Town of West Point

Plan Commission Minutes
April 5, 2012
Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes s. 19.84 the Plan Commission of the Town of West Point held its semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, April 5, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting agenda was posted in three places as required by law and on the town’s web site. Chairman Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7: 30 p.m.  Members present were Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer (7:32 p.m.), Wayne Houston, Gordon Carncross (Town Board Representative), and Byron Olson.  Also present were Edith K. Eberle, Town Clerk and Taffy Jo Buchanan, Deputy Clerk. Excused absent were Sheila Landsverk, and Fred Madison.  

Agenda #2 – Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Byron Olson to approve the agenda as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.


Agenda #3 Approve Minutes – Copies of the March 15, 2012 Plan Commission minutes had been emailed to each member for their review. A motion was made by Wayne Houston to approve the minutes with two corrections, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer – motion carried.  Gordon Carncross abstained.

Agenda #4 Correspondence – Chairman Kevin Kessler stated that he had received a letter for American Transmission Company with a map of the proposed routes for the transmission lines.  There will not be any transmission lines going through the Town of West Point.  There was a card to mail back which Kevin Kessler will do.

Agenda #5 Citizen Input – None

Agenda #6 A Public Hearing for a Variance Application request has been received from Karen Dean – Tax Parcel #741.2, at N2495 State Road 188, Lodi, WI 53555.  The property is location in Section 11, Town 10N, Range 7E, Lot 2 of CSM 755-230.  The Variance request is to Columbia County Zoning Ordinance Section 16-1-19(a)(1) Highway Setback Lines –  The public hearing started at 7:42 p.m.  Town Clerk Edith Eberle stated that she had sent 13 letters to adjacent landowners within 500 feet.   Edith Eberle stated that Richard Hellenbrand (a nearby landowner) had called and had no concerns with the request from Karen Dean to build a garage.  An email was also received from WisDOT and they have not concerns in regards to the proposed garage that is to be located 36 ft. from the state right of way line.    There was no one present that spoke for or against the proposed garage.  The public hearing was closed at 7:45 p.m.

Agenda #7 Variance Application request has been received from Karen Dean – Tax Parcel #741.2, at N2495 State Road 188, Lodi, WI 53555.  The property is location in Section 11, Town 10N, Range 7E, Lot 2 of CSM 755-230.  The Variance request is to Columbia County Zoning Ordinance Section 16-1-19(a)(1) Highway Setback Lines – A motion was made by Byron Olson to recommend to the Town Board approval of variance for Karen Dean to build a 24 by 28 garage, 2nd by Wayne Houston – the Plan Commission stated that there was to be no living area in the garage – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #8 Variance Application request has been received from Gary Manke – Tax Parcel #675 at N2367 Pleasant View Park Circle, Lodi, WI 53555.  The property is located in Section 11,  Town 10N, Range 7E – lot 25.  The variance request is to Section 16-5-40 of the Columbia County Shoreland Wetland Protection Ordinance.  Craig Meister came before the Plan Commission representing Gary Manke.  Craig Meister stated that the existing timber retaining wall and steps are beginning to fail.  A variance is needed to replace the wall and steps with natural stone boulders.  The proposed project will not affect the neighbors as they will be using similar lines and grades as the present timbers.  All storm water will be managed on this property.  There will be 2 lower decks that will be removed and replaced with a patio using pavers.  There is a shared well and the septic is on the top left side of the property and no work will be done in that area.  The Plan Commission had a question on snap stone, Craig Meister explained.  A motion was made by Bryon Olson to schedule a public hearing on May 3rd, 2012, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer – motion was carried unanimously.

Agenda #9 Variance application request for Curtis and Beth Jones (Jerry Jacobson) – Tax Parcel #32, N2251 State Highway 188, Lodi, WI 53555.  The property is located in Section 11 – Town 10N – Range 7E, Lot 1 – CSM 868.  The variance request is to Section 16-1-19 (1) (b) of the Columbia County Highway Setback Ordinance.  Curtis and Beth Jones are selling the property to Susan Yackee contingent upon the request for a variance to build a garage.  Builder Jerry Jacobson is representing Susan Yackee.  Jerry Jacobson stated that the Yackee’s would like to build a 24x28 garage with one opening and stairs going up to a storage area on a second floor.  There are 2 small building and a boat house that will be removed.  The neighbors also have a garage at a similar setback from the highway.   A motion was made by Nathan Sawyer to schedule a public hearing for Curtis and Beth Jones on May 3, 2012, 2nd by Wayne Houston. The Plan Commission requested a better drawing showing the proposed location, property line, proposed setback. The Plan Commission also indicated that addition narrative would have to be submitted to show hardship (removing structures may be off setting) – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #10 Columbia County New Floodplain Zoning Code – title 16 Chapter 400 – Edith Eberle, town clerk presented a copy of the revised Columbia County Floodplain Zoning Code for information. 

Agenda #11 Columbia County Ordinance 130-12 which repeals the current Columbia County Zoning Code, Title 16 Chapter 1 and adopts a comprehensive revision of Title 16 Chapter 100 – Edith Eberle, town clerk has received 2 copies of the revised ordinance and a copy of a Resolution that the Town of West Point needs to consider.  If the Town of West Point does not sign the proposed Resolution in one year – we will not be under Columbia County Zoning.  Chairman Kevin Kessler made corrections to the Resolutions and were sent to the Town Attorney, Jeff Clark for his review.  A motion was made by Bryon Olson to have the Town Chairman, Dean Schwarz contact the Town Attorney, Jeff Clark to draft an amendment to the Town of West Point ordinance to reduce the time frame for public hearings on variances, conditional use permits and rezoning to comply with the new Columbia County Zoning Code, 2nd by Wayne Houston – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #12 Town Board Report – Gordon Carncross gave the report on March 8, 2012 Town Board meeting.  

Agenda #13 Next Meeting Agenda and Date – The next meeting will be May 3, 2012.  On the agenda will be public hearing for Gary Manke variance request, public hearing for Curtis and Beth Jones, variance request for Gary Manke, variance request for Curtis and Beth Jones, Ordinance for Nonmetallic Mining, Town Board Report and any other business that may legally be brought before the Plan Commission. 

Agenda #11 Adjourn Meeting.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to adjourn the April 5, 2012 Plan Commission meeting at 8:45 p. m., 2nd by Wayne Houston - motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Edith K. Eberle 
Town Clerk
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