TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, April 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site. 

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman at 7:00 p.m.  The town board members present were: Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, and Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor, Matt Zeman-4th Supervisor. Also present were Edith K. Eberle-Town Clerk and Lonna Zeman-Town Treasurer. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the agenda as presented, and to move agenda items #18 and #11 when the Town Engineer when he arrives, 2nd by  John Miller -  motion carried unanimously. 

Citizen Input:  None.

Copies of the March 8, 2012 meeting were emailed to each town board member prior to the meeting for their review. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve the March 8, 2012 minutes as presented, 2nd by John Miller -  motion carried.  Matt Zeman abstained.

Town Treasurer, Lonna Zeman had prepared the following report: General Fund as of March 31, 2012 - $255,680.21; Park Fund $3,273.25 ($89.78 in separate account in Quick Books and $3,183.47 is in a six month CD Park Fund at the Bank of Prairie du Sac); Historical Society is $2,101.43 and Savannah Tree is $2,103.19 which is a 1 year CD.  The Town Clerk and Town Treasurer balanced the bank accounts for the month of March.  

The bills were reviewed by each town board member prior to the town board meeting.  A copy of the bills, deposits, budget for 2012 were given to each town board member for their information.  Town Clerk has made two checks out after the report was given to Town Board members for Lodi Area Fire Department and Garden Bluff Cemetery.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills as presented including the Lodi Area Fire Department and Garden Bluff Cemetery, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously. 

Correspondence – Boy Scouts of America Distinguished Citizen Dinner; a list from Department of Natural Resources on Forest Tax Law Master File for 2012; a letter from Department of Natural Resources on the appraisal for the Donald Horton Property for the Ice Age Trail of $176,000.00 (land-20 acres at $8,800.00); Town of West Point has received the recorded Declaration of Covenants, Restrictions and Conditions for Tom and Nancy Bannan; Notice from MATC that the appointment committee will meet on April 30, 2012; Letter from Strander’s Sanitary Service on regular maintenance of septic tanks; Phamphlet from DOT Crossroads; Letter from Columbia County Planning and Zoning approving a variance for Lot 1 of the Certified Survey Map to have no frontage on a public road; Invitation to Sauk Prairie Riverway Community Report Breakfast; Letter from Ice Age Trail have elected to pay the Town of West Point their portion of 2012 property taxes in the amount of $680.00 for snow plowing of Slack Road, Gibraltar parking area, use of the Town Hall);  Letter from American Transmission Company are proposing the Badger Coulee Transmission Line Project, an approximately 150 to 170 mile, 345,000 volt line from north of LaCrosse area to northern Dane County will hold open houses in the future.  There are no preliminary routes identified in the Town of West Point at this phase of the project, but along the Interstate. Letter has been received from Department of Natural Resource concerning Okee Boat Landing.; and the Town of West Point has received copies of Columbia County Title 16 and the new floodplain zoning code.
2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross reported that the Town of West Point will host the July 30th Sauk School and municipalities meeting.

A variance request from Karen Dean – Tax Parcel #741.2 at N2495 State Road 188, Lodi, WI 53555 was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  The variance needed is to Columbia County Zoning Ordinance, Section 16-1-19(a)(1) Highway Setback.  2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross stated that the Plan Commission recommended approval by a vote of 5-0.  There was a question on who should be snow plowing that small portion of their driveway.  Chairman Dean Schwarz will check on who has been snow plowing that section  should be Columbia County Highway or the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to recommend to Columbia County Planning and Zoning approval of the variance for highway setback for Karen Dean, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.
Consider having an Ordinance for Silica Sand Mining was presented to the Town Board for consideration.  Marian Kiggens presented the Town Board with some concerns of Frac Mining as it causes health problems. She would like Columbia County to consider doing a Silica Sand Mining Ordinance. The Town Attorney Jeff Clark is drafting a Silica Sand Mining Ordinance for the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to Postpone Ordinance for Silica Sand Mining, 2nd by Matt Zeman - – motion carried unanimously.

A proposal for Building Inspection Services was received from MSA for the Town Board to consider.  Chuck Bongard explained that MSA proposal is different than how MEI did the fees.  MEI did it by so much a square foot of which 10% went to the Town of West Point.  MSA proposal is time and materials compensation structure allows flexibility for the Town of West Point.  Permit fees would be calculated by MSA at the time of issuance based on the number of inspections required for the proposed construction.  An additional percentage would be added to the permit fee to cover the Town’s administrative needs as determined by the Board.  MSA would invoice the Town on a monthly basis along with detailed invoices for each task performed.  The proposed contract is for approximate February 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012.  A motion was made by John Miller to approve MSA contract as proposed and relook at the contract by the first of the year, 2nd by Matt Zeman.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi had a question on the project manager – Chuck Bongard stated that there would be very little billing for the project manager and would only be used if needed.  The motion was carried unanimously.   
A motion was made by Bill Niemi to put on the May Town Board meeting to review the UDC codes, 2nd by Matt Zeman - – motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone action on fund raising for Park Shelter at Ryan Park, 2nd by John Miller - – motion carried unanimously.

Town Treasurer Lonna Zeman stated that she had met with Steve Ploetz from the Bank of Prairie du Sac on reducing the interest rate on our loans that the Town has with the Board of Commissioners.  Lonna Zeman stated that there would be a saving ($7,000.00) to the Town of West Point to go with the Bank of Prairie du Sac on the loan on Town roads which is at 4.50% to reduce to 3.50%.  The Town Board had discussion on possibly bundling all of the Town loans.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the Town Treasurer meet with the Bank of Prairie du Sac and do a financial analysis with possible bundling, 2nd by Matt Zeman - – motion carried unanimously.

It was presented to the Town Board the money in lieu of taxes for the 2-20 acres of the Horton property.  The question is money in lieu of taxes that the DNR share would go to with Columbia County and Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to check on the money in lieu of taxes for the Horton property, 2nd by Matt Zeman - – motion carried unanimously.

Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping was brought up to the Town Board for discussion.  Kevin Kessler stated that he had attended a meeting at the Town of Roxbury on April 10, 2012 and that the project is dead in the water.  Pumping out of a well was a bad idea.  The Lake District is withholding money from the Engineer that suggested that the well would work.  The Lower Wisconsin River Way stated the ground water discharge is ok but not surface water. Gordon Carncross stated that he feels they need to hire a hydrologist to review the situation.  They will be setting up a meeting with DNR in the near future.
An Operator License application has been received from Julina L. Wallace for Crystal Lake RV Resort for the Town Board consideration.  Julina L. Wallace has taken the Alcohol Awareness Class.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to grant an Operator License to Julina L. Wallace at Crystal Lake RV Resort, 2nd by  Bill Niemi - – motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi not to do highway matching funds with Columbia County Highway, 2nd by Matt Zeman - – motion carried unanimously.

Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer presented the Town Board members copies of 2012 maintenance options as follows:

Crack Filling:
  Reynolds Road - $8,000.00; Lake Drive - $2,400.00; Morter Road - $2,300.00; Chrislaw Road (East Segment) - $2,000.00;  Barta Road (North End) - $1,600.00;  Pulvermacher Road - $3,500.00; Schneller Road - $500.00; Yngsdal Road - $500.00; and Steckelberg Drive - $1,000.00.

Seal Coating:  Pulvermacher Road (North End) - $2,400.00; Barta Road (North End) - $2,400.00; Chrislaw Road(East End) - $4,220.00;  Vista View - $4,450.00; - Steckelberg Drive - $4,370.00; Yngsdal Road - $2,330.00 and Schneller Road - $2,30.00.

After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to do the above named road for crack filling with the exception of Reynolds Road and to do the above named road for seal coating with the exception of Chrislaw Road (East End) and Morter Road, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.

Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer presented the Town Board members copies of 2012 reconstruction options as follows:  

Van Ness Road (Chrisler Road to O’Connor Road) 9600’.   Pulverize, add reground asphalt and double seal - $202,000.00 OR Pulverize, add base course and hot mix pave - $318,000.00

Pleasant View Drive (from STH 188 to Pleasant View Circle) includes intersection raise at Blackhawk Circle. - $65,000.00

Schoepp Road Culvert and Road Repair - $10,000.00

Chuck Bongard also stated that some roads need to have shouldering done to save the edge of the roads.


The Town Board discussed the town budget is ($121,000.00) for reconstruction.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to table all of the Towns budget $121,000.00 until 2013 and do no reconstruction in 2012; 2nd by John Miller – yes 2; no 3 – motion failed.

A motion was made by John Miller to postpone action on reconstruction of roads, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  Matt Zeman voted no.
Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that at a Wisconsin Towns Association meeting that he attended, it was stated that towns could vacate single purpose roads.  Chairman Dean Schwarz is recommending the following roads:  Boehmer, Price, Hanneman and Greimel with a total of 1.33 miles.  After discussion a motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on single purpose roads to have the advice of the Town Attorney Jeff Clark and there will be a public hearing on the vacation, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.






A copy of a proposed Resolution to adopt Columbia County Comprehensive Zoning had been to each Town Board member for their information.  Kevin Kessler had made changes to the resolution and it was sent to Attorney Jeff Clark for his review.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone action on Resolution to adopt Columbia County Comprehensive Zoning, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Dean Schwarz reported that the Outdoor Open Space Committee will be working on the Mother’s Day run.  If anyone is interested in helping please contact Dean Schwarz.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to use the funds that the Outdoor Open Space Committee will get from the Mother’s Day run to purchase a bike rack at Ryan Park, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.
Reports were given as follows:
· Park Committee – Bill Neimi stated that they have not met – will be meeting soon
· Lodi Fire Commission – Kevin Kessler stated that the next meeting on Monday, April 16th, 2012 there will be discussion on hiring a fire inspection service

· Sauk Fire Board – Bill Niemi stated they will meet next month – they have hired one person for $6,000.00 per year to do fire inspections

· Plan Commission – Gordon Carncross reported on the  March 15,  2012  and April 5th, 2012 meetings

· Sauk Prairie Ambulance – John Miller reported on March 21, 2012 meeting

·  Transfer Site – Matt Zeman had asked the Town Engineer Chuck Bongard if the Town of West Point could use pea gravel on Transfer Site road and it would be ok to use on the road. The compost pile is gone thanks to Fourth Generation (Miller’s).
· Lodi EMS – No report

· Columbia County – Kevin Kessler stated that he has been to an introductory meeting and will be appointed to a committee soon.
· Outdoor Open Space Committee – Next  meeting on April 23, 2012

The next town board meeting will be on Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  On the agenda is:  Reports, Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping; Town Roads; Ordinance for Silica Sand Mining; Ordinance for Public Hearing Notices; Vacating Single Purpose Roads (Boehmer, Price, Hanneman and Greimel) Fund Raising for Park Shelter; Town Loans; UDC Codes; and any other business that may legally be brought before the Town Board.

A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the April 12, 2012 town board meeting at 9:25 p.m., 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted By

Edith Kay Eberle, Town Clerk
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