Town of West Point

Plan Commission Minutes

October 7, 2010

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.84 the Plan Commission of the Town of West Point held its semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, October 7, 2010 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting agenda was posted in three places as required by law.
Agenda #1 - Call to Order – Chairman Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7: 30 p.m.   Members present were Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer (7:32 p.m.), Wayne Houston, Ron Schoepp (7:35 p.m.), Sheila Landsverk and Gordon Carncross (Town Board representative).  Also present was Mary Ann Johnson, Secretary of the Plan Commission and Jeff Clerk, Attorney for the Town (8:15 p.m.).  Absent was Fred Madison.  Chairman Kessler also noted that the agenda had been publicly noticed at the assigned locations.  

Agenda #2 – Approval of Agenda - A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to approve the agenda, 2nd by Gordon Carncross - motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #3 – Approve minutes –  September 16, 2010  - A motion was made by Nathan Sawyer to postpone approval of the September 16, 2010 minutes, 2nd by Gordon Carncross - motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #4– Correspondence – Nathan Sawyer went to the ATC meeting regarding the high voltage power line.  Highway 60 looks like a good candidate at this time for the installation of a high voltage power line.

Agenda #5 – Public Hearing for a variance request for Jay Prenta, W14160 Selwood Dr, tax parcel 937.02 – water setback 16-5-40 for two retaining walls. – There were 26 letters sent to adjacent landowners within 500 feet of proposed variance. The owner was not present and Dave Walczak from Landscape Construction was unable to attend. The owner had signed and faxed a copy of the application with his signature to the Town Clerk.  Karen Meudt and Jeff Meudt from Landscape Construction made a presentation of the proposal.  There were no letters received for the hearing record and no one present commented
 for or against the request.  The public hearing was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
Agenda #6 –Public hearing for a variance request from Allen and Beverly Reinke, N2239 State Highway 188, tax parcel 31 – highway setback 16-1-19 (a)(1)(b).  There were 23 letters sent to landowners within 500 feet of proposed variance. Allen Reinke is proposing to replace an old storage shed (10’ x 14’) that was in bad condition and would like to replace with a new 10’ x 20’ shed which is on skids.  The proposed building would be located behind an existing garage which is closer to the highway.   Both the existing garage and the proposed shed would fall within the required highway setback.  Neighbors Karl and Pat Anderson sent a letter in support of the placement of the “portable” shed in the same location as the old shed.  Chairman Kevin Kessler read the letter to the Commission.  Beverly Reinke also provided pictures showing where the shed would be placed.  There were no public comments made in support or against this request.  The public hearing was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
Agenda #7 Citizens Input – Chairman Kessler asked if any citizen present wished to bring any non-agenda item to the attention of the Plan Commission.   There was none.
Agenda #8 Variance request for Jay Prenta, W14160 Selwood Dr, tax parcel 937.02 – water setback 16-5-40 for two retaining walls. - A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to recommend that the Town Board recommend approval of the variance request of Jan Prenta contingent upon the erosion control and storm water ordinance be complied with during construction, 2nd by Ron Schoepp.

Nathan Sawyer asked what the hardship is.   By phone David Walczak responded that the steep slope prevents use of the property.  
A roll call vote was requested and taken as follows: Nathan Sawyer – nay; Wayne Houston – nay; Sheila Landsverk – aye; Ron Schoepp – aye; Gordon Carncross – aye; Kevin Kessler – aye;  the motion was carried.

Agenda #9 Variance request from Allen and Beverly Reinke, N2239 State Highway 188, tax parcel 31 – highway setback 16-1-19 (a)(1)(b) - The existing storage shed building (10’ X 14’) needs to be replaced. The Reinke’s proposed new shed will be (10’ X 20’).  The new shed will be on skids and placed in the location of the old shed which is on the backside of the garage.   The garage already sits within the required highway setback area. The proposed shed would also be within the required setback area.   A motion was made by Ron Schoepp to recommend that the Town Board recommend approval of the variance request by Allen and Beverly Reinke, 2nd by Sheila Landsverk.  During discussion, it was indicated that the hardship is the need to not to block the neighbor’s view.  It was also indicated that the siding will be painted to match the house.  The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #10 Tim Ryan for Dr. Schad at N784 Pulvermacher road new driveway permit.  Dr. Todd Schad represented himself and corrected the spelling of his last name and the address listed on the agenda.  The correct address is  N784 Pulvermacher Road.  Dr. Schad stated that the current driveway has poor vision to the left as you exit.  There is a house on the property now that is served by the current driveway.  There is a field driveway that Dr. Schad would like to use which is 30 feet to the south.  The Plan Commission recommended he meet with Town Engineer Chuck Bongard of MSA regarding a driveway permit.   Plan Commission members told Dr. Schad that the Columbia County zoning ordinance prohibits two residences on the same property.  They recommended that he  with Mike Stapleton of the Columbia County Planning & Zoning Department to discuss what steps would be necessary to have the current house status changed into a storage facility.   Chairman Kessler indicated that a zoning permit would be necessary from Columbia County and a building permit would be necessary from the Town of West Point before work could begin on building a new house.   Chairman Kessler indicated that the issue of a second residence on the property would have to be resolved with Columbia County before either a zoning permit or a building permit could be issued.  
Agenda #11 Public Hearing for revisions to the Timeline in the Comprehensive Plan - A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to recommend that the Town Board schedule a public hearing to adopt changes to Element 9, Table 9.1 (Implementation) of the Comprehensive Plan.  2nd by Wayne Houston -  motion carried unanimously

Agenda#12 Modernizing a retaining wall on Town Property for Dennis Poffenberger at  N2180 Blackhawk drive. - Mike Ryan is representing the owner Dennis Poffenberger and presented a proposal to replace a portion of an existing retaining wall on the north side of the property with a new one nearer the property line.  Mr. Ryan indicated that a portion of the existing retaining wall being removed and replaced is located with the Town road property.  Therefore, Mr. Poffenberger had been advised that Town permission might be needed.  Chairman Kessler distributed and read an e-mail dated October 7, 2010 that he had received from Town Engineer Chuck Bongard.  The correspondence indicated that there were no problems with the proposal provided that no obstruction to traffic or snow plowing is constructed.  Town Attorney Clark indicated to the Plan Commission that in his opinion the owner needs either a Town permit to work within the right-of-way or an easement granted by the Town.  He indicated that an easement should indemnify the Town of any liability caused by the wall.    A motion was made by Sheila Landsverk to recommend that the Town Board approve the request to allow relocation of retaining wall with in the town right of way contingent upon the town and the property owner entering into an appropriate easement,   2nd by Nathan Sawyer – There was 1 nay,1 abstention and 4 ayes – motion carried.

Agenda #13 Review Revisions for Land Division Ordinance. -  Town Attorney Jeff Clark distributed copies of a proposed ordinance amending Chapter 6 of the Town’s Code of Ordinances regarding land divisions and subdivisions.  Attorney Clark and Chairman Kessler had jointly worked on this ordinance as discussed at the prior Plan Commission meeting.  These changes are necessary as a result of changes made to Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes in 2009 Wisconsin Act 376.  The new law requires that these amendments be made prior to January 1, 2011.   During discussion, the Plan Commission agreed to add a sentence to the ordinance revisions to incorporated the last sentence in s. 236.11(1)(b), Wis, Stats.  A typographical error was also identified in the title of section 606(B)(3) of the proposed ordinance revisions.  A motion was made by Ron Schoepp to recommend that the Town Board schedule  a public hearing to adopt the proposed ordinance revisions to the land division ordinance including language the additional sentence from Section 236.(11)(b), Wis. Stats.  and the correction of the typo in Section 606(B)(3) of the revised ordinance.  2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #14 Town Board report.  There had not been a Town Board meeting since the last Plan Commission meeting.

Agenda #15
County Towns Advisory Committee for Columbia County Zoning – Kevin Kessler reported on the September 27, 2010 meeting of the County Towns Advisory Committee for Columbia County.

Agenda #16 Next Meeting Agenda – There will not be a meeting on October 21st and there may not be a meeting on November 4th unless there is new business to come before the Plan Commission.
Agenda #17 Adjourn Meeting.  A motion by Gordon Carncross to adjourn the October 7, 2010 Plan Commission meeting at 10:23 p. m., 2nd by Wayne Houston - motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by,


Mary Ann Johnson,

Secretary of the Plan Commission
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