
Town of West Point

Plan Commission Minutes

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes s. 19.84, the Plan Commission of the Town of West Point held its semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, November 29, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting agenda was posted in three places as required by law and on the Town’s web site. Chairman Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were: Kevin Kessler, Ashley Nedeau-Owen, Byron Olson, Fred Madison, Gordon Carncross (Town Board Representative), and Nathan Sawyer. Also present were Edith K. Eberle, Town Clerk and Taffy Jo Buchanan, Deputy Clerk.  Excused absent was: Wayne Houston.

Agenda #2 – Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to approve the agenda with removing Agenda item #8, 2nd by Byron Olson – motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda #3 Approve Minutes – Copies of the September 6, 2012 Plan Commission minutes had been emailed to each member for their review. A motion was made by Byron Olson to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Ashley Nedeau-Owen – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda # 4 Correspondence – Edith Eberle, Town Clerk presented information on administration costs for variances, rezoning, and conditional use permits.  The Plan Commission and Town Board need to consider raising the costs of these permits to cover the costs.  This will be a future agenda item.  Kevin Kessler stated that he had brought up the need for seed money for the Ferry Landing Park to the Columbia County Board but proposal failed.  Correspondence on the subject was distributed.  A Farmland Preservation meeting sponsored by the Columbia County Planning and Zoning Department will be held in Pardeeville on December 6th, 2012; Gordon Carncross said he would plan to attend it. Kevin Kessler received information about a meeting from the Dane County Parks Department concerning development of a master plan for Fish and Mud Lakes. The meeting will be held December 4th at 7:00pm at Roxbury Town Hall.
Agenda #5 Citizen Input – None
Agenda #6 Public Hearing for Variance – A request for a Variance has been received from Edward & Kimberly Mondek to remove the existing west-end of the house and replace it with a slightly larger addition to the cottage at N2435 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel 729.A.  The variances required are to Section 16-110-030(a) (1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and Section 16-5-80 Expansion of Nonconforming Structure of the Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance. The public hearing started at 7:08p.m.   Taffy Buchanan, Deputy Town Clerk, stated 35 letters were sent to adjacent landowners within 500 feet. Jenn Breunig and Scott Frey, both from Frey Construction, were in attendance and spoke for the landowners.  They stated the plans were to update the cottage with a 16’x18’ addition with a new foundation and make it more energy efficient.  The variances are requested to construct a new 6’x18’ area in addition to re-building over the existing footprint.  There were no other public appearances.  The public hearing was closed at 7:17 p.m.
Agenda #7 Variance request has been received from Edward & Kimberly Mondek to remove the existing west-end of the house and replace it with a slightly larger addition to the cottage at N2435 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel 729.A.  The variances required are to Section 16-110-030(a) (1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and Section 16-5-80 Expansion of Nonconforming Structure of the Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance.   A motion was made by Ashley Nedeau-Owen to recommend to the Town Board that they recommend to Columbia County to grant the variance, 2nd by Fred Madison, motion carried unanimously. There was discussion that followed as to the hardship (Columbia County Planning & Zoning no longer sends Towns a Finding of Fact sheet which gave Towns variance information on staff opinion if a hardship exists).  A motion was made by Byron Olson to amend the previous motion to include showing a hardship through findings of fact regarding that they are moving the septic tank farther from the lake, that the new addition is not going closer to the lake, and that they are squaring off the house, 2nd by Ashley Nedeau-Owen – the motion to amend carried unanimously.  The original motion has amended was then voted upon and the motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda # 8 (Variance request for Kristen and Robert Hegge was removed from the agenda because Columbia County staff had determined that a variance was not required.)
Agenda #9 Non Metallic Mining Ordinance – Town Attorney Jeff Clark had prepared and presented a revised Non-Metallic Mining Ordinance for the Plan Commission to consider. Attorney Clark discussed changes that had been made to the previous version. A motion was made by Fred Madison to recommend to the Town Board to adopt the Non- Metallic Mining Ordinances presented, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer - motion carried unanimously.  After further discussion a motion was made by Gordon Carncross to reconsider the motion to recommend the Non Metallic Mining Ordinance, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer - motion carried unanimously.  It was agreed that revisions to the ordinance should be made in the following areas:   1) revise the first sentence of Section 14.09 by striking the words “for renewal of an initial permit”; 2) add a provision to clarify that if an existing agreement expires, the mine is subject to permit renewal, but if an existing agreement is terminated, the mine is subject to an entirely new application and permit.  A motion was made by Nathan Sawyer to recommend approval to the Town Board of the Non Metallic Mining Ordinance subject to the agreed upon revisions to Section 14.09, 2nd by Fred Madison, motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #10 Changes to the Land Division Ordinance for Large Parcels – Town Attorney Jeff Clark presented copies of proposed revisions for Chapter 6 of the Town of West Point Code of Ordinances regarding Land Division. The Plan Commission discussed the proposed revisions and made a few minor changes.  In addition, it was agreed that Attorney Clark should draft a revision that allows the Town discretion to waive the requirement for a plat and allow a certified survey map for a 4-lot subdivision on a case-by-case basis.  A motion was made by Fred Madison to recommend to the Town Board to proceed with adoption to the Land Division Ordinance revisions as presented and incorporating the additional revisions agreed upon, 2nd by Byron Olson - motion carried unanimously.

Agenda # 11 Broadband update – There will be information on Broadband included in the tax bills. Gordon Carncross informed the Plan Commission that changes to the Comprehensive Plan regarding Broadband will not be necessary.  The Plan already  states in the Comprehensive Plan Element #6 – Economic Development Goal #3 Policies and Proposed Programs - - “b) Support initiatives to develop high-speed internet at low cost throughout the town.” 
Agenda #12 Next Meeting Agenda – The Plan Commission will not meet in December.  The next meeting will be on January 3, 2013 or at a later date depending upon receipt of additional agenda items.   Items for the next meeting include – 1) Discuss Town of West Point Broadband Infrastructure 2) fees for variances, conditional use permits, re-zoning and non-metallic mining; and 3) any other business that may legally be brought before the Plan Commission.

Agenda #13 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Fred Madison to adjourn the November 29, 2012 Plan Commission meeting at 9:44 p.m., 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by

Taffy Jo Buchanan
Deputy Town Clerk
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