
TOWN OF WEST POINT

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.84, the Town Board of the Town of West Point held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November 8, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published in the Lodi Enterprise, the Sauk Prairie Star, posted in the three designated places in the town and on the town’s web site.  

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman at 7:00 p.m.  The town board members present were: Dean Schwarz-Town Chairman, John Miller-1st Supervisor, Gordon Carncross-2nd Supervisor, Bill Niemi-3rd Supervisor and Matt Zeman-4th Supervisor.  Also present were Edith K. Eberle-Town Clerk and Lonna Zeman-Town Treasurer. 


The Pledge of Allegiance was said.


A motion was made by Matt Zeman to move agenda items around as needed, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.


Citizen Input:  There was a citizen that had concerns about the ferry operator parking in a no parking zone.  Tom Lorfeld Columbia County Highway Commissioner stated that during day time the operator should be parking in the parking lot in the park; but at night the ferry operator parks in the no parking area for safety and to prevent vandalism.

Copies of the October 11, 2012 meeting were emailed to each town board member prior to the meeting for their review. A motion was made by John Miller to approve the October 11,  2012 minutes will a spelling correction, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried.  


Treasurer Lonna Zeman had prepared the following report: General Fund as of October 31, 2012 - $248,078.39; Park Fund $3,281.19 ($89.78 in separate account in Quick Books and $3,191.41is in a six month CD Park Fund at the Bank of Prairie du Sac); Historical Society is $2,341.18; and Savannah Tree is $2,124.28 it was converted to a 1 year CD.  The Town Treasurer and Town Clerk balanced the bank accounts for the month of October.

Correspondence – There was a resident that is concerned about a Box Elder tree in the right of way – will talk to Town Engineer to get a permit; the Town Clerk reported that 92% of the residents of voting age voted in the November 6, 2012 election; Farmland Preservation Steering committee will be meeting on December 4th at Otsego Town Hall and at Pacific Town Hall on December 6th;  Letter from Dane County Planning and Development to amend the Town of Oregon Comprehensive Plan; a notice of a Joint Public Hearing for the Village of Prairie du Sac and the Town of Prairie du Sac will be on November 5th concerning Wellhead Protection Zones;  Lodi Area Community Endowment (LACE) acknowledges with thanks the Town of West Point’s grant proposal; notice from DNR of a summary of appraisal obtained for the purchase of the Ronald R. and Paulette W. Smith property; the DNR has approved the purchase of land for the Ice Age Trail segment by Gibraltar Rock; an Application/permit from Frontier Communications to construct, operate and maintain utilities within the right of way on Gannon Road; West Point Area Historical Society Holiday Open House in on Tuesday, December 4, 2012; a letter from Department of Revenue on the changes to reporting and data storage requirement for the assessment process; and a letter from 1000 friends of Wisconsin on fair share for local roads and taxpayers.
The bills were reviewed by each town board member prior to the town board meeting.  A copy of the bills, deposits, budget for 2012 were given to each town board member for their information.   Chuck Bongard asked if the final bill to Payne & Dolan could be held for a few days for the remaining paper work done.  A motion was made by John Miller to pay the bills as presented (but to hold Payne & Dolan until the Town Engineers ok the payment, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  
Thomas Lorfeld, new Columbia County Highway Commissioner introduced himself and explained that he was with Department of Transportation for 36 years prior to coming to Columbia County. Thomas Lorfeld explained the new accounting statement for work that is done in West Point. Thomas Lorfeld stated that Columbia County does the brushing and mowing for 19 out of 21 towns’s in Columbia County and would like to be considered to do the brushing and mowing for the Town of West Point.  Columbia County is customer oriented and would do a good job for the Town of West Point.  The Town Board asked Thomas Lorfeld to get a proposal together for brushing and mowing of the West Point Town roads.  The Town Engineer, Chuck Bongard and the Town Board stated that Columbia County Highway did an excellent job on Highway 188.  The Town Board has concern on State Highway 188 near Dave Cole’s home that there needs to have the culvert and shoulder drop off fixed prior to this winter – it is a very dangerous drop off.

Chairman Dean Schwarz stated that the retaining wall at W14012 Crest View Drive (Dennis Shaw) property that was in the road right-a-way has been removed.  Dennis Shaw explained why he built the retaining wall (which was a planter) was to stop erosion and he was told incorrectly the width of the road right-a-way.  Dennis Shaw was asking the Town Board for half of the cost for removing the retaining wall.  Dennis Shaw stated that there are 9 residents in Selwood Subdivision that are encroaching of the right-a-way and he will bring a list of the residents to the Town Clerk.   3rd Supervisor Bill Niemi explained that residents that are putting walls and other encroachment in right-a-way are not coming to the town board for a variance.  The Town Board asked to have Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer look at encroachments in the Town of West Point.  A variance is required from Columbia County and the Town of West Point, a variance needs to show hardship.  No action.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone action on memorial account for donations to the Town of West Point, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Dean Schwarz to postpone action on donation to Park Shelter on an interest Free Loan, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by John Miller to postpone appointment to the Historical Commission, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.


A letter of resignation was received from Kevin Kessler, representative to the Lodi Area Fire Commission to be effective November 30, 2012 was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to accept the resignation of Kevin Kessler from the Lodi Area Fire Commission effective November 30, 2012, 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.  The Town Board thanked Kevin Kessler for his work on the Lodi Area Fire Commission.

Chairman Dean Schwarz is recommending Doug Nelson to be appointed to the Lodi Area Fire Commission representing the Town of West Point for the Town Board consideration.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to appoint Doug Nelson to the Lodi Area Fire Commission until April 30, 2013; 2nd by Matt Zeman – motion carried unanimously.

Kris Lehman, chairman of the Historical Commission gave the annual report of the Historical Commission/Society.  Copy is attached to the minutes.  Kris Lehman brought up to the Town Board if it is allowed for people giving a presentation at a meeting (Historical, Plan Commission, and Town Board) can they also sell their products at their presentation.  There was discussion – a motion was made by Matt Zeman to allow committees/presentation people to sell their products, 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried unanimously.

Consider setting up an Ad Hoc Committee to look into Broadband in the Town of West Point was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  3rd Supervisor Gordon Carncross stated that he, Ashley Nedeau-Owen, and Kevin Kessler had met on Broadband for the Town of West Point.  They would like to put an article in the Town Tax Letter.  Lonna Zeman, Town Treasurer stated that it would have to be to her no later than Tuesday, November 13, 2012 as we have to print the newsletter and get them to mail com before Thanksgiving.  After discussion, a motion was made by Bill Niemi to prepare language on Broadband for the Tax Letter by Tuesday, November 13, 2012, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – the motion was amended (Niemi/Carncross) to have the Plan Commission review the Comprehensive Plan to add Broadband – motion carried unanimously.

Outdoor Open Space Natural Area Committee proposed $1,000.00 of their 2013 budget to be used toward the $6,500.00 needed to do a Ferry Landing Improvement Grant.  A motion was made to remove this from the agenda until needed, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.

The Ferry Landing Park Grant application was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  The Town Board needs to get a statement from the Department of Transportation stating that they are in favor of improving the Ferry Landing Park before proceeding.   A motion was made by John Miller to postpone action on Ferry Landing Park Grant application, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.


The Brushing Contract was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  The current contract expires December 31, 2012.  It is a 3 year contract with an hourly rate for man, chainsaw and chipper.  Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer will be putting out bids the Brushing Contract and will have them at the December 13, 2012 Town Board Meeting.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to postpone Brushing Contract, 2nd by Matt Zeman - motion carried unanimously.  Columbia County Highway will give an estimate for Brushing of Town of West Point roads.

The Mowing Contract was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  The current contract expires December 31, 2012.  It is a 3 year contract 3 mowing’s (1st and 2nd mowing’s are 10 feet and the 3rd mowing is fence line to fence line) and a cost of living increase is included in the mowing contract.  Chuck Bongard, Town Engineer will be putting out bids for the Mowing Contract and have them at the December 13, 2012 Town Board Meeting.  A motion was made by Matt Zeman to postpone Mowing Contract, 2nd by Bill Niemi - motion carried unanimously.  Columbia County Highway will give an estimate for Brushing of Town of West Point roads.


Town Road – no issues.

Improvement to Lake Drive Boat Landing and to remove big rocks in the water was brought up to the Town Board for their consideration.  After discussion a motion was made by Matt Zeman to have Bill Statz, Columbia County Highway do a proposal for improving the Lake Drive Boat Landing and to remove the big rocks, 2nd by John Miller – motion carried.  Bill Niemi abstained.


Resolution No. 11/8/2012 Supporting Use of County Highway Monies for Ferry Land Park Facilities Design was presented to the Town Board for their consideration.  The cost of the Ferry Landing Project application is $6,500.00.  The City of Lodi, Town of Lodi, Town of West Point, and Lodi Chamber of Commerce are considering donating to the grant application.  This Resolution is asking Columbia County Highway to also donate money to the grant application.  A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt Resolution No. 11/8/2012 Supporting Use of County Highway Monies for Ferry Land Park Facilities Design, 2nd Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously. 

Reports:


Town Park Committee – not met
Lodi Fire Commission – not met – will be meeting on November 14, 2012

      Sauk Fire District – next meeting in January, 2013

Plan Commission – not met 


Sauk EMS Committee – not met


Transfer Site Report – Matt Zeman reported that the compose has been cleaned up – no issues 


 Lodi EMS Committee – no report

Outdoor Open Space Committee – not met

Columbia County Report – Kevin Kessler stated that the County Board will be meeting on Tuesday, November 13 to work on the budget for 2013 – there will be 0.20% increase 
Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping – no report
The next town board meeting will be on Thursday, December 13, 2012 on the agenda is:  Mobile Home park licenses; Mobile Home Farm Licenses; Ferry Landing Park Grant application; Memorial Account for Donations to the Town of West Point; Donation for Park Shelter with an interest free loan; Brushing Contract; Mowing Contract; Consider setting up an Ad Hoc Committee to look into Broadband in the Town of West Point; Improvement to Lake Drive Boat Landing and removing large rock; Set date for Town Caucus; Payment to Fish, Crystal and Mud Lake District/Pumping; Presentation by Ashley Nedeau-Owen on Broadband in the Town of West Point; and any other business that may legally brought before the Town Board.

A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adjourn the November 8, 2012 town board meeting at 9:12 p.m., 2nd by John Miller– motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted By

Edith Kay Eberle




Town Clerk
WEST POINT AREA HISTORICAL COMMISSION/SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT TO THE TOWN OF WEST POINT BOARD
November 8,2012
# of meetings: Commission - 4 meetings
Society - 5 + Annual Meeting and December Open House
Programming: None this year but have some ideas for next year.
Technology: Purchased new video camera and upgraded equipment to provide better sound/picture quality and more versatility. Purchased more memory for the office computer which corrected operation issues.
Projects:
Calendar: Calendar is getting positive attention from other societies. The
calendar sells for $6. We welcome any ideas for future pages and especially ask for help. If anyone is interested in working on just one page, please get in touch with a member.
Recorded an oral history of Dolly Mitchell.
Joan Ryan and Kris Lehman toured the leatherleaf bog property under Gibraltar and learned what a unique feature it is. Current owners graciously provided us with a beautiful picture for the front cover of our calendar.
We continue to need and welcome pictures of family, places, events of the West Point area and people. We can scan pictures and hand them back immediately if you make an appointment with us.
Logi Ag Fair: Members again worked the Old Schoolhouse for the Fair. Had a total of 431 visitors. Some adjustments this year due to change of Fair staff and new parking rules. This is an issue for our members but we are trying to work something out with fair staff.
Membership: December 4th will be Holiday Open House. No program; just socializing. Hoping for more events in 2013 to promote membership involvement and community spirit.
Revised ordinance reducing commissioners from a total of nine to seven.
Change Annual Meeting date to the first Tuesday in June at 7 PM. Previously on Saturdays at 1 PM
Thank you for your continued support!
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