
TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, August 9, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.  

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman at 7:00 p.m.  The town board members present were: Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Matt Zeman-4th Supervisor.  Also present were Edith K. Eberle-Town Clerk and Lonna Zeman-Town Treasurer. 


The Pledge of Allegiance was said.


Citizen Input:  Kevin Kessler asked to talk on agenda items #10, #11, #12, #13; and Mike Greimel, Richard and Diane Campbell, Joe and Marjorie Boehmer asked to talk on agenda item 23.
Copies of the July 12, 2012 meeting were emailed to each town board member prior to the meeting for their review. A motion was made by Matt Zeman to approve the July 12, 2012 minutes with grammatical corrections, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried unanimously.


Treasurer Lonna Zeman had prepared the following report: General Fund as of July 31, 2012 - $190,065.68; Park Fund $3,281.19 ($89.78 in separate account in Quick Books and $3,191.41is in a six month CD Park Fund at the Bank of Prairie du Sac); Historical Society is $2,503.81; and Savannah Tree is $2,124.28 it was converted to a 1 year CD.  The Town Treasurer and Town Clerk balanced the bank accounts for the month of July.  


Correspondence – Letter from MSA concerning Ferry Landing Park Grant Application; Statement of Equalized Values by Class and Item; a Letter to Property Owners delinquent of 2008 property taxes; Letter from Nancy Roark; and letter from Excelsior Group (civil engineer and land surveying).  It was stated that Robert Davis needs to have a flashing light on his tractor when mowing road sides.  

There was a question on stray animals and calling the humane society.  All Town Board members are humane officers and can call the Columbia County Humane Society to have them pick up stray animals.  


The bills were reviewed by each town board member prior to the town board meeting.  A copy of the bills, deposits, budget for 2012 were given to each town board member for their information.    A motion was made by John Miller  to pay the bills as presented , 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  

A Variance Application request has been received from Ron and Barbara Paar, who would like to build a cottage at N2461 State Highway 188, Lodi, WI 53555 – Tax Parcel #733. The property is located in Section 11, Town 10N – Range 7E.  The Variances requested are to Section 16-1-19(a) (1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and 16-5-32(c) Substandard Lot of Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  The Plan Commission is recommending to the Town Board to act upon the variance request contingent upon the Plan Commission supporting the action of the Town Board at their September 6, 2012 meeting.  Columbia County Board of Adjustments held the public hearing on August 8, 2012 but delayed action until the September 12, 2012 meeting.  The Paar’s would like to demolish the present buildings (1,155 sq. feet) and build a new residence (1,194 sq. feet).  The new plans would include removing the boat house, a 4x4 building and deck.  The finished height of the structure will be 31.6 feet. Gordon Carncross explained the reason for the Town Board is acting prior to a recommendation from the Plan Commission.  Columbia County states that there is a hardship as without a variance no dwelling can be built on the property.  The Paar’s need to implement stormwater management practices to minimize the potential for adverse impact to the adjacent property because of the increase of impervious surface.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to recommend to Columbia County Board of Adjustments approval of the requested variances (Section 16-1-19(a)(1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and 16-5-32(c) Substandard Lot of Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance), contingent upon the Plan Commission acts in favor of  the variances, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.


Resolution #8/9/2012-A to extend time to disapprove the petition for Zoning Amendment in the Town of West Point were presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  This Resolution pursuant to WI Statues 59.69(5) (e) 3m, the time for disapproving any petition to amend the Title 16 Chapter 100 of Columbia County Code of Ordinances is extended for 20 days to the thirtieth day after the public hearing is held by Columbia County.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adopt Resolution #8/9/2012-A to extend time to disapprove petition for Zoning Amendment in the Town of West Point, 2nd by Bill Niemi – a roll call vote was a follows:  John Miller – yes; Gordon Carncross – yes; Bill Niemi – yes; Matt Zeman – yes - motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #8/9/2012 B to Request Review of Variance in the Town of West Point were presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  This resolution allows the Town of West Point to request that Columbia County not schedule a public hearing for a variance for up to 60 days after the appropriate information is mailed to the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt Resolution #8/9/2012 B which requests the opportunity to review all variances to Title 16 Chapter 100 located in the Town of West Point in accordance with the 60 day procedure in Section 16-150-040 D. 7 of the Columbia County Zoning Ordinance, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – a roll call vote was as follows: John Miller – yes; Gordon Carncross – yes; Bill Niemi – yes; Matt Zeman – yes - motion carried unanimously.


Ordinance No. 8/9/2012 amending Chapter 12 – Roads and Driveways and Chapter 4 – Ordinance Violations – of the Town of West Point’s Code of Ordinances was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  Gordon Carncross stated that the Plan Commission is recommending approval of the proposed Ordinance changes.  There was discussion. A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt Ordinance No. 8/9/2012 amending Chapter 12 – Roads and Driveways and Chapter 4 – Ordinance Violations – of the Town of West Point’s Code of Ordinances, 2nd by John Miller – motion was carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 08/09/2012-A amending Chapter 3 – Boards and Committees – of the Town of West Point’s Code of Ordinances as presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  Gordon Carncross stated that the Plan Commission is recommending approval of the proposed Ordinance changes.  This ordinance changes are:  within five days of filing with Columbia County the applicant shall also file with the Town of West Point; and Section 3.38(C)(3) amend timeline from 10 to 5 days for public hearings.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adopt Ordinance No. 08/09/2012-A amending Chapter 3 – Boards and Committees – of the Town of West Point’s Code of Ordinances, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried unanimously. 

Money In Lieu of Taxes to be budgeted for maintenance and projects designated by the Outdoor Open Space Natural Area committee was brought up to the Town Board for discussion.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that there is a MOU with DNR that the money is to be used for improvements, inspections, management and develop of the 92.4 acres added to Gibraltar Park.  The remaining PILT money will be listed in the Town of West Point budget as a line item Outdoor Open Space and Natural Area and can be used for a handicap pier and the purchase of a bike rack ($350.00) at Ryan Park.  A motion was made Matt Zeman to put the annual PILT money ( currently is $1,933.37) in the Town budgets starting in 2013 for Outdoor Open Space Natural Area projects with Town Board approval, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

A Ryan Park Management Agreement between the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley and the Town of West Point was presented to Town Board for their consideration.  The agreement is for the natural area at Ryan Park. The Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley will manage and maintain the ecological values of the property.  In the agreement each party is solely responsible for the actions and/or omissions of its own employees and volunteers.  There is nothing in the agreement that shall be construed as imposing any additional liability on the Town of West Point for the acts or omissions of the employees or volunteers of the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to sign the management agreement between the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley and the Town of West Point, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on memorial account for donations to the Town of West Point, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Matt Zeman to put brushing out for bids as the current contact with Robert Davis expires December 31, 2012, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on UDC Code, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.


The Town of West Point has received a map showing 25 buildings/areas that do not have fire numbers.  Some of the sites are hunting shacks, boat landings, gravel pits, and cemetery.  There is a question on who will pick up the cost ($50.00) for each sign and post. The county needs to have a policy and ordinance done for the emergency fire numbers.  John Bluemke, Columbia County Planning and Zoning will work with Pat Beghin, Columbia County Emergency Management and report back to the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on the missing emergency fire numbers, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.

Donations for the Park Shelter on an interest free loan were brought up to the Town Board for consideration.  Bill Niemi showed drawings of proposed park shelter that Curtis Ryan had prepared.  Bill Niemi will be contacting Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer for plans that MSA has with costs etc.  There was discussion on a timeline to make payments to Marcel Kjorlie on repayment of the loan and to have Marcel Kjorlie write the checks as the bills come in for the Park Shelter.  The proposed cost is $40,000.00 for a 40x60 shelter.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to have the Town Attorney draft up a loan agreement for Marcel Kjorlie with financial  payment schedule, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried unanimously.  

Chairman Dean Schwarz is recommending the appointment of Joan Ryan to the West Point Area Historical Commission for the Town Board consideration.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to approve the appointment of Joan Ryan to the West Point Area Historical Commission, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Dean Schwarz is recommending the appointment of Kris Lehman to the West Point Area Historical Commission for the Town Board consideration.  A motion was made by John Miller to approve the appointment of Kris Lehman to the West Point Area Historical Commission, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.


Resolution #8/9/2012 to Support of Economic Development through the Development of Biking and Hiking Trails was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  This resolution supports Route 30 US Bicycle Route from Reedsburg to Middleton.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt Resolution #8/9/12 in support of Economic Development through the Development of Biking and Hiking Trails, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.


Vacating Boehmer, Hanneman, Greimel and Price Roads was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  Hanneman Road cannot be vacated as it would land lock adjacent property owners.  Chairman Dean Schwarz has a verbal quote from Bill Wenzel, surveyor to do a survey of each intersection for $500.00 for a total cost of $1,500.00.  Town residents present were:  Mike Greimel representing Greimel Road; Richard and Diane Campbell representing Price Road; and Joe and Marjorie Neumaier representing Boehmer Road.  Each person asked questions and concerns to the Town Board why they were considering vacating the roads.  After discussion a motion was made by Bill Niemi to have Bill Wenzel do the survey for a cost of $500.00 for Boehmer, Greimel and Price roads, not to exceed $1,500.00, 2nd by Matt Zeman – yes - John Miller, Bill Niemi, Matt Zeman and Dean Schwarz, no – Gordon Carncross – motion carried.


Culverts on State Highway 188 and Chrislaw Road were brought up to the Town Board for discussion.  Dean Schwarz stated Town Engineer Chuck Bongard has asked Bill Statz, from Columbia County Highway for an estimate of the cost for putting in the two culverts.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to get a quote from 2 other vendors for the two culverts, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.  Bill Niemi will contact Chuck Bongard on getting quotes from the other two vendors.  


Dean Schwarz stated that the resurfacing of Pleasant View Park will be done after Labor Day – and be finished before the end of September.


Town Park Committee – not met
Lodi Fire Commission – not met
      Sauk Fire District – not meeting

Plan Commission – Gordon Carncross reported on the August 2, 2012 meeting

Sauk EMS Committee – not met – will have officers meeting soon

Transfer Site Report – Matt Zeman reported no issues – cannot take any more brush until the Fire Band is lifted – John Miller stated that he would clean up the compost pile

 Lodi EMS Committee – no report

Outdoor Open Space Committee – Dean Schwarz reported on the July 16, 2012 meeting

Columbia County Report – not met
Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping – Dean Schwarz reported on the August 7, 2012 meeting – the lake district did apply for a one year extension of the $400,000.00 grant.
The next town board meeting will be on Thursday, September 13, 2012 on the agenda is: Mowing; Brushing; Snowplowing; Review UDC Code; Review map on missing Fire Numbers; Donation for Park Shelter on Interest Free Loan Agreement; Town Roads (Vacating Boehmer, Greimel Price); Culverts on State Highway 188 and Chrislaw Road; Memorial Account for Donations to the Town of West Point; Reports and any other business that may legally brought before the Town Board.

A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the August 9, 2012 town board meeting at 9:30 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted By

Edith Kay Eberle




Town Clerk
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