TOWN OF WEST POINT


Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the West Point town hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star and posted in three places and on the web site.


Pledge of Allegiance was said.


The town board members present were: Fred Thistle-Chairperson, Alan Treinen-1st Supervisor, Doug Richmond-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Dean Schwarz-4th Supervisor.  Also present was Edith Eberle-Town Clerk and Joan Bader-Town Treasurer.


The minutes from the October 9th, 2003 meeting had been given to each of town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


The minutes from the November 5, 2003 Joint meeting with City of Lodi, Town of Lodi and Town of West Point had been given to each town board members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


The town clerk read the minutes from the special town board meeting on November 5, 2003.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


The Treasurer gave the following report:  General Fund - $66,580.51, Park Fund - $73,898.00, Tree Fund - $17,527.02 and Historical Society Fund - $80.75.  The Town Clerk and Town Treasurer have reconciled October with the bank.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried. 


Correspondence – Sauk Prairie Area Historical Society requesting a annual contribution, Letter from MEI to Mr. Rosa on not getting a building permit, a survey for comprehensive planning, letter from WI Towns Association requesting towns to call legislators on 4 different bills, meeting on November 20 to LRIP funds, Ayres and associates on Orthophotography and Topographic Mapping for area one - $10,400.00 and area two - $11,050.00, September report from Waste Management on recyclables and non recyclables, letter from Commissioners of Public Lands with final approval of the $400,00.00 for a new town hall, WisDOT Connector newsletter, an invitation to Columbia County Business and Manufacturer of the Year Awards Ceremony, Newsletter on Chronic Wasting Disease, Comprehensive Approach to Land Use Planning in Wisconsin seminar, copy of a letter to Mr. Bartkowski from Jeff Clark, an invitation to attend the WI Town Association County unit meeting, summary report on the 10 year Transmission System Assessment, Final estimate of population for 2003 is 1,684 with 1,280 voting a age, a seminar on right of way issues for local highway and street projects, and Fire Inspection Report for the Town Hall. 


The copy of the bills was presented to the town board for approval.  A motion was made by Doug Richmond to pay the bills presented, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


Citizens Input – Joan Ryan from the Historical Society thanked the town board for putting money in the 2004 budget.  Doug Richmond stated that another building permit was issued for a swimming pool the question of fence around pools – will be on December agenda. 


Planning Commission Report was given by 2nd Supervisor Doug Richmond as follows:  October 16th meeting a variance for Cedar Ridge Construction for a variance on Highway 188 for house, November 6th meeting – public hearing for CSM for Kathy Ballweg and Cedar Ridge Construction, the CSM for Kathy Ballweg would create two lots, one dividing current house from the farm and one new lot – the following items need to be met 1. Deed restrict a minimum of 80acres 2. Wavier access be approve, 3. Rural residential zoning be requested 4. Upon approval by town engineer of a shared driveway requirements.  Cy Dombeck would like to put in 8 lot subdivision – no town road – needs to have a town road, Richard and Sue Ballweg on Theresa Lane came before the planning commission with a condo plan of  4 homes – to subdivide lot it would require a town road,     


Town Hall Committee report will be given later in the meeting.


Bill Niemi gave the following report of the Park Committee - has color samples for a shelter house a cost of approximately $20,000.00.  Bill will give to park committee to discuss.  Chairman Fred Thistle gave a proposal of a sign for Selwood Park to pass on to the park committee for their consideration.


Wayne Schutte from DNR came before the town board to discuss the littering/parking on the south end of Golf Road.  Mr. Schutte gave the following report: DNR doesn’t want to post the road for no parking, and the wardens do check on the area periodically. The neighbors on Golf Road are concerned with what is happening on their property – not DNR property.  Mr. Schutte stated that the neighbors could post their land with NO TRESPASSING signs.  Dick O’Connor gave his concern on what is happening on the land by people camping and not taking garbage etc. with them.  Mr. Schutte will tell the DNR personnel at Poynette about the problems and to ask them to keep watch on the area.  Dick O’Connor asked to have signs put up stating daylight hours only. A motion was made by Bill Niemi to post Golf Road with PARKING signs during daylight hours only between signs, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  Wayne Schutte stated the he is retiring next year and we should contact Steve Colden, Lower Wisconsin River way Manager from Dodgeville will be the person to contact.


Dan See from Columbia County Board Chairman talked about Libraries receiving cross borders payment in Sauk City and Prairie du Sac.  There is a fee for using a library out of Columbia County.  Dan See stated that people are being taxed through property taxes.  $396,896.00 Columbia County is paying to Libraries in Columbia County.  Dan See explained the different cuts have been made in the County included the cutting of staff and/or decreasing hours of staff. The following are some of the short falls that Columbia County is having to face:  1.the county enacted in 1992 a ½% sales tax - then in 1993 that state froze the tax levy at the 1992 level, and 2.the jail is overcrowded – needs a new jail.  The county has financial problems. 


Cedar Ridge Construction came before the town board asking for a highway setback variance for Patricia Logan Anderson.  A variance is needed because the single-family house (48 x 26) would be 67 ½ feet from the road. A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to approve the highway setback variance for Patricia Logan Anderson, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.  


Charles Brown a resident on Reynolds Road stated that there have been 5 accidents on the corner near his house since he has moved there.  Also the curve by Jim Ballweg farm on the corner of Reynolds and Chrisler Road is a deceiving corner and people also have trouble with that corner. A motion was made by Alan Treinen to postpone the speed limit on Reynolds road until December meeting, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


Dick O’Connor explained that the site plan for the new town hall was not in the original plan.  Therefore he asked 4 people asked to bid on the site plan – 1 no response, 1 topography map only, 1 – only part of the site plan, the other 1 General Engineer a total site plan of $6,500.00.  The town hall committee recommends to the town board to accept the total site plan from General Engineering.  A summary of work, and flooring layout was explained.  The following time line was presented:  Contracts go out in January, 2004, Bids opened February 2004, Start Date of around April 20, 2004, Substantial Completion of August 13, 2004 and Final Completion of September 17, 2004.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept General Engineering bid to do the site plan, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.    


Crystal Lake Water Levels - Clerk Edith Eberle stated that there will be no special assessment on the tax roll this year – as there was a time line that could not be met by a public hearing on the budget – the lake district will be borrowing money and a special assessment will be on next year tax roll.


Selling the lot in Woodland Hills was brought up to the town board for their consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Doug Richmond gather information and bring back to the town board in December, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


Chairman Fred Thistle read a Resolution for Comprehensive Plan for the town board consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt the Resolution #11/13/03, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


An amendment to the Old EMS Building Contract was presented for the town board consideration the amendment is Tenant is defined as “Lodi Shell, Inc. not Daniel Dolson.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to sign the Amendment to the Old EMS Building Contract, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – motion carried.


The attorney is revising the contract from General Engineering for the New Town Hall.


 Emergency Vehicle Access on Private Drive was brought up for discussion.  The Fire Chiefs had brought up the safety issue at the October meeting.  Dean Schwarz stated that he has contacted his neighbors and they will be looking at their road later this week.  After discussion – a motion was made by Doug Richmond to postpone until December 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


The revised Deed of Gift Certificate for the Historical Society was presented to the town board for their consideration.  A motion was made by Alan Treinen to adopt the Deed of Gift Certificate, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


An operator license for Lisa Krueger from Sunset Harbor was presented to the town board of their consideration.  A copy of the certificate from of Beverage Server Training accompanied the application. A motion was made by Alan Treinen to approve the operator license for Lisa Krueger, 2nd by Doug Richmond – motion carried.


Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the culvert on East Harmon Road is done, and ditching on Greimel is done.


Chairman Fred Thistle stated that there are items being stored on the town’s lake access on Blackhawk Drive.  The town attorney will write a letter to the neighbor to remove the items from the town’s access.


A letter from the Town Engineer recommending that the Town of West Point reduce the financial guarantee to 15% of the original amount or $6,375.00 for Ron Zeman (Trails End).  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to reduce the financial guarantee to $6,375.00 for Ron Zeman, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.


A letter from the Town Engineer recommending that the Town of West Point reduce the financial guarantee to 15% of the original amount or $15,919.50 for Tom and Nancy Bannan (Sandhill Ridge).  After discussion a motion was made by Alan Treinen to reduce the financial guarantee to $15,919.50 for Tom and Nancy Bannan, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried. 



A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 10:27 p.m. by Alan Treinen, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.







Edith Eberle







Town Clerk 
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