TOWN OF WEST POINT
Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site. 
The Town Board meeting was called to order by Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman at 7:00 p.m.  The town board members present were: Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, and Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor, Matt Zeman-4th Supervisor. Also present were Edith K. Eberle-Town Clerk and Lonna Zeman-Town Treasurer. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
A motion was made by Matt Zeman to approve the agenda as presented, and to move agenda item #21 when the Town Engineer arrives, 2nd by  Gordon Carncross - motion carried unanimously. 
Citizen Input:  None.
Copies of the April 12, 2012 meeting were emailed to each town board member prior to the meeting for their review. A motion was made by John Miller to approve the April 12, 2012 minutes with two minor corrections, 2nd by Gordon Carncross - motion carried unanimously.
Town Treasurer, Lonna Zeman had prepared the following report: General Fund as of April 30, 2012 - $258,048.48; Park Fund $3,273.25 ($89.78 in separate account in Quick Books and $3,183.47 is in a six month CD Park Fund at the Bank of Prairie du Sac); Historical Society is $2,156.43 and Savannah Tree is $2,103.19 which is a 1 year CD.  The Town Clerk and Town Treasurer balanced the bank accounts for the month of April.  
The bills were reviewed by each town board member prior to the town board meeting.  A copy of the bills, deposits, budget for 2012 were given to each town board member for their information. 1st Supervisor John Miller had concerns about the Town Attorney fees for the Ballweg’s and Bannan’s.   A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay the bills as presented , 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously. 
Correspondence – Invitation for a sneak peek for the Ruth Culver Community Library; Letter from Public Service Commission of Wisconsin that on May 21st, 2012 there is an application of Madison Gas and Electric Company for Authority to change Electric and Natural Gas Rates; Fire Inspection report for the Town Hall – no violations; and a CD from the Village of Prairie du Sac on the amended Sauk Prairie Comprehensive Plan.

A variance request from Gary Manke – Tax Parcel #675 at N2367 Pleasant View Park Circle, Lodi, WI 53555 was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  The property is located in Section 11, Town 10N, Range 7E – Lot 25. The variance needed is to Columbia County Zoning Ordinance, Section 16-5-40 of the Columbia County Shoreland Wetland Protection Ordinance.  2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross stated that the Plan Commission recommended to the Town Board approval by a vote of 7-0 contingent on the well being done by a licensed person.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to recommend to Columbia County Planning and Zoning approval of the variance for shoreland wetland protection ordinance for Gary Manke contingent on the well being taken care by a licensed person, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

A variance request for Curtis and Beth Jones – Tax Parcel #32 – N2251 State Highway 188, Lodi, WI. 53555 were presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  The property is located in Section 11, Town 10N, Range 7E.  The variance request is to Columbia County Zoning Ordinance Chapter 16-1-19(a) (1) (b) Highway Setback Lines.  2nd Supervisor Gordon Carncross stated that the Plan Commission recommended approval for the variance for Highway Setback lines contingent upon the 3 buildings and boat house taken down and no living quarters in the garage.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to recommend to Columbia County Planning and Zoning approval of the variance for Highway Setback Lines contingent upon the 3 buildings and boat house taken down and no living quarters in the garage, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.
Fund raising for Park Shelter at Ryan Park was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  3rd Supervisor Bill Neimi stated that the Park Committee has met on May 8th and discussed having a fund raiser for raising funds for a Park Shelter.  We need to talk to Attorney Jeff Clark on marketing – can the Town borrow a license to do a raffle.  The proposed Park Shelter will be 30 x 50 building.  The proposed cost for a slab and materials would be $25,000.00.  Other options are an open ceiling; roof same as the Town Hall and location will be by the basketball court.

Money in Lieu of Taxes to be budgeted for maintenance and projects designated by the Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee was brought up to the Town Board for consideration.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that the Horton property that was purchased by DNR, and in the agreement there is to be a meeting held once a year with DNR, Columbia County and the Town of West Point to use that money for maintenance etc. There will be a meeting set up in the future with DNR and Columbia County.  In the future when land purchases are made with DNR – the Town of West Point would like the money to come to us and not DNR.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone Money in Lieu of Taxes, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.

A stewardship agreement between the Town of West Point and the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley for management of Ryan Park Prairie planting was brought up to the Town Board for discussion.  The management agreement is for maintenance and mowing etc.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone stewardship agreement, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.

Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping was brought up to the Town Board for discussion.  Kevin Kessler stated that there was a meeting held on May 2nd, 2012 in the Lake District Lawyer office, attending was Department of Administration, DNR and Lake District.  There will be a meeting for Crystal, Fish and Mud Lake on May 29, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall with Columbia County Emergency Management.

Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that he is recommending Kevin Kessler and Sheila Landsverk to the Plan Commission for the next 3 years (term expiring on April 30, 2015).  A motion was made by John Miller to approve Kevin Kessler to the Plan Commission for a 3 year term, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve Sheila Landsverk to the Plan Commission for a 3 year term, 2nd by Dean Schwarz – Yes – 2; No – 3 the motion failed.  Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that he can appoint a Plan Commission member without the Town Board approval – therefore he is appointing Sheila Landsverk for a 3 year term to the Plan Commission. 
Town Treasurer Lonna Zeman presented to the Town Board a letter from the Bank of Prairie du Sac to refinance the road loan for $125,000.00 that was taken out in September 10, 2009 at a rate of 4.50%.  The Bank of Prairie du Sac rate is 3.25%.  The terms of the Bank of Prairie du Sac is annual payments due March 15th of each year and the final payment is due on March 15, 2019.  There is a $250.00 documentation fee.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to pay off the State Trust Fund Loan and refinance a loan for $125,000.00 from the Bank of Prairie du Sac, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously.  The Town of West Point needs to do a resolution for the Bank of Prairie du Sac which will be done at a special Town Board meeting on May 22, 2012.

Town Treasurer Lonna Zeman asked if the Town Board would like to roll over the CD’s for the Park Fund and Savannah Tree Fund.  The Park Fund is a 6 month CD at 0.5% and the Savannah Tree Fund is a 1 year CD at 1%.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to roll over the Park Fund at 0.5% and Savannah Tree Fund at 1% CD’s, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously.

An Application for an Operator’s License for Denise Diane Streeter was presented to the Town Board for their consideration. Denise Streeter has taken the Alcohol Awareness Class.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to approve an Operator License for Denise Diane Streeter, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.

Town Recycling Center driveway was brought up to the Town Board.  4th Supervisor Matt Zeman stated that he had put the pile of pea gravel on the road and it was holding up well.  They will use the remaining pile of pea gravel and build up the road.  There was concern about the snow plow scraping off the pea gravel, but it was stated that as it rains the pea gravel will harden.

Town Parks was brought up to the town board – both Selwood and Ryan Park need to have wood bark put down. There was concern about the berm for drainage at Selwood.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to have the Town Chairman Dean Schwarz talk to the City of Lodi about getting a load of bark for Selwood and Ryan Park, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.

A family that lives in the Town of West Point would like to donate a bench in memory of their loved one.  The Town does not presently have a policy in place for donating memorial benches and there is a concern we may end up with too many benches.   A motion was made by John Miller to allow the family to donate a memorial bench, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.  The Town Board asked to have an agenda item on the June 14, 2012 meeting concerning creation of a memorial account.
Town Roads were brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer stated that the cost of crack filling is $13,800 and seal coating is $17,900 which was approved at the April 12, 2012 town board meeting.  The cost of the culvert that is needed on State Highway 188 will cost approximately $8.000.00.  There was discussion on borrowing money to do Van Ness Road or to do Peasant View Park.  A motion was made by John Miller to do Pleasant View Park for approximately $65,000.00 and the remainder of the road construction budget for the 2012 budget ($56.671.72) be used in the 2013 budget, 2nd by Gordon Carncross - motion carried unanimously.

Attorney Jeff Clark had sent a letter to each of the Town Board members on vacating road procedure for their information.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to post pone vacating Boehmer, Hanneman, Greimel and Price Roads, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously.

Reports were given as follows:

· Park Committee – Bill Neimi stated that they have on May 8th discussed having a fund raiser for raising funds for a Park Shelter.  We need to talk to Attorney Jeff Clark about what we can and cannot do – possible a raffle.  The proposed Park Shelter will be 30 x 50 building.  The proposed cost for a slab and materials would be $25,000.00.  Other options are an open ceiling; roof same as the Town Hall and location will be by the basketball court.
· Lodi Fire Commission – Kevin Kessler stated that he would like to resign as the Town of West Point representative to the Lodi Fire Commission as soon as the Town Chairman can find a replacement. Kevin Kessler reported on the May 9th meeting stating that they have hired a company to do the fire inspections.

· Sauk Fire Board – Bill Niemi stated they will be meeting on May 16th, 2012.
· Plan Commission – Gordon Carncross and Kevin Kessler reported on the May 3, 2012 meeting.
· Sauk Prairie Ambulance – John Miller copies of the April 19th, 2012 meeting were given to each town board members.
·  Transfer Site – Matt Zeman stated that we have 3 construction dumpsters for the month of May.

· Lodi EMS – Dean Schwarz stated that there will be a meeting on June 4th for Disaster working with the media.
· Columbia County – Kevin Kessler stated that there the following are 3 concerns: 

1. Farmland Preservation

2. Debit for Energy upgrade/roof on the Columbia County Administration Building

3. Columbia County Economic Development will be put on the County taxes – there will be no more contributions  

· Outdoor Open Space Committee – Dean Schwarz reported that there is a bike route 30 will cross the ferry – they need to find a way to Sauk City.
The next town board meeting will be on Thursday, June 14, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  On the agenda is:  Reports; Town Roads; Culverts on State Highway 188; Review UDC Codes; Non Metallic Mine Ordinance; Vacating Single Purpose Roads (Boehmer, Price, Hanneman and Greimel); Fund Raising for Park Shelter; Lodi Fire Department Budget Line Item; Liquor, Beer, Non-Intoxicating Beverage, Cigarette and Operator Licenses; Setting up a Memorial Account; Contract for Agricultural Field at the Town Hall; and any other business that may legally be brought before the Town Board.
A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the May 10, 2012 town board meeting at 9:30 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted By
Edith Kay Eberle
Town Clerk
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