Town of West Point
Plan Commission Minutes 

 August 2, 2012

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes s. 19.84 the Plan Commission of the Town of West Point held its semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, August 2, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting agenda was posted in three places as required by law and on the town’s web site. Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were: Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer, Wayne Houston, Gordon Carncross (Town Board Representative), Byron Olson, and Fred Madison (late – 7:30p.m.). Also present were Edith K. Eberle, Town Clerk and Taffy Jo Buchanan, Deputy Clerk.  Excused absent was: Ashley Nedeau-Owen.


Agenda #2 – Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Wayne Houston to approve the agenda as presented, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer – motion carried unanimously.


Agenda #3 Approve Minutes – Copies of the July 19, 2012 Plan Commission minutes had been emailed to each member for their review. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Byron Olson – motion carried unanimously.
      Agenda # 4 Correspondences – Kevin Kessler received 2 letters concerning the Roark’s property. Kevin will prepare draft responses and CC: copies to Planning Commission members.  Kevin also received copy of Wisconsin Town Association monthly newsletter. In the newsletter there was an article about Livestock Facility Ordinance.  All the Board members received an updated list of Town Board and Plan Commission Members and contact information for them.


Agenda #5 Citizen Input – None


Agenda #6 Proposed Multi-Family (CUP) for Todd Olson (Informational Item) Todd Olson appeared for an informational item regarding his property on Highway 188.  The current zoning is R-1, but until 2011 the property had been zoned Commercial.  On April 21, 2011 Todd Olson had had appeared before the Plan Commission regarding proposed rezoning of his Bed and Breakfast property from Commercial to R-1. Todd Olson would like a Conditional Use Permit for a 2-Family Home.  The property is presently for sale.  Mr. Olson questioned whether the Town hadn’t already recommended for the 2-family use when the property was rezoned.  Kevin Kessler stated the Town Ordinances require a Public Hearing for Town recommendation on a proposed Conditional Use Permit. It was recommended to Todd Olson to apply for a Conditional Use Permit with Columbia County Planning and Zoning and the Town of West Point.  The Plan Commission noted the April 21, 2011 Plan Commission minutes regarding anticipated 2-family use of the property.

Agenda #7 Variance request from Ronald Paar to build a cottage on N2461 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel 733: the variances required are Section 16-1-19(a)(1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and Section 16-5-32(c) Substandard Lots of the Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance. – Lavern Hensen, builder, representing Ron and Barbara Paar, described that the property owners would like to demolish the present buildings on the property and build a new residence.   The variances needed are to Section 16-1-19(a)(1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and Section 16-5-32(c) Substandard Lots of the Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance.  The current building has a base of 1155sq. feet and the new structure would have a base of 1194sq. feet. In the new plans they would be removing the boat house, a 4x4 building, and deck.  Also the finished height of the structure would be 31.6 feet.  Plan Commission members indicated that the applicants should have contacted the Town much sooner to allow time for the required public hearing and the Town Board recommendation before County action is scheduled.  Chairman Kessler recommended that Ronald Paar ask the Columbia County Zoning Board of Adjustment to delay the variance application.  A motion was made by Byron Olson to request the Columbia County Zoning Board of Adjustment to delay public hearing action for a month, 2nd  by Gordon Carncross –motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to recommend to the Town Board to act upon the variance request contingent upon the Plan Commission supporting the action, 2nd by Wayne Houston – motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Wayne Houston to schedule a Public Hearing for September 6, 2012, 2nd by Byron Olson – motion carried unanimously.


Agenda #8 Ordinance changes to the Timeline for Public Hearing for the Plan Commission - The Plan Commission reviewed a proposed Ordinance revision prepared by the Town Attorney.  Section 3.38(C) (3) is proposed to be amended to change the required “ten (10)” day notice to “five (5)” day notice prior to the hearing.  Written notice thereof shall be given by the Town Clerk or the recording secretary of the Plan Commission by regular mail to all property owners abutting and opposite the real estate for which application is made for rezoning, variance, and conditional use permits.  In addition, Attorney Jeff Clark added to Section 3.39 to include all divisions of land under Chapter 6 of this Code of Ordinance.   A motion was made by Fred Madison to recommend adopting the Ordinance Amending The Town of West Point’s Board and Committees Ordinance to the Town Board with respect to a public hearing timeline and matters referred to the Plan Commission, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer – motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #9 Non Metallic Ordinance – The Plan Commission discussed revisions made by Attorney Jeff Clark and made some suggestions for more revisions to be brought to the September 6th, 2013 meeting. No action was taken.

Agenda #10 Length of Driveway/ Driveway Ordinance – The Plan Commission discussed the proposed changes to the Driveway Ordinance.  It was suggested that the length of driveway requirements be reflected as driveway standards rather than as definitions.  A motion was made by Fred Madison to recommend to the Town Board the  proposed driveway ordinance with edits, 2nd by Wayne Houston – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #11 Changes to the Land Division Ordinance for Large Parcel - Attorney Jeff Clark has not had time to prepare proposed changes but will have them for the September 6, 2012 meeting. No action was taken.

Agenda #12 Discuss Town Broadband Infrastructure – The Plan Commission discussed Town Broadband Infrastructure.  Copies of the new article will be copied and given to the Plan Commission members for their information. The issue will be placed on September 6, 2012 agenda for discussion.  No action was taken. 
Agenda #13 Plan Commission Social Outing – Place - Date – Time - A tentative date of Sunday, August 19, 2012 or Monday, August 20, 2012 for a Plan Commission social gathering was discussed.  It will tentatively be held at Kevin Kessler’s house from 5-8p.m. Bring a dish to pass and your own meat to grill.

Agenda #14 Next Meeting Agenda – September 6, 2012 – Non-Metallic Mining Ordinance; Changes to the Land Division Ordinance for Large Parcel; Discuss Town Broadband Infrastructure; public hearing for Ronald and Barbara Paar; variance for Ronald and Barbara Paar; and any other business that may legally be brought before the Plan Commission.
Agenda #15 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Fred Madison to adjourn the August 2, 2012 Plan Commission meeting at 10:00 p.m., 2nd by Wayne Houston – motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Taffy Jo Buchanan

Deputy Town Clerk
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