TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the town board of the Town of West Point town board will hold their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, March 11, 2004 at 7:30 p.m., at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in three places and the web site.

 
The town board members present were:  Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  Absent was Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor,

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

The minutes from the February 12th, 2004 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the minutes with one correction, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

The Treasurer gave the following report:  General Fund - $291,350.77, Park Fund - $73,487.02, Tree Fund - $10,955.38 and Historical Society Fund - $340.75.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the Treasurer’s report, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  The treasurer and clerk balanced February 2004 with the bank.

Correspondence -  Copy of Lodi Fire Commission minutes,  Managed Forest Law Transfer Order from Areline Mitchell to Thomas Dettman, a copy of everyone (13) in the Town of West Point that land is enrolled in Forest Crop, Letter from Jim Mitchell on Library Funding asking the Town of West Point to donate funds from our operating budget, Email from Joan Ryan that the historical society is working on a time capsule and Deed of Gifts, a letter from town planners to the Town of Lodi on Interim Growth Management Strategies, Letter from Mike Stapleton, Zoning Administrator on changes to Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code, a copy of a letter sent to Town of Roxbury on Highway 12 Preliminary Long Range Alternative – there will be a Technical Advisory Team meeting on Wednesday, March 17, 2004 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. held at Vandewalle & Associates office in Madison, the clerk has filed a Polling Place Accessibility Survey, copy of insurance for Charter Communications, Memo from Mike Stapelton on a lean-to-addition to a garage that didn’t get a zoning permit – town assessor is checking into this and will report back to Mike Stapleton, a February report from Waste Management on recycling materials collected, and the state did a building code check on the enforcement that the Town of West Point does and we were rated 5 – we received information on improving the program.

 
A copy of the bills was given to each town board member for their consideration.  A motion was made Doug Richmond to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Planning Commission Report was given by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond as follows:  February 19th meeting – Joanne Lichte is creating 2 lots each 35 acres and separating the building, worked on Smart Growth – Transitional area; March 4th meeting – approval of Preliminary and Final Plat for Rocky Top (Darlene Ballweg) with the following conditions: 

1. Payment of all fees and expenses incurred by the Town up to and through the time the Town executes the plat,

2.  Execution and recording by developer of all the required documents set forth (Declaration of Joint Access, Driveway and Easement Agreement, and Declaration (restricting 167 acres to Agricultural use)  

also approved the 1 lot (35 acre) CSM for Darlene Ballweg; on the CSM for Joanne Lichte - there is a storm water management plan in effect and the proposed CSM would split the storm water management plan (2 – 35 acre lots and 1-7 acre lot which includes the buildings)  – the planning commission is asking Joanne Lichte not to split the storm water management plan and go back and consider 1-5 acre parcel with rural residential zoning, 1- 5 acre outlot (ag zoned),  1 parcel of 63 acres with one building site on it (deed restricted) , and 7 acres which includes the current buildings. 

Town Hall Committee held a special meeting to review the bids with the exception of the plumbing.

Park Committee has had no meeting – but will be meeting in the future to work on the pavilion – the town park sign is up.  

The contract with General engineering for the new town hall has not been received - a motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the contract for General Engineering, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried. 

Chairman Fred Thistle that he is looking into applying for a grant for a generator at the new town hall – he will bring in information on the grant and other samples of colors etc. at a special town board meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 14, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.  Chairman Fred Thistle also had 2 proposed designs for the town hall sign.  Clerk Edith Eberle has a sample of stained glass window and a quote on kitchen appliances.

A motion was made by Doug Richmond to post pone the Ordinance on Fences around Pools, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  

A contract for Ayers Associates to provide the Town of West Point with the final topographical maps was presented to the town board for consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to sign the contract for Ayers Associates to do the final maps for the Town of West Point, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  

The proposed Ordinance on Volunteer Funds for the Lodi Fire and Ambulance Districts was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The proposed ordinance is like the City of Lodi.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to adopt the Ordinance # 3/11/2004 on Volunteer Funds for the Lodi Fire and Ambulance Districts, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  

The Preliminary and Final Plat for Rocky Top (Darlene Ballweg) was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission approved the plat unanimously.  Discussion on the town naming a private drive.  A motion was made to approve the Preliminary and Final Plat for Rocky Top with the following conditions:


1. Payment of all fees and expenses incurred by the Town up to and through the time the Town executes the plat,

2.  Execution and recording by developer of all the required documents set forth (Declaration of Joint Access, Driveway and Easement Agreement, and Declaration (restricting 167 acres to Agricultural use)  

3. The town will not name a private drive  

2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried. 

 The 35 acres CSM for Darlene Ballweg was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The Planning Commission approved the CSM with 1 person voting against.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the 35 acres CSM for Darlene Ballweg with the following conditions:  


1. Payment of all fees and expenses incurred by the Town up to and through the time the Town executes the CSM,

2.  Execution and recording by developer of all the required documents Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions  

3.  Town Engineer will direct the placement of the driveway

2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.  

1st Supervisor Alan Treinen was to look into an Ordinance for Manure Pits – he found that Columbia County has an Ordinance regulating Manure Pits.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond the no action be taken as Columbia County has an Ordinance in place, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.  

Changing of the Official Paper for Sauk was brought up for discussion.  The town clerk had sent letters to the Sauk Prairie Star and the Sauk Prairie Eagle asking for quotes.  The Sauk Prairie Star (News Publishing) was the only quote that was received.  A motion was made by Bill to have the Sauk Prairie Star (News Publishing) the official paper for the Town of West Point, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  The Lodi Enterprise is also an official newspaper.  

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the time capsule, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried. 

 A revision of a Deed Restriction for Don Ertman at N2151 Lake Drive was presented to the town board for consideration.  Mr. Ertman is asking to build a 24 x 36 storage building in which a portion of that building would be in the deed restriction that the Town of West Point put on the property due to a water problem.   Mr. Ertman stated that he has the more water in his back yard this year since he has moved there – it is 30 feet from the house. The Department of Natural Resources and the town engineer has approved the request.  Mr. Ertman needs to draft a letter and get the neighbors consent to change the deed covenants.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the changing of the deed covenants upon the legal document with neighbors signatures, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  

The town clerk asked the town board to furnish a one meal for the election workers at the April 6th election.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to furnish the one meal at the April election, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  

Town audit of the town clerk and town treasurer’s books had been passed to each town board member to look over.  The town board said the town clerk and town treasurer did a good job.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to accept the town audit of town books and to have 300 copies made of the financial report to be handed out at election and at the annual meeting, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.   

The town chairman Fred Thistle gave the town board members the following estimate from Columbia County Highway to do Slack Road at $46,500.00 and Hillcrest Road at $39,000.00 a total of $85,000.00.  The town budget is $95,000.00.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Columbia County Highway do Slack Road and Hillcrest Road at a cost of $85,000.00 which includes wedging, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  

The Town of West Point has received a letter from Columbia County Planning and Zoning that they are considering changing the emergency fire numbers to white letters on green background because of fading.  There will be a meeting on April 6th to discuss the colors of the fire signs.  Approximately 15 years ago the Town of West Point went with a more expensive reflective sign-back to back-with white letters on red that are not fading.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the town clerk send a letter to Columbia County Planning and Zoning stating why the town doesn’t want to change fire numbers and that they will attend the special meeting on April 6th and would like an agenda sent to them, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  

2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond stated that the Planning Commission has been working on updating the Town of West Point Land Use Plan and the transitional areas along Highway 113, Rausch Road, Rausch Lane and Lake Drive area.  There will be a public hearing on Thursday, April 15, 2004 on the Land Use Plan and transitional areas.  

Drainage on Schoepp Road was brought up for discussion. The three residents that have a shared driveway off Schoepp Road were present.  Shawn Ballweg stated that their driveway is under water because of a culvert/ditch that is being plugged.  Columbia County will be talking to Neal Schoepp to correct this problem.  If Columbia County has to fix the problem 70% of the cost the county will pay and 30% the land owners will pay.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that WI Statue 88.90 is for water problems and how the town is to handle the problem if a resident files a complaint.  If the water gets any higher it could affect Schoepp Road.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to get the opinion of the Town Engineer Joe Costanza on the condition of Schoepp Road due to high water problem, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried. 

 Chairman Fred Thistle stated that there will be a Sauk Prairie School District Municipal Officers Meeting on April 5th, 2004 at 6:30 p.m.  Doug Richmond and Dean Schwarz stated that they would attend the meeting representing the Town of West Point.  

A motion was made to adjourn the town board meeting at 9:30 p.m. by Bill Niemi, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.  

Edith Eberle 

Town ClerkH
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