
TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, October 11, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.  

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman at 7:00 p.m.  The town board members present were: Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor,  Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Matt Zeman-4th Supervisor.  Also present were Edith K. Eberle-Town Clerk and Lonna Zeman-Town Treasurer. 


The Pledge of Allegiance was said.


A motion was made by Matt Zeman to move agenda items around as needed, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.


Citizen Input:  None

Copies of the September 13, 2012 meeting were emailed to each town board member prior to the meeting for their review. A motion was made by John Miller to approve the September 13, 2012 minutes as presented , 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  Gordon Carncross abstained.
Copies of the Joint Town Board meeting on September 24, 2012 were emailed to each town board member prior to the meeting for their review.  A motion was made by John Miller to approve the September 24, 2012 minutes as presented, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.  Dean Schwarz and Matt Zeman abstained.

Treasurer Lonna Zeman had prepared the following report: General Fund as of September 30, 2012 - $296,483.77; Park Fund $3,281.19 ($89.78 in separate account in Quick Books and $3,191.41is in a six month CD Park Fund at the Bank of Prairie du Sac); Historical Society is $2,613.18; and Savannah Tree is $2,124.28 it was converted to a 1 year CD.  The Town Treasurer and Town Clerk balanced the bank accounts for the month of September.
Correspondence – The final population for the Town of West Point in 1970; Matt Zeman stated that he has received the Raffle License; Concerns from Paul Roller with neighbor; Letter from DOA on aid for weather related events in 2012; Application to permit Frontier construct, operate and maintain utilities on Juniper Drive signed by Dean Schwarz; Fire Inspection report for the West Point Town Hall; Sauk Prairie Ambulance Commission meeting minutes from September 27, 2012;  Dane County Planning Development on amending Town of Verona Comprehensive Plan; and a meeting on October 23, 2012 with Columbia County Highway.
Matt Zeman reported that to replace the faucets in the outside bathroom would be $135.00 for each faucet (a total of four faucets) to be put on 2013 budget.

The bills were reviewed by each town board member prior to the town board meeting.  A copy of the bills, deposits, budget for 2012 were given to each town board member for their information.   There was a question on MSA cost for engineer – Chairman Dean Schwarz will check the contract.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to have Chairman Dean pursue with the insurance on acts of nature on town property, trees down etc., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by John Miller to pay the bills as presented , 2nd by Bill Niemi  - motion carried unanimously.  
Setting up a memorial account for donations was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to have the Park Committee consider setting up a memorial account for donations, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously.  Bill Niemi stated that the Park Committee needs an answer from Attorney Jeff Clark on questions that they have concerning financing the proposed park shelter.

Brushing contract for the Town Roads was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  Town Engineer, Chuck Bongard is working on the specifications for Brushing Town Roads. Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that Columbia County Highway and Brian Schmidt could do any tree removal in an emergency but we need a town wide contract.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz made a motion to postpone action on Brushing contract, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  
Mowing contract for the Town Roads was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  Town Engineer, Chuck Bongard is working on the specifications for Mowing Town Roads.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz made a motion to postpone action on Mowing contract, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  
Each Town Board member was given the proposed contract with Gardiner Appraisal for a 2 year contract for town assessing of property for their consideration.  The cost of the contract is $13,600.00 per year.  There will be addition cost of expenses for the assessor as new law changes and Department of Revenue administrative rule changes.  The mobile homes will now be setup on computers (both town and assessor).  There will be approximately $3,600.00 expenses for 2013 for the assessor.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve the 2 year contract with Gardiner Appraisal, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously.  
Donation for Park Shelter on an interest Free Loan was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  Gordon Carncross gave his opinion on why he feels it is not a good idea (rights, privileges, presidence).  There would have to be an agreement to repayment the interest free loan on a  regular schedule.  It is hoped that no tax payer’s money will be used to repay the interest free loan for the park shelter, only fund raising and donated funds. There was more discussion - a motion was made by Dean Schwarz not to do the interest free loan, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – a roll call vote was taken as follows:  John Miller – no; Gordon Carncross – yes; Bill Niemi – no; Matt Zeman – no; and Dean Schwarz – yes – the motion failed.
A motion was made by John Miller to postpone appointment to the Historical Commission, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  
Resolutions for Joan Neubauer, Karon Hamilton, Joan Bader, Ed Jacobson and Teresa Hartmann for dedication of service to the West Point Area Historical Commission were presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  A motion was made by John Miller approve the resolutions for Joan Neubauer, Karon Hamilton, Joan Bader, Ed Jacobson and Teresa Hartmann for dedication of service to the West Point Area Historical Commission, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.  
Kris Lehman, president of the Historical Commission came before the Town Board to consider changing the Historical Commission from 9 members to 7 of which 4 members are to be current residents of the Town of West Point.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to change the number of Historical Commissioners to 7 of which 4 would be current residents of the Town of West Point, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – a friendly amendment was made that 4 members of the 7 need to be current or past residents of the Town of West Point - motion carried unanimously.  The ordinance changes will be given to Attorney Jeff Clark.
Kris Lehman stated that there will be a Holiday Open House on December 4, 2012 which is open to the public.  They hope to have a good attendance. 

Chairman Dean Schwarz is asking the Town Board to consider Diana Karls to be appointed to the Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee to replace Wendy Soucie.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to appoint Diana Karls to the Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman Dean Schwarz asked the Town Board to consider making the Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee budget for 2013 $1,000.00 to be used toward the $6,500.00 Ferry Landing Improvement Grant.  Dean Schwarz stated that he is hoping that LACE, City of Lodi and Town of Lodi also contribute a $1,000.00 each toward the grant.  The land is presenting owned by Department of Transportation and they need to be approving the project and agree to do the maintenance after the project is finished.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee budget; 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.   
Ferry Landing Park Grant application was presented to the Town Board for consideration.  A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on Ferry Landing Park Grant application, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.  
Ryan Park Soil Report for the Agricultural Field was presented to the Town Board for consideration.  Gordon Carncross had a soils test done on the Agricultural Field and it needs to be brought up to the same condition it was in when Bill Sellner took over the renting of the agricultural land.  A motion was made by John Miller to have the Agricultural field at Ryan Park put out for bids in 2013, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Dean Schwarz is to call Bill Sellner and inform him that the Agricultural field it will be put out for bids in 2013.

The Ryan Park Management Agreement between the Friends for Scenic Lodi Valley and the Town of West Point was approved at the August 9th Town Board meeting.  No action

Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that Columbia County Highway did a good job on the ditching on State Highway 188 and that they will be putting in a guard rail on Chrislaw Road in the next weeks.

1st Supervisor John Miller brought up putting up another curve sign or chevron sign put up near his farm on O’Connor Road as there was another car the flipped over on that curve.  A motion was made by John Miller to add another sign to the corner, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.  
Chairman Dean Schwarz presented the Town Board with a picture of a retaining wall that is in the road right of way.  The address of the property is W14012 Crest View which is on the corner of Selwood Drive and Crest View Drive.  3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi stated that the retaining wall should be removed from the road right of way, it is a safety issue and if the landowner refuses to remove the retaining wall, then Columbia County Highway should remove it at the landowners cost.  No action. 

The Town Board set Monday, October 15, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. to work on the 2013 Town budget at the West Point Town Hall.

An application for an operator license for Diane P. Burzynski was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  A copy of certificate from a seller/server class accompanied the application.  A motion was made by John Miller to grant an operator license to Diane P. Burzynski, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  
It was presented to the Town Board to consider giving a key to the Town Hall to Columbia County Sheriff to allow them access to our bathrooms and kitchen.  Chief Deputy Michael E. Babcock stated that they would put up a 2 by 2 box with a key pad that only the sheriff department would know the code to get into the box to get a key to the Town Hall.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to approve having a 2 by 2 box with a key pad code with a town hall key that would open only the meeting room door, 2nd by John Miller - motion carried unanimously.  
Reports:


Town Park Committee – not met
Lodi Fire Commission – not met – Kevin Kessler stated that at the budget meeting there will be additional maintenance of the building in the future and that the turn out gear will be purchased.

      Sauk Fire District – had a budget meeting

Plan Commission – not met – there needs to be an assessment on broadband for the Town of West Point.


Sauk EMS Committee – copies of the minutes from the September 27th meeting had been given to each Town Board member for their information.  It was stated that John Miller is now the president of the Sauk Prairie Ambulance.

Transfer Site Report – Matt Zeman reported that the man hole covers from Pleasant View Park are at the Transfer Site; the 2 construction dumpsters were enough for the month; and a cost of $2,500 to $3,000 to do a north extension of the driveway.

 Lodi EMS Committee – no report

Outdoor Open Space Committee – Dean Schwarz reported on the September 24, 2012 meeting.

Columbia County Report – Kevin Kessler stated the fire numbers that Columbia County Emergency Management stated are missing in the Town of West Point is now is be reviewed and it will be a few months before a decision will be made. 
Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping – no report
The next town board meeting will be on Thursday, November 8, 2012 on the agenda is:  Ferry Landing Park Grant application; Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee proposed $1,000.00 of their budget to be used toward the $6,500.00 Ferry Landing Improvement Grant; Brushing Contract; Mowing Contract; Appointment to Historical Commission and Lodi Area Fire Commission; Consider setting up an Ad Hoc Committee to look into Broadband in the Town of West Point; and any other business that may legally brought before the Town Board.

A motion was made by John Miller to adjourn the October 11, 2012 town board meeting at 8:55 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted By

Edith Kay Eberle




Town Clerk
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