
Town of West Point

Plan Commission Minutes 

 September 6, 2012

Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes s. 19.84 the Plan Commission of the Town of West Point held its semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, September 6, 2012 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting agenda was posted in three places as required by law and on the town’s web site. Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were: Kevin Kessler, Ashley Nedeau-Owen, Wayne Houston, Gordon Carncross (Town Board Representative), and Nathan Sawyer (7:08p.m.). Also present were Edith K. Eberle, Town Clerk and Taffy Jo Buchanan, Deputy Clerk.  Excused absent was: Byron Olson and Fred Madison.


Agenda #2 – Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Wayne Houston to approve the agenda with moving Agenda item #12 up after Agenda item #9 presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.


Agenda #3 Approve Minutes – Copies of the August 2, 2012 Plan Commission minutes had been emailed to each member for their review. A motion was made by Wayne Houston to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

      Agenda # 4 Correspondence – None

Agenda #5 Citizen Input – None

Agenda #6 Public hearing for Variance – A request has been received from Ronald Paar to build a cottage on N2461 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel 733; the variances required are Section 16-1-19(a)(1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and Section 16-5-32(c) Substandard Lots of the Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance.  The public hearing started at 7:03 p.m.   Taffy Buchanan, Deputy Town Clerk, stated 18 letters were sent to adjacent landowners within 500 feet, one was returned undeliverable by the Post Office.  Lavern Hensen, builder, stated the existing building had mold contamination and the lot was considered a sub-standard lot. Also he stated they were granted the variance to work within 2 feet of the holding tank.  Ronald Parr provided additional background information.  There were no other appearances for the hearing.  The public hearing was closed at 7:09 p.m.

Agenda #7 Public hearing for a Conditional Use Permit Todd Olson at W13172 State Highway 188, Lodi, WI 53555 Tax Parcel # 24.1A .  The CUP would allow the structure to be used as a two family dwelling.   The public hearing started at 7:09 p.m.   Taffy Buchanan, Deputy Town Clerk, stated that 33 letters were sent to adjacent landowners within 500 feet, 2 were returned undeliverable by the Post Office.  Todd Olson provided background information for the Plan Commission regarding the proposal.  There were no other appearances for the public hearing.   The public hearing was closed at 7:12p.m.

Agenda # 8 Variance request has been received from Ronald Paar to build a cottage on N2461 State Highway 188 – Tax Parcel 733; the variances required are Section 16-1-19(a)(1)b Class A Highway Setback, Section 16-5-40 Water Setback, and Section 16-5-32(c) Substandard Lots of the Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Ordinance.   A motion was made by Wayne Houston to recommend approval of the variance request to the Columbia County Planning & Zoning with the conditions proposed by Columbia County staff: 1. Removal of the existing 4x4 storage shed. This is located within a public road right of way and should not be permitted to remain.  2.  Removal of the existing 154 sq. ft. boathouse.  3. Implementation of storm water management practices to minimize the potential for adverse impact to the adjacent property.  4. Implementation of a natural shoreland buffer as outlined by Columbia County Planning & Zoning, 2nd by Ashley Nedeau-Owen – motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda #9 Conditional Use Permit for Todd Olson at W13172 State Highway 188, Lodi, WI 53555 Tax Parcel # 24.1A .  The CUP would allow the structure to be used as a two family dwelling.  Correspondence from Columbia County staff suggested the following conditions should be considered:  a complete evaluation of the septic system to determine if it is in proper working condition and has the capacity for the number of bedrooms associated with the proposed use; the door between the two units be removed and the space sealed such that it is an unpierced wall – sec. 16-140-020 H;  new address be assigned to the adjacent property 11040-24.I;  obtain or show DOT approval for shared driveway;  a separate document be recorded that is approved by the Town which explains the shared driveway easement and the maintenance responsibilities for the easement as well as provides a legal description of the easement.  Mr. Olson indicated that an existing shared driveway agreement is already on file with the Register of Deeds.  A motion was made by Nathan Sawyer to recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit contingent upon the suggestions of Columbia County staff and receipt of the a copy of the shared driveway document prior to the September 13, 2012 Town Board meeting, 2nd by Wayne Houston – motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #10 Response to Roark’s letter.   Kevin Kessler received two letters from the Roark’s dated July 26th, 2012 and August 2, 2012.  He had prepared a draft response and had circulated it for comment to the Town Attorney, Town Engineer and Plan Commission members.  The Plan Commission was furnished a revised response letter and asked if there were any further comments.  Plan Commission members did not have further comments.   Chairman Kessler signed the response letter addressed to Nancy Roark dated September 6, 2012 and provided the signed letter to Ms. Roark at the meeting.  
Agenda #11 Non Metallic Mining Ordinances – Attorney Jeff Clark could not attend the meeting.  A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to postpone the Non Metallic Mining Ordinance agenda item, 2nd by Ashley Nedeau-Owen – motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #12 Changes to the Land Division Ordinance for Large Parcels – Attorney Jeff Clark could not attend the meeting. A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to postpone the Changes to the Land Division Ordinance for Large Parcels agenda item, 2nd by Ashley Nedeau-Owen – motion carried unanimously.

Agenda #13 Discuss Town of West Point Broadband Infrastructure -  After discussion, it was decided that Gordon Carncross is going to do a summary for the Town Board and recommend to the Town Chair that he appoint  set up a Study Committee on Town of West Point Broadband Infrastructure.  Mr. Carncross will prepare a proposed purpose / charge statement for the study committee.  Edie Eberle suggested having survey printed to hand out during election or send out with tax bills to save postage costs.

Agenda #14 Next Meeting Agenda – October 4, 2012 – Non Metallic Mining Ordinance; Changes to the Land Division Ordinance for Large Parcels; Discuss Town of West Point Broadband Infrastructure; and any other business that may legally be brought before the Plan Commission.

Agenda #15 Adjourn Meeting – A motion was made by Wayne Houston to adjourn the September 6, 2012 Plan Commission meeting at 7:50 p.m., 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by

Taffy Jo Buchanan
Deputy Town Clerk
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