[image: image1.jpg]- COLUMBIA
COUNTY

»,
”», o
l 2)
"rryyyyreet




[image: image1.jpg]



CRYSTAL LAKE OFFICIAL’S BRIEFING

June 21, 2011

Present:  Pat Beghin/Columbia County Emergency Management, John Bluemke/Columbia County Planning & Zoning, Chuck Bongard/MSA Engineer, Kathy Johnson/Columbia County Emergency Management, Dave Janda/Dane County Emergency Management, Terry Mulcahy/Town of West Point Citizen, Lloyd Eagan/WDNR, Dean Schwarz/Town of West Point Chair, Andy Morton/WDNR, Robert Westby/Columbia County Board Chair, Dave Padley/Lake District, Shawn Widish/Dane County Planning & Zoning

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 PM at the Town of West Point town hall by Patrick Beghin.

An attendance sheet was distributed and introductions were made  .

Pat Beghin stated the reason for today’s meeting was to let each entity give an overview/update of the situation with Crystal Lake, Schoepp’s Resort, and Crystal Lake Campground.  

Dave Janda asked for a clarification to understand the whole problem at Crystal Lake.  Dave Padley stated that he feels it is more of a rainfall issue than a ground water issue.  He went on to explain the situation over the last several years having two generations prior to him living in the same area.  He did state that there is a possible ground water issue on the south side of the lake as the ice went out there before the rest of the lake did.  Andy Morton read a small part from a study in a USGS Report.

Lake Association

Dave Padley explained that the pump has been turned off at Fish Lake because the TSS level is at 55.  The cut-off point is 40 which is the permitted level by WDNR.  Dave said they will watch this very carefully as they have a contested hearing scheduled in October so they don’t want to have any more violations on record.  He then went on to explain that it has been determined that Crystal Lake will flow naturally into Fish Lake over Schoepp Road.  The question comes up as to do they let it flow naturally or do they put in devices to throttle down and control it?  There is a real concern that if it begins flowing into Fish Lake without the pump running on Fish Lake it is going to hurt the quality of Fish Lake.  He also explained that by doing nothing may eventually destroy 7+ homes and roads.  
Dave went on to explain that the potential project would be to drill a well with an 18” casing which would run 1000 gallons per minute.  A pipeline route has been determined.  Dave explained that water samples have been taken and Phosphorous readings have been good and bad but also explained that he felt this was not a good way to test and that regular flowing water samples should be used.  Andy Morton stated that if the Phosphorous levels come in high they would have to apply for a WDPS permit.

Dave stated that the Lake District has already spent $60K, went on explaining how they could put the Commerce money to best use.  He said money is needed for engineering fees as well as operating funds.  He is looking at DNR Lake Management Grants.  They would have to qualify for an emergency grant to be eligible for any money.

Town of West Point

Chuck Bongard explained that when Crystal Lake tops over Schoepp Road, he believes the benchmark will be Schoepp Road.  He stated that Town of Roxbury is hesitant to allow anything because no one knows exactly what will happen to Fish Lake and area roads.  They do question though if they can really stop the project as something needs to happen.
Chuck stated that the Town of Roxbury has decided to fix Crystal Lake Road with the $570K Commerce money received and would also like to fix Mussin Road but don’t have enough money at this point and don’t want to borrow money at this time.  They will wait to see if more Commerce money becomes available.  
Dean Schwarz stated that Schoepp Road will be completely ruined after this winter if something is not done.   He went on to say that Neal Schoepp will give consent to have water flow across his property (with the help of Columbia County Land & Water Conservation) as long as culverts are installed first to help the water flow.  Chuck Bongard stated that two 12” culverts under Schoepp Road would equate to the same amount of water being pumped out of Fish Lake.
Chuck Bongard stated that Crystal Lake is at 872.5 now, was 868 in 2005.  The center of Schoepp Rd.  is 873.45 which he feels would be the benchmark.  The previous ordinary high watermark for Crystal Lake is 868.4.

Dave described how to revise the intake at Fish Lake to filter enough so the pump can run again.

Chuck stated that he has elevations documented already for most of the areas except for the Crystal Lake Campground area.  He will send this information to John Bluemke at Columbia County Planning & Zoning.
Dean Schwarz would like to have some recommendations before the next Town of West Point meeting on July 14, 2011 as he knows several people will show up with many questions. 

Columbia County Planning & Zoning

John Bluemke explained how Columbia County was in the flood plain and Dane County was out of the flood plain prior to the 2008 FEMA maps.  After the 2008 maps came out, Dane County was now in the flood plain and Columbia County was out.  WDNR will look into this to find out reason why and get back with the information.
John also stated the following:  

· Columbia County Health Department has contacted his office about sanitation and wastewater lagoon issues at the Crystal Lake Campground as well as other non-compliance issues.
· There are significant non-conforming issues going on.

· Set back has to be 75’ off the ordinary high water mark.

· If a trailer was there prior to the water rising, they can stay, but if they have to be raised they would have to comply with current rules and regulations.

· If trailers have to be moved, they can look at moving them to a different spot (possibly expand the campground) as we don’t want to see them lose sites which costs the campground an economic loss.  
John states that he needs to find out what he can use for a watermark/shoreline before he can do anything regarding enforcement.  The Town of West Point, Columbia County Planning & Zoning, Dane County Planning & Zoning, and Chuck Bongard need to schedule a meeting together to figure out what the watermark will be and what they want to do so there is some uniformity between the two counties.  When this mark is determined, they will be able to figure out the conforming structures, and what can and will be done.
Dane County Planning & Zoning
Shawn Widish explained the agreement they came up with the Crystal Lake Campground/Morgan Investments for the trailers in Dane County.  He feels it is not the best solution but one that was agreed on.  He also does not feel that the fill that was brought in has achieved the goal they had hoped for.
Pat Beghin stated that something has to be done as the Commerce money will run out soon.  As far as Schoepp’s Resort, we need to move and do something soon if they want to stay a viable business or we don’t want to put money into it if they are going to go under anyway.    Pat states that once the benchmark is established, we can tell Schoepp’s Resort and the Crystal Lake Campground what the level is, tell them what their options are, and find out if they want to put money into their businesses or get out.  He also stated that we have to look at this whole situation in a way that we believe the pumping of water is not going to work. 

Wisconsin Department Natural Resources 

Lloyd Eagan also stated that we have to look at this whole project, (because we don’t know if the pumping project is going to work), as that the pumping is not going to work just as Pat stated.  We know that this is very hard for people to understand and very hard for people to let go, but we have no control over the weather pattern changes and this may keep happening for many years to come.
Chuck Mulcahy/Town of West Point Citizen

Chuck stated that he was very impressed with the entire meeting today, agrees with what needs to be done, but feels that things need to move along a bit faster.  There has been talk after talk on what could be done but nothing seems to be happening.  The rumors continue throughout the town’s people.  He suggested that the Town of West Point type up a statement of what needs to be done, what they plan to do, what the Lake Districts vision is and what they would like to do, what Columbia County and State of Wisconsin Officials say can be done so everyone is getting the same message. 
Dean Schwarz and Andy Morton will come up with a statement to put out on the Town of West Point’s website.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 PM.
The next meeting is scheduled for July 12, 2011 @ 1:00 PM at the Town of West Point Town Hall.  Pat Beghin will send out invitations prior to July 12th.
Respectfully Submitted

Kathleen Johnson

Deputy Director

Columbia County Emergency Management
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