Point, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried

A motion was made by Torrey Latham to adjourn the meeting at 10:10p.m. 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Edith Eberle,






Town Clerk 
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