TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, May 8th, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were:  Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk. Absent was Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.  


The minutes from the April 10th, 2003 meeting had been given to each of the town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the minutes, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried.  


Treasurer’s Report was given by Edith Eberle as follows:  General account $207,978.07, Park Fund as $113,764.47, and Tree Fund $17,465.33.  The treasurer and clerk have balanced April with the Bank Statement.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the treasurer report, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

Correspondence – Dan See – Chairman of the Columbia County Board stated that the County is building a new 192 Bed Jail, Chairman Fred Thistle stated that Dan Benish is considering increasing his cow herd from 200 to 400, a copy of the minutes from the Columbia County Towns Association meeting on March 24, 2003, copy of Columbia County Statistical Report, Forest Tax & Stewardship News letter, Letter for Department of Revenue with Registration Certificate for Withholding, Lodi Fire Commission Minutes from April 9th, 2003, the Clerk has a copy of the Town of West Point outstanding long-term debt ($256,628.79), principal amount to be paid during calendar year 2003 ($64,867.56) and estimate of borrowing during 2003 ($100,000.00 possibly $400,000.00) to Hutchinson, Shockey, Erley & Co. in order to proceed with the County’s borrowing, Letter from Columbia County approving the Variance for Robert and Jill Goeres, Letter from Columbia County approving the Variance for Will Sadek, Columbia County Ag Reporter, DNR Recycling News,  Notice of preceding from Wisconsin Power and Light Co. to change Electric, Natural Gas and Water Rates,  Certificate of Insurance from Charter Communications, Inc., Copy of Sauk Prairie School District School Board Members, Letter from MEI to Lenerz Selwood Plat and Lot 1 Storm water,   a Meeting of Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association Regional Meeting on May 28, 2003 and a letter from M & I  Marshall & Ilsley Bank stating that they were interested in bidding for the new town hall.

A list of bills was given to each town board member for their consideration.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.

2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond gave the following report from the Planning Commission:  April 17, 2003  - 3 CSM for Darlene Ballweg (9 lots), Paul and Diane Abley would like to rezone 9 acres to make 4 lots, Variance for Charles Stampli to enlarge a porch, discussion of selling a 6 acre lot in Woodland Hills; May 1st, 2003 – John Bluemke talked about the Town of West Point having Columbia County do the Smart Growth Plan for a total of $10,000.00 ($2,500.00 each year), Public Hearing on Paul and Diane Abley Rezoning/CSM, Variance for Charles Stampli, and 3 CSM for Darlene Ballweg (2 CSM were withdrawn), No action was taken on Darlene Ballweg CSM, and Paul Abley Rezoning/CSM, Variance for Charles Stampli was approved, and approved to pursue the selling of the lot in Woodland Hills. 

3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that on June 5th, 2003 the equipment would be starting on the Selwood Park.

On Crystal Lake – Bud Styer stated that nothing has been happening, got the approval to cross the Marx property and they have signed agreement.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that Jeff Clark, attorney is drafting an agreement with the Town of Roxbury and Town of West Point.

Manke are parking a boat hoist on the public access – Chairman Fred Thistle to talk to owner.  1st Supervisor Alan Trienen asked the town board to consider bidding snow plowing.

4th Supervisor Dean Schwarz gave each town board member a copy of the following report on the Webb Page:  there were 4 candidates who had provided quotes to the committee after telephone conservations with each bidder the committee requested further clarification of their quotes and where asked to resubmit the quote on a standardized format that the committee had designed.  There were several new candidates were referred to the Committee by the Columbia County Website.  All the new candidates were again asked to submit a standardized quote.  A total of 5 candidates were reviewed for Design, Creativity and Functionality.  The lowest quote price and lowest hourly rate were also considerations. The webb site committee is recommended Mucciolo Enterprises to the town board.  Mucciolo Enterprises initial site design was $500.00, Maintenance and Updates was $25.00 per hour and Training was $25.00 per hour.  After discussion a motion was made by Dean Schwarz to approve Mucciolo Enterprises to do the Webb Site for the Town of West Point, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  The town clerk to sent a letter to Mucciolo Enterprises and asks him to come to the next town board meeting.

Richard O’Connor and 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond gave the following report on the New Town Hall:  General Engineering (Kent Fish) presented 3 options as follows:  #1  Building Design which include Plans for building, plumbing, heating, electrical and state submittal fee, doing specifications for bidding and bid coordination for a cost of $24,800 plus expenses; #2 Construction Coordination - $20,000.00 plus expenses; #3 Design Build – a cost of 15% of Construction Costs.  General Engineering also did 2 proposals of approximate cost of building #1 was $440,000.00 (all brick), $90.84 per sq ft. #2 was $361,000.00 (brick front) $76.12 per sq ft.  The other company was Ramaker their quote was for Site Utility Plan, Well, Septic, 3 meeting at a cost of $1,420.00.   Each mechanical contractor would do the specifications and submit to the state.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to post pone the decision until the June 12th meeting to allow each town board member time to review the 2 bid proposals, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Building Site for new town hall  - 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond and Dick O’Connor reviewed each of the following:  site 1 present site by 1 ½ acres for $2,000.00 per acre, site 2 can purchase 7 to 8 acres at a cost of $2,000.00 to $4,000.00 per acre – owner would like the option to rezone the rest of parcel to residential, site 3 can purchase 7 to 8 acres at a cost of $6,000.00 per acre – owner would like the option to rezone the rest of parcel to residential.  Dick O’Connor got a cost estimate from Prairie Plumbing for site 2 to get the parking lot and building site ready to build at a cost of $28,000.00 to $29,000.00 and site 3 to get the parking lot and building site ready to build at a cost of $32,500.00.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to get firm numbers on all 3 lots and continue to negotiate 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

1st Supervisor Alan Treinen state the line fence is done at the Transfer Site.  Chuck Zeman did a First Class Job. 

A letter from MEI on the bids for Town Road Mowing as follows:  there were 2 bidders:  Robert Davis - $15,499.60, Sauk County Realty - $17,920.00.  The Town of Roxbury submitted a sealed estimate of $16,000.00 and Columbia County Highway Department submitted hour rates for equipment and labor at an estimated cost of $22,000.00.  Joe Costanza recommended that the town board accept the lowest bidder (Robert Davis). After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept Robert Davis bid of $15,499.60 for a one-year contract a total of 3 mowings, 2nd by   Doug Richmond – motion carried.  2nd Supervisor Alan Treinen abstained from voting on the Town Road Mowing bid.

Chairman Fred Thistle stated that he had no appointment for the Sauk Fire Department yet.  Chairman Fred Thistle appointed the following people to the Historical Society:  1 year – Della Ryan, Charleen Richmond and Chris Ryan, 2 year – Carol Troestler, Mary Ann Johnson and Patti Gottschall Schuknecht, 3 year – Joan Ryan, Karon Hamilton and Ed Jacobsen.

The town board would like to investigate to see when the topographic mapping and the digital orthophotography maps that are being done by Ayers Associates.  The Cost of these maps is $8,125.00.  The contract was signed on and mailed on April 11, 2003.  The clerk will call Ayers Associates to see an approximate date the maps will be finished.

Joan Ryan from the West Point Historical Commission stated that they worked very hard and completed 2 folders for the History Fair in Sauk City.  West Point had a good showing.  Harry Hanks brought a copy of a map of Columbia County in 1900 and showed it to the town board – he would like to sell the map.

A new sign needs to be put up for Richmond Memorial Park – Rocks of Gibraltar as the present sign is not right.  Chairman Fred Thistle will contact Kurt Dey about having a new sign put up.

A variance application from Charles Stampfli was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The reason for the variance is due to the neighbors fire – Mr. Stampfli porch was damaged and would like to put up a new foundation and porch within 110 feet of State Highway 188.  The planning commission has approved the variance.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the variance request for Charles Stampfli, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  

The town board discussed of selling the lot in Woodland Hills Subdivision.  At the April Annual Meeting the residents gave permission to sell the town lot.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that he had talked to Attorney Jeff Clark and soil testing will need to be done.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to sell the 5.89 acres (Outlot 2) in Woodland Hills Subdivision, 2nd by Alan Treinen – motion carried.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated the Attorney Clark will be selling the property.

John Bluemke from Columbia County Planning & Zoning had presented the Town of West Point with a proposal to help do a Comprehensive Plan (Smart Growth) at a cost of $10,000.00 ($2,500.00 per year).  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone the proposal from Columbia County until a joint special town board meeting, smart growth committee and plan commission will meet on May 15, 2003, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried. 

Curt Diehl (J&M Displays) came before the town board asking permission to have the VFW Firework on July 5th (rain date July 6th).  Curt also presented the town board with permission to access property signed from adjacent landowners.  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen grant permission to shoot off the Fireworks for the VFW on July 5th – need to give the town a copy of proof of insurance, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Dave Carlson came before the town board asking permission to have Fireworks at Crystal Lake Campground on June 7th.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to grant permission to shoot Fireworks off at Crystal Lake Campground on June 7th – need proof of insurance and copy of license, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

A representative from the Madison Ski Team came before the town board asking permission to allow the ski team to practice pyramids and barefoot skiing one night a week on Crystal Lake from 6 to 8:30 p.m. from June 1st to August 10th.  They would be using the public boat ramp (Dane County) – the center of the lake only not near Crystal Lake Campground or Schoepps Cottonwood Resort.   After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to take no action as they would be using Dane County boat ramp etc – they need to contact Town of Roxbury, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.

An amendment to the Erosion Control and Storm Water runoff Ordinance No. 8-5-93 was presented to the town board for their consideration.  The amendment would direct developers to use rain gardens.  The Plan Commission has approved the amendment to the Erosion Control and Storm Water runoff Ordinance No. 8-5-93.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to approve the amendment to the Erosion Control and Storm Water runoff Ordinance No. 5-8-03, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Harry Hanks showed the town board a copy of a 1900 Columbia County Map.  Mr. Hanks would like to sell the map.

A motion was made by Alan Treinen to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m. 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.

Edith Eberle,






Town Clerk 
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