TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, February 12, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places and on the web site.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were: Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.


The minutes from the January 8th, 2004 meeting had been given to each of town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Bill Niemi  – motion carried.


The Treasurer gave the following report:  General Fund - $2,273,981.81, Park Fund - $27,865.84, Tree Fund - $10,049.39 and Historical Society Fund - $190.75.   A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried. The Town Clerk and Town Treasurer balanced December 2003 and January 2004 with the bank.


Correspondence –
Copy of letter sent to the Wisconsin Department of Revenue on an error in taxes for Dick O’Connor, Lodi Fire Commission Minutes from January, and Letter from Columbia County concerning Jerry Keller request to cut timber, and a signed offer for 9 acres that the Town of West Point is purchasing from Mike Ryan.

A copy of the bills was given to the town board members for their consideration. A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


Citizens Input - the board will receive information on non-agenda topics brought before the board by members of the public.  The board will not discuss these topics and will not take action on any of them at this meeting – article in the Sauk Prairie Eagle on mistake on cost of land that the town is purchasing from Mike Ryan and posting special meeting on internet.


Planning Commission Report was given by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond as follows:  January 15 – Don Ertmer is requesting the town take .12 acres out of wetland preservation to allow him to build a garage, discussed transitional area; February 5 – CSM and Preliminary Plat for Darlene Ballweg was presented- was postponed until March 5 at which time the CSM and Final/Preliminary Plat will be discussed.

Town Hall Committee – a meeting was held on January 29th with General Engineering and went over the final specifications before the bids go out – the bids opening is on February 24, 2004 at 4:00 p.m.


Park Committee – no report


Chairman Fred Thistle stated that 6.99 acres has been purchased from Mike and Della Ryan on January 30, 2004.  We have an accepted offer to purchase 9 more acres – how the payment is to be made will be worked out with the landowner.  The town chairman asked about what to name the new town park at the town hall site.  Chairman Fred Thistle asked if the town hall committee would continue working on any new charges that town board would ask them to do.  2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that he felt that the committee would continue.    


A copy of a proposed Ordinance for Fences around Pools was presented to the town board for their consideration.  There was a question whether the residents that have pools would they be grandfathered or would the town require them to put fences around all pools in the town – but not hot tubs.  The town board felt that all pools would be required to put up a fence.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone the proposed Ordinance for Fences around Pools, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


Ordinance on Volunteer Funds for Lodi Fire District and Lodi Ambulance District has not been complete.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the Ordinance on Volunteer Funds for Lodi Fire District and Lodi Ambulance District, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


General Engineering has their attorney reviewing the changes that the town attorney has made in the contract for the new town hall at the present time.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the General Engineering Contract, 2nd Doug Richmond – motion carried.


Chairman Fred Thistle brought up for discussion on what the town board would like on the sign at the New Town Hall (a farm, picture of the old town hall and Rock of Gibraltar) were suggestions.  The town board is to think about what they feel should be on the sign. 


1st Supervisor Alan Treinen is going to get an Ordinance for Manure Pits for next month meeting. 


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi asked about changing of Official Paper for Sauk from the Sauk Prairie Star when they don’t cover our meeting to the Sauk Prairie Eagle.  When the town considered changing the official paper a few years ago the Sauk Eagle was a new newspaper and had to be in business 2 years before they could be the official paper.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the Official Paper to get quotes from both papers (Star & Eagle), 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried. 


3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that the Sauk City Fire Department has purchased a new ladder truck from Texas.  The Sauk Fire Department is also looking into remodeling the present fire station - so there may be an increase in their budget for next year.  They have purchased the land around the fire station from the Village of Sauk City.  


There was an error in improvement assessment for Dick O’Connor – the town clerk has filed a refund of taxes with the Wisconsin Department of Revenue – for a total of $5,005.36 (State $63.04, County $1,521.91, School - $2,502.37, MATC - $429.65 and Town - $489.39).  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to pay Columbia County the $5,005.36 in August, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried. 


Transfer site manager Greg Scott had a heart attack in January and will be off work for a month.  Employee Dale Nelson who was working at the transfer site slipped on ice and hurt his knee – the insurance has been filed.  Employee Dale Nelson has employee to work at the transfer site for this month.


Joan Ryan from the Historical Society asked the town board what they would like in the time capsule.  Joan gave the town board different ideas were suggested at their meeting.  It was suggested that we wait and see how the bid comes in to see how much money we will have to work with for the time capsule.  The town board would like the Historical Society be in charge of the time capsule. 


Barb Birkenbine came before the town board asking to have the speed limit lowered on Chrisler Road because of a retail green house business that she is starting on April 24, 2004.  Her driveway doesn’t have good view of on coming traffic – so she would like the speed limit reduced to 35 miles per hour. Joe Costanza – town engineer explained that to keep the speed limit as is the driveway would have to be moved 400 feet, if the town would lowered the speed limit to 45 mph the driveway would be moved 200 feet.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to lower the speed limit to 35 mph from Van Ness Road to Reynolds Road - no second – motion failed.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to lower the speed limit to 40 mph from Van Ness to Chrisler Road, 2nd by Dean Schwarz - motion carried.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi  to postpone the Preliminary Plat (Darlene Ballweg) Rocky Top as the Planning Commission hasn’t made a final decision until the March Meeting, 2nd  Doug Richmond – motion carried.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the 35 acre CSM for Darlene Ballweg A as the Planning Commission hasn’t made a final decision until the March meeting, 2nd by Dean Schwarz - motion carried.


A request for a revision of Deed Restriction for Don Ertmer at N2151 Lake Drive was presented to the town board for their consideration.  Joe Costanza town engineer stated that he is recommending the approval to remove .12 acres out of wetland reservation to allow Don Ertmer to build a 24x20 garage.  DNR has approval of the removing of the land.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone until the March meeting as there is paper work that need to be done, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


Columbia County has sent a list of Mobile Home for farm labor in the Town of West Point for the town board approval.  The town has approved the mobile homes (Reuben Unke, Neal Schoepp, Jeff Morter, and Gasser Bros) for farm labor at the January 8th, 2004 meeting.  The form was signed by each town board member.  


A request was made to the town board asking to expand the Building Envelope for Paul Marline (Dan Kippley builder) on Van Ness Road.  It was discovered after the foundation was in that it was outside of the building envelope by 6 ft.  Joe Costanza Town Engineer gave the town board different options to consider.  After discussion a motion was made by Doug Richmond to increase the building envelope 10 feet to the North, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


A revised contract for the town engineer from 4% to 10% town share of building permits was presented to the town board for consideration.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to change the town’s share of the building permits to 10%, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


The town clerk Edith Eberle asked the town board if we could finish 1 meal for the election workers at the February 17th election.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to finish 1 meal for each poll worker at the February 17th election, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


The town board needs to audit the town clerks and town treasurers’ books for 2003.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to have each town board member go over the books and report back at the March 11th meeting, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  The town clerk will give the books to Alan Treinen first who will pass the books to Doug Richmond, then Bill Niemi, then Dean Schwarz and then to Fred Thistle


A motion was made by Doug Richmond  to adjourn the town board meeting at 9:40 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi  - motion carried.








Edith Eberle









Town Clerk 
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